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INTRODUCTION.

This book contains the views of eminent English and Anglo-
Indian statesmen, writers and journalists on the general progress
of India, or, more particularly, on that phase of it which is
reflected in the Indian National Congress. The opinions of
those also who do not seem to be very sanguine about the futare
of the intellectual awakening of which the Congress-movemen.
is but a part, are published in the Appendix, in order to enablc
our readers to look at both sides of the picture and form an
independent opicion of their own on the great question of the
day. The Congress is part of a larger movement, fraught with
deeper, more varied, and more far-reaching consequences ; and
before we can realise its true position and significance, we must
have some idea of the vast wave of mental and moral changes
which has, within the last quarter of a century, swept over the
national mind of India. No history of the Congress can be
complete, or, even adequate, which does not take into account
the sudden quickening into life of the dormant energies of the
country under the genial stimulus of European learning, and the
new levers of progress which the English have applied to the
social elevation of the people. [t would, therefore, be well to
glance cursorily over some of the salient features of the mighty
change which has renovated the inner spiritual and intelle®ual
life of India, and of which the Congress is only one, necessary
and legitimate outcome.

Thousands of men are still alive whose lives commenced under -
Mohamedan rule and who can tell us what it was in its las
days of decay and decrepitude. Life and property were insecure
political liberty was unkeard of ; the tyranny of the strong ovel
the weak was rampant ; the arts of peace and comfort which
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civilization has, in our day, brought to the doers of all, did not
exist, and the sentiment of patriotism, such as we know it, was
unknown. There were three things which reconciled the people
to this reign of chaos. First, all distinctions of race and religion
between Hindus and Mohamedans had been effaced by the
wisdom of the ruling power. There was no privileged class ; to
merit, which has no color and no creed, the paths to the highest
pinnacles of honor and fame were open. Secondly, there was no
external drain upon the material resources of the country.
What was produced by the nation was consumed by the nation.
The people had no peace but they had “ plenty ”; and the pinch
of poverty such ag the Indian masses feel in our day, was
unknown to cur fore-fathers, Thirdly, the people believed in the
Divine right of kings, and in their own insignificance. They
did not think that the soverign was responsible to anybogy;
on the contrary, they believed as a religious dogma that his
subjects existed for his personal comfort and pleasure. The
idea that governments exist for the good of the people, which is
80 farnilar to us that we forget that it is quite new, had not yet
dawned upon their minds, and consequently they were quite
satisfied with their political servitude, and did not show
more than a temporary irritation under the feet of the worst
despots whom © the wrath of Heaven has ever raised up and the
servility of man has ‘ever endured.” Thus, it was owing
to three things—the absence of any invidious distinctions be-
tween the subject and the governing race, the anhampered and
unrestricted productive activity of the people which scattered
plenty over a smiling land, and a popular tradition which taught
men the virtue of obedience to the powers that be and look to upon
their rulers as god-descended or god-inspired—that the people
were quite reconciled to the precarious fortunes lot to which they
were doomed and never thought of freeing themselves from the
strangling grasp of despotism or of placing their political rights
'a;xii liberties on a higher and safer pedestal,
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The advent of British rule inagurated a new erain the
vocial and intellectual progress of the country, and introduced,
an order of things, having practically nothing in common with
that which had preceded it. The English appeared among us
as a strange people—strong, clever, brave, active—profes-
sing a strange religion, following a code of manners utterly
incomprehensible to us, observing customs, some of which were
very amusing, others very shocking to us, keeping, as far as
possible, aloof from us, and saturated with a spirit of pelitical liber-
ty and a strong feeling of patriotism which it was hardly possible
for our p=ople in those days to enter into and appreciate. They in-
troduced by gradual steps their methods of government among us,
and gave us a new idea of the relationship which should exist bet-
ween the people and their sovereign.  They established public
schools and colleges for our training and gave us full access to the
richstore-house of Enropean learning. A crisis occurred in the
intellectual {ortunes of the country, when the English people
had to decide whether they should make the conquest of India
an instrament of civilization or of self-acgrandisement, whether
they should nurse the Indians into.a civilised and self governing
nation, or deprive them even of their own civilization and reduce
them to the position of more serfs toiling for their European masters.
The mysterious Divinity which presides over the fates of nations,
sent Lord Macaulay to this country,.who applied his high
powers of rhetoric. statesmanship, and political wisdom to the
solution of the educational problem of India, and earned the
lasting gratitnde of a great but fallea paople.  We do not know
what might have happened to India, if the * Orientalists ” had
succeeded and if Lord Macanlay had been defeated ; but this
may most safely be asserted that the attachment which at pre.
sent exists hetween India and England would not then have
existed, and the Indian Enpire instead. of being a bright jewel
in the British crown, would then have been a scandal and a
shame before the world. Seldom has one single measure changed
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80 entirely and decisively the future destiny of a nation as did
the one of which Lord Macaulay was the most distinguished
champion ; and: had that great man done nothing else to merit
fame, the educational system alone which he has given us, would,
we doubt not, have placed him in the ranks of the immortals.

English education was eagerly seized by the people. It
revolutionised their whole habits of thought ; it stirred the entire
community to its very depths. The mind of a great nation starting
from the rust and dust of ages, became conscious of new powers
and new capabilities ; and radiant with the light of liberty and
knowledge, began to break through the barriers of petrified
traditions; which had arrested its growth and cut it off from the
general current of progress and civilization. The changes which
commenced fifty years ago, have been going on ever since with
«ver accelerating force and velosity., History does not record
another social revolution which has been effected so quickly ind
yet so silently, smoothly, and peacefully. A most conservative
people have in less than half a century, been converted into the
most ardent aspirers after progress ; and those who guided their
lives by custom, and followed no voices unless they came from
the tomb, are now among the most zealous advocates of
reform and the most eager aspirants after a new lite, The
spirit of unrest, of progress, of freedom, and of change, which
is the characteristic of mbdern civilization, has become a promi-
nent feature of their national character, and manifests itself in
every department of human thought and activity. The influence of
the new civilization made itself felt first of all upon religion nearly
a century ago ; and Raja Ram Mohan Roy will always be remem-
bered by his countrymen, as the first great Reformer of modern’
India. From religion the spirit of liberty and progress passed into
other regions ; and now there is no institution—social, religious,
moral, or political—of the Indians which does not bear its
impress, '

1Y
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What has been & most fortunate accident in this mighty
revalution,’is that the cuarrent of progress has not flowed in any.
single direction but along every channel of human activity —
thus transforming not any particular institution but the whole
social fabric, laying the foundations not of a restricted, one-
sided progress, but of a harmonious and symmetrical develope-
ment of the whole nation. English education, or, rather, pro-
gress and liberty which are the essence of English education, are
the main springs of that great intellectual upheaval which in the
religious sphere has called into existence, the Brahmo Samaj, the
Arya Samaj and other Theistic bodies ; which in the social sphere,
passed the Widow Remarriage Act, changed the whole current of
educated public opinion on the subject of infant marriage and Fe-
male education, and welcomed with gratitude the medical aid to
Indian women, offered by a philanthropic English woman ; and
which, in political sphere, has called into existence the Indian
" National Congress, an institution devised for the purpose of ascer-
taining the real wants and grievances of the country, by giving
the best and most enlightened Indians, drawa frowm all sections of
the community, and representing all shades of opinion, an
opportunity for discussing among themselves, questions touching,
the welfare of the nation, and placing the result of their deliber-
ations before the public and the Government.

Thus, it will appear that the Nationgl Congress is not merely
an oasis of mental activity in the midst of a desert of general
stagnation but that it is an institution representing only one phase
of that intellectual ferment which has diffused itself throughout the
whole community. That a change which could transform a nation’s
religious beliefs and social ideas andiinstitutions, should leave its
political opinions untouched would hardly be conceivable ;
and wise men saw more thana quarter of a century ago thata
people, like the Indians endowed with remarkable intellectual
gifts, and with a still more remarkable power of adapting them.
selves to changing circumstances, if trained in the'sciences and
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‘arts of Burope, would demand, ‘a8 & matter of course, the grati.
fication of those higher aspirations with which their new trainthg
was sure to imbue their minds, and exhorted the ruling powers
to provide for the fature. The voice of wisdom prevailed ; the
great British nation, which is so full of generous impulses, which
gave us education before we ever asked for it, and which is
adored as the guardian of freedom all over the would, gave us the
most solemn promise that was ever given by a conquering nation
4o a subject race, the Great Proclamation of 1858 which is the
Magna Charta of our political rights and liberties ; and so long
as the British Rule in India is based upon that most sacred and
solemn pledge, it is safe like a beacon on a high rock, against
which the storms of national vissicitudes will beat in vain. The
proclamation of 1858 inspired the people with an earnest thirst
for European culture, because, on the acquisition of that culture,
they thought, [rested all hopes of polilical enfranchisement.
The whole series of Viceroys since the dark days of the
Mutiny have given us assurances in perfect harmony with the
terms of the Proclamation, and this too has contributed, in a
large measure, to the slow growth of that polifical demand
which finds its full expression in the proceedings of the National
Congress. Two forces have incessantly been working upon the
minds of the educated community—first, English civilization,
which comprises English education, English habits of thought,
love of liberty and change, and & desire for effecting political
reforms by constitutional methods ; secondly, the Great Pledge
and the utterances, from time to time, of the various heads of the
British Government on Indian questions, all calculated to
stimulate in the people the desire for self-government and to
encourage their demand for a larger share in the adminis-
tration of ‘their country than has hitherto been conceded to
them. The Indians have imbibed a new political enthusiasm
from the West, which makes them hate despotism and love self-
government. Qn the other hand, the pledges which have been

™
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given them by British statesmen show that their political

-aspn'atlons are in perfect accord with the wishes of their rulefs.
And it is upon these two sentiments—the sentiment of patriotism,
itaelf among the noblest fruits of English education, which is
wniting the discordant elements of our Indian population into a
harmonious whole and, which prompts us to raise ourselves to the
level of the most civilized natiors of the world ; and the senti-
ment of loyalty to the British crown to which we owe our
regeneration—it is upon these two sentiments that the
National Congress is based ; it is patriotic and it is loyal ; it is
the product of our national aspirations, and it seeks its justifica-
tion in the solemn pledges of the British Parliament.

For the immediate cause of this movement, we must turn
to Loré Lytton and Lord Ripon. The aggressive Imperialism
cf Lord Lytton began for a time, to arm the people with the
courage of despair. People began to lose faith in British justice
and British honor. A sudden eclipse came over the faith which
men had entertained in regard to the just’and generous impulses
of Great Britain, and a spirit of patriotism engendered
under the pressure of common misfortunes forged new
bouds of unity-and co-operation among the vast variety of races
that inhabit the country. Fortunately, when the national mind
of India was thas deeply sagitated, when the worst feelings of the
country were strung to their highést temsion, Lord Lytton’s
administration came to an an end, and the reins of Government
passed into the hands of a Viceroy who has done more than any
other single statesman to restore British honor and British pres-
tige to their high position, to strengthen the faith of the Indian
people in those just andjrighteous principles which are the pivots
of the English rule in Indis and thus to -prevent the national
energies of the people from running into’ dangerous courses, by
supplying them with new sifety-valves of constitutional agita-
tion, and new channels of useful reforms. To the patriotic
sentiment which had hegan to develope itself during the time of
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Lord Lytton, Lord Ripon added the sentiment of loyalty's and
thus laid the foundations of that Constitutioual agitation, which .
is always a joint product of a patriotic vegard for the country
and a loyal attachment for the ruling power, and which has now
collected all the scattered;rays of light into one mighty focus—the
National Congress

The National Congress as was natural, has excited a. good
deal of opposition in some quarters and. the opposition, it must
be admitted has done it good. When it first assembled in Bombay,
the number of delegates was small, and its proceedings- did not
create any great stir in the country. The second €ongress held
in Calcutta was a grand assemblege of the picked men of India 3
it passed some very important resolutions ; it made a great stir in
the press ; the Government felt that they were in. presence of a
new political factor ; and its Report attracted the attention of the
Pressin England. The last Congress held in Madras was a still
greater success and was attended, contrary to all that was ssid
by its opponents about Mohamedan defection, by a considerable
number of Mohamedan delegates from all parts of India.

The strength of the opposition has grawn with the growth
of the Congress-movement ; and now that the Congress has ac-
quired a powerful hold upon.the public mind. and enlisted the
sympathies of a large number of right-minded Englishmen, the
opposition has organised itself into a well-drilled party headed
by Sir Syed Ahmed and. others, and backed by the private and
official influence of the Anglo-Indian community. The HLostile
attitade of Sir Auckland Colvin in these provinces, and
Lord Dufferin’s speech have done much to strengthien
the opposition and to hamper the course. of the Congress.
They have not alienated the. sympathies of” the people from
the cause ; but they. have no doubt frightened some of them.
The misrepresentations and falschoods with which the Anti-Con:
gress propaganda is trying to poison the public mind, are simply
utgunding,;mfd although Truth will prevail in the end, yet ab
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present they are doing a great deal of harm to the best interests of
-the country. The Congress is represented as a disloyal institution,
its proceedings are asserted to be full of sedition ; its principal
leaders the preachers of disaffection. The Lieufenant Governor of
these provinces thinks that the Congress-party are trying to

hold the Government up to the contempt and indignation of the
people ; and no sooner is this authoritative dictan published,

than a few men come forward with a petition to His Honor urging
the “proclaiming " .of the Congress-meetings and the taking away
of the liberty of the Press. The opposition has gone very far, and so
strong is the official element in this part ofthe country that it can,
for a time, cripple the energies of the people and seriously impede
their political progress temporary at any rate. Had the
Anti-Congress party been composed only of the Natives of the
country, we should have been quite sure of over-coming it in
course of a very short time Bnt when we see that a considerable
gection of the official community has ranged itselfon its side, and
is ready to thwart our endeavours at every turn, there is no
remedy left to us except to lay our demands before the British
nation and British Parliament, and ask them to see for them-

gelves how far our demands are just and consistent with the

fundamental principles of the British Rule and how far their satis~
faetion would lead, as is so commonly alleged by our opponents,

to the disruption of the Empire.

The educated classes cherish an enduring faith in the just
impulses of Great Britain and their faith is based upon some very
memorable incidents of modern history. The Anti-Corn Law
Leagne is one of these. The excessive protective duties upon
corn imported from foreign countries into England, imposed in
the interest of a section of the English nation, were entailing )
loss and hardships upon the whole nation. Murmurs of
discontent were audible in every “part of the land, but the -
roling authorities were deaf to them, Mr. Villiers moved the :
: House of Commons to abolish ‘the iniquitous corn-duties, hut-
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his motion was rejected by a tremendous majority. The motiog’
was brought forward several times, and each time it was rejected.
The obstinate indifference of the House of Commons, led the:
people to form an Anti-Corn Law League, having among its most
powerful supporters and advocates, Richard Cobden, Joseph Hume
and John Bright, who strong in their unselfish earnestness, their
unflinching courage, their thrilling eloquence, and an immovable -
faith in the ultimate success of their cause, carried on the crusade
of free-trade against the combined forces of the rank and
wealth of England, stirred the masses out of their lethargy,
touched their conscience, and roused their indignation against -
the iniquitous system which had brought their country to the -
verge of penury.  As soon as the British nation fairly realized
the iniquity of the Protective system ; it rose against it, and
called upon its representatives in Parliament, to do away with
it at once. )
The history of England, if it teaches anything, teaches this vis
that the official body is always satisfied with the existing system,
that if we want to have any defects in the existing system
remedied, we have very listle chance of succeeding so long as
we appeal to those whose personal or class interests are involved
in keeping everything in statu quo ; that our only chance of
success lies in appealing to Parliament, but that Parliament
itself will not attend fo our wants and grievances with
sufficient care and attention, so long as it is not pressed to
do so by the dermined voice of the whole nation. It is in view of -
these considerations that we think that if we want to induce
Parliament to interest itself in Indian matters, and to watch and
scrutinise the actions of its servants in India we must order :
to dissipaté that mist which over lays the wmind of the -
English nation and hides from its view the real state of our
country, by supplying it with more thorough and more
accurate information than it, at present, possesses, establish an
Agency in'London which may perform this function as well as °
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the ‘equally important and useful function of .correcting and.
exposing, from time to time, the distortions and misrepresentas
tions of our national aspirations, which are so frequently pub-
lishedin official despatches as well as in some papers—the
thick and thin supporters of the Government,—for the enlighten.
ment—or, rather, as we think the bewiderment—of the British
nation.

Theidea of enlightening the British nation on Indian questions,
by carrying on agitation in England is not new : Raja Ram
Mohan Roy acted upon it nearly a ceantury ago. In our own
generation, men like Keshub Chunder Sen, Lal Mohan Ghose
and Dadabhai Naoroji, have tried to instruct the British publio
on Indian matters with a view to further the progress of social
and political reforms in India. Mr. N. G. Chandervarkar of Bom-
bay, Mr. Mono Mohan Ghose of Calcutta, and Mr., Ramaswami
Mudeliar of Madras, rendered, some three years ago, very useful
service to their country by going over to England and placing
the national grievances of Indians before the British nation.
The agitation, which has thus been going: on in England for so
many years, has done already some good to this country, in as
much ag it has created an interest in the minds of some of the
ruling race in Indian affairs, dissipated a good many delusions
which the roseate accounts of the Indian administration by retired
Anglo-Tndians had fostered, and evoked the sympathies of a sec-
tion of the English people on behalf of 4 cause which is noble and
just, and which is calculated to promote the weljbeing alike
of the Government and the people.

Now that the National Congress has acquired so much power
and influence in the country, and in consequence of that power
and influence, has evoked so.much hostile criticism from a certain
seotion of Indian society, which is busy: in resorting to eveny
means—fair or foul—to discredit our efforts, by: fathering upon
us theories which we have never held; and saddling us with
assertions which we have néver made; now  that the. sgliﬁ‘
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between the National party and the party composed of the hangerss
on to the skirts of Government has become so complete, anll .
the official body has as contemptuously and with such & cynical
indifference turned its back upon the people, it has become
a real political necessity that we should extend the sphere of
our political agitation, and besides organising our forces here,
maintain an Agency in London which may keep Indian ques-
tions before the British public, and may from time to time inform
us of the state of English public opinion on India. -

Such an Agency, thanks to the patriotic exertions of the
Congress-party, has been established in London, under the
superintendence of that tried friend of India—Mr. William-
Digby, c. 1. B. Many gratefully remember the service which
this gentleman has already rendered to India, by his labours as
Secretary of the Madras Famine Fund and by the publication
of his two books—* India for the Indians and for England,®
and “India’s interest in the British Ballot Box.” It isin no small
measure owing to his exertions that so many eminent Liberals have
espoased the cause of the Congress with so much zeal and
vigour. He was one of the principal organisers of the grand meet-
ings which Mr. Norton and Mr. Bonnerji addressed in London
Leicestershire, Newcastle, Lincoln and other places in England.
Assisted by Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji—that veteran champion of
Indian Reform-—and encouraged by the patriotic endeavours of
Sir W. Wedderburn and other leaders of the National Party, Mr.,
Digby will soon make the Political Agency in Craven Street, a
centre of great political influence.

Evenin the short period of its existence the Agency has done
some substantial good to India, by distributing the Congress
Reports and other political tracts, broad-cast among the English
people, and by inducing some eminent members of Parliament to
take a favourable view of India’s struggles for political reform.
M. Bradlaugh is one of our staunchest supporters—and Mr.
Bradlaugh never® takes up any cause unless he is prepared to
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. stand by it through thick and thin. The history of this gentle- ‘
wman’s lifé is of thrilling interest to all of us who have to carry
.on an up-hill fight; it teaches—if any man’s life teaches—
that in just cause, no odds are too fearful to be conquered, by

perseverence and integrity.
We know what valuable services the late Mr. Fawcett rendered

to India, by constantly drawing the attention of Parliament to
Indian questions, and rejoice to think that the mantle of Elija has
fallen upon worthy shoulders. Now chat men like Sir Richard
Garth, Sir W, Hunter Professor Stuart, Mr. Bradlaugh and others
have taken up the cause of suffering India, and the Daily News, the
Pall Mall Gazeite the Manchester Guardian, The Christian

World &c. have ranged themselves on her side, we may be
sure that the great mass of the English nation will by and by come
to take a due interest in our affairs,and our political grievances
of lond-standmo' will in time be redressed ; and as men rise on the
stepping-stones of their own dead-selves to higher things, so too
shall India—Dblessed with education, filled with high aspirations,
overflowing with loyalty to the nation which has emanicipated her
intellect—rise upon the ruins of the successive despotisms which
have dwarfed her growth above the atmosphere of gloom which
still enshrouds her political fortunes, and receive her due share of
_those rights and privileges which follow the flag of England all

.over the world,



RECENT MOVFMENTS OF INDIA.'
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[At the annualmeeting of the National Indian Association held under the presidency
of the Right Honorable Lord Hobhouse, K. C. 8. I, on Saturday afternoon, 3rd
March 1888, at Willig's Rooms St. James's, Sir William Wilson Hunter, K.C.S. L,,C.LE,,
L. L. D., delivered an address on the “Recent Movements of India.” After speaking
on the educational and social movements, Sir William Iunter referred to the National
Congress in the following terms.]

The Indian political movements of the day form a necessary comple-
ment of the new spirit of progress which we ourselves have awakened. In
every district we have accustomed educated natives to sit on Municipal and
Local Boards, and to take a part inthe administration of the country. The
men whom we have thus trained to think and act for themselves now
desire to exert a more direct iufluence upon the Government. They have
gradually formed themselves into a permanent organisation, with a central
directing agency, and with annual gatherings in one or other of the great
capitals of India. At first the movement was regarded as confined to
Bengal. But the earliest Congress was held, not in Bengal, but in
Bombay ; the next in Calcutta ; the third has lately concluded its sittingds
in Madras ; and the fourth will assemble next December in Allahabad.
Then it was supposed that the movement was restricted to the Hindas,
But, as a matter of fact, it was found that Muhammadans attended from
every part of India, excepting certain parts of Lower Bengal. Mubam-
madans also appeared as introducers or sapporters of impartant motions,
and eloquently claimed a joint interest with the Hindus in its proceedings.
The most munificent subscriber to the last Congress was a Muhammadan ;
it elected 2 Muhammadan President ; and its resolutions were voted for
by 83 Mubammadan delegates from all provinces of India.

The Indian Congress has, therefore, outlived the early period of
misrepresentation ; it has shown that it belongs to no single Province and to
1o single section of the population. (Cheers.) What are the objects of
this new power which has arisen in India? For, according to the wisdom
and moderation of its aims, its influence will be powerful for evil or for
good. 'The proceedings of the last Congress may be summarised as follows :
The delegates laid great stress on the necessity for an expansion and reform
of the Legislative Council by the introduction of a substantial representa~
tive element. They also asked for the complate separation of the executive
and judicial functions. The establishment of Colleges in India for the
training of natives as officers of the Indian army, and the concession of
the right to become Volunteers under due restrictions, were strongly
pressed. The working of the income-tax was declared to be unsatisfactory,
and the Congress urged the raising of the taxable minimum to one thou-
sand rupees, or £65 sterling ; any deficit thus caused, or otherwise’re-
sulting, to be made good by retrenchment, or, failing this, by the re-im-
position of the duty on finer cottons. A resolution was also passed for
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the eluhoration of a suitable scheme of technical education and the more
extensive employment of indigenous products and skill. . It was «ulse
psayed that there should be a modification of the existing Arms Act, as an
unmerited slur on the people’s loyalty, and 1producl:ive of great suffering
in a country thronged with destructive animals. The debate on this motion
was very animated, but orderly, and it was finally adopted unanimously.
The Congress terminated with prolonged cheers for the Queen-Ewmpress
and the British nation.

A non-political meeting like the present is not the place to criticise
these proposals, But I have enumerated them in order that you may
judge of them for yourselves. I think, however, that I may safely say that
whatever opinion we may hold as to the immediate possibility of some items
in the programme, the general lines are those which sooner or later will be
followed. 1 may also venture to add that every member of this Association
wishes God-speed to the cause of well-considered political progress in India.
(Cheers.)

Indian political reformers have, if they only knew it, an opportunity
such as has seldom happened in the history of nations, For, putting aside
the local race antagonisms unhappily inseparable from our position in India,
1 believe that no ruling power ever felt so deeply desirous of doing what is
right by a great dependency as England feels towards India. What England
now needs is to be made to understand in what direction the right course
really lies. I do not believe that England will ever be made to understand
this by exaggerated statements. If Indian reformers are to really win,
as I trust they will win, the sympathies of England, it must be by convinc-
ing the conscience of England. They must dismiss from their minds the
methods of English party politics. It may possibly pay a party to be
violent if it has a vote. ~But India has no vote. On the other hand, she
has two influences always at work on her side. The first influence is the
conviction, deep down in the heart of the British nation, that the Govern-
ment of India is the biggest piece of work that our race has heen called to
do in this world, and that we must stand or fall in the present, aud must
be judged in the future, by the way in which we doit. The second infinence
onthe side of India is the conscientious desire of England to do, in this
great national business, what is right. :

. Therefore it was that in almost my last speech in India as Vice-Chan-
cellor of the Calcutta University, I urged upon the Convocation of that
great body the, power of trath and of moderation, > And therefore it is that
in my first address to an Indian Association in this country I again con-
clude with this plea. I honestly believe that the well-wishers of Indian
progress, political and social, will most surely gain their ends by temper-
ance in their demands. But it must be, not a lip profession, not a seem-
ing temperance only, but a true temperance in aim and in thought. We
are pleading for India before a tribunal whose reason alone we have to
convince. We have no hostile judge to contend with when we speak to
England about India, You remember, perhaps, the patcician senator in
Livy who protested against a certain reform on the grouad that it would
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interfere with the due taking of the auspices. “To some people,” he said,
“it may seem small thing whether the sacred chickens refuse to feed, o
whether they come reluctantly forth from their coops or whether they give out
a doleful sound. To some people,” said the patrician senator,  these may
seem small things. But,” he concluded, it has been by observing these
small things that Rome has attained the pinnacle of her greatness.” My
friends, if we had such reasoners to deal with, I perhaps might not counsel
moderation in argument. For on such opponents temperance of statement
would be thrown away. But it is the English nation, and not the Clau-
dian gens, that we have to convince. It is a people and a parliament
singularl?)i‘ open to reason, and singularly fair in matters which they under-
stand. herefore, I lament every form of over-statement of Indiu’s aspira-
tions and of India’s needs, whether on the platform or in the press, I
deprecate any display of histrionio unreality, and I urge temperance in
tone and moderation in aim upon every well-wisher of Indin. (Applause.)

If you will carefully study the recent movements in lndia, you will
find that they are guided by a strict regard to actual conditions and to
actual possibilities. The educational advance has been made on the estab-
lished lines, although it has led to very new conclusions. The social move-
ment, which we have studied in ono of its aspects this afternoon as affecting
the position of women, is gradually developing public opinion towards cer-
tain woll-considered changes. Indian political reform, as represented b¥
the National Congress, proEoses not a single new institution, but desires
only to expand and strengthen existing institutions on a broader basis. 1f
I have ventured to ask your attention to recent Indian movements to-day,
it is not alone because of what they have accomplished in the past. Lt is
because the true leaders of those movements have shown a Ligh sense of
responsibility, and a wise temperance, which promise still greater things in
thefuture. It is because L believe that the present claims of India are reuson-
able in themselves, and that they have to be urged before a nation which
is sincerely anxious to listen to reason. In the interest of ourselves and of
our posterity [ sincerely trust that this may prove to be the case; and
that, as time rolls on, England and India will be united by ever-strengthen«
ing bonds of righteous dealing, aud loyalty, and love. (Loud applause.)

Sir CuArLES A, TurNEr, K. C. L. E., in moving a vote of thinks to
8Sir William Hunter, said : One of the objects of this Association is to
extend a knowledge of India in England and an interest in the people of
that country. It is difficult to conceive any means by which that object
could be better attained than by the selection made to-day of a gentleman
of mature experience in India, who, having enjoyed remarkable opportuni
ties, ia able to give us the results of a critical examination of the Indian
position in a literary style which would always command attention. * .
* * Itis obvious it would be unbecoming in me to express any opinion
on the resolutions of the National Congress ; but with regard to the move-
ment of which the Cougress is itself an illustration, it is but the outcome
of what the British nation intended when it educated the people of India.
I have but to recall to your minds that magnificent oration of Macaulay to
show what were the luteutions of those who passed the Statute of 1833, aud
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of the great statesman who devised the first great scheme of higher “eduea«
¢ion for India; and unless that work is to be fruitless, we cannot expect
that our fellow-subjects in Hindustan will not be as anxious as Englishmen
are to secure the due representation of their opinions in the Councils of the

State.

Mr. DapaBHAI NAoROJI, in seconding the motion, said : Any Native
who has listened to the address, canno® help but feel deeply grateful for the
liberal manner in which Sir William Hunter has spoken of Indian institu-
tions, and the liberal spirit in which he has spoken of the means by which
the good of India may be promoted in the future. I would,as an indivi-
dual Indian, give as complete an assurance as I can, that all the glory of
the various movements he has described, and the beneficial results flowing
from them, belongs to you—the English people. It is to you we are in-
debted for the religious, social, and political progress of India. The work
has been started with single-mindedness, and pure-heartedness, and with
a sincere desire that India shall be, not the slave of England, but the friend
and a paréner of England. This has beeun from the first the policy of the
English rule ; and it is still continued on the same lines. We have been,
with some reason, a little impatient that change has not gone on with
sufficient rapidity ; but there is no educated Indian but would admit that
ke is under the greatest debt of gratitude to British rule. If India is
ever to become a nation advanced in civilisation, and prosperous in its
material condition, it will be at the blessed hands of its British rulers. The
people of India have the conviction that the British public, when they
understand that what India asks is right and just, will not hesi
tate for a moment to grant it. This conviction euables us to come
before the British public and to speak fresly and frankly as to
what we feel and want. Had it not been for that conviction, that England
will listen to what is just and reasonable, we should never have thought of
coming forward as we have done, in the National Congress, whose resolu-
tions are the natural fruit of the various movements that have come into
existence, I assure you, I have listened to Sir Willlam Hunter’s paper
with very great interest and with gratitude. I have, therefore, great
pleasure in seconding this vote of thanks to him, '

MR. DADABHAI NAOROJI AT NORTH ISLINGTON CLUB.

 [On March 29, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji delivered an address at the North Islington
Liberal Club, Holloway Road, upon “the Indian National Council.” The chair was taken
by Mr. A. G. Duncan, who was supported by Dr, Grigeby, L, L. B., Mr, H, Cooke Smith, Mr,
‘Thomas Mass, B. A., (the Secretary), aud others, ]

Mr. Dadabbai Naoroji said that the establishment of the National
Council was a phenomenal event in India. About the time when
the British Indian Eumpire was almost completed, the British rulers
laid down the lines upon which they intended to carry pn the Government
of the country. The question that was asked was whether the English Go-
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vernment was to be like any of the despotic Asiatic Governments, or con«
stitutional, such as the British Government was. There was, however, no
hesitation on the pars of England, who decided at once that it should be’a
Government, such as that of England itself, and the same rights and privi-
leges as those of the English people were granted to India. A little more
than half a century ago the educational seat and the political seat were
established, while the third great and important event was the establishment
of a free press, a concession which the natives of India could not at first
properly appreciate. The Indians had gradually learned what British Go-
vernment was, and they had proved themselves apt pupils. It was nonsense
to talk about disloyalty because a few of the native prints were always speak-
ing agninst British rule. By the extension of education there had been
spread a common language throughout the whole nation. The native press
not only discussed Indian but Engiish politics, and, he ventured to think, as
intellectually as the average journals here. A great cause of complaint,
however. was the slight attention paid to Indian affairs in the British Parlia-
ment. There are a few friends of Indiain the House of Commons, but a
reply was given to their questions in a mechanical manner by the Secretary
of State, and if a division was claimed, the Government had a majority at its
back which had the effect of closing the mouths of those members. There
was another great complaint, which was that the whole destinies of
250,000,000 people, as Well as their taxation, were dispused of in a few
hours once a year when the Budget was brought in. Such a state of things
was, to say the least, scandalous, and some better attention should be paid
to the affairs of Iudia, anl representation must go with taxation. The
cluims of the National Council or Congress were of a most moderate
character, '

MR. CAINE, M, P., ONTHE CONGRESS.

[Mr, Caine, M. P. 'n his return from India delivered alecture giving a short account
of his 1];ravels. anu 1n the course of his sveech he referred to the Congress in the following
terms.

All the time I was in Indin I sought as much as possible the society
of the educated natives. I felt I could see encugh of Anglo-Indian officials
at home, but that I might never have the oppertunity of visiting India
again, Where alone native opinion could be gathered up. In the many inter-
views I had with educated natives, both Hindoo, Mahomedan, and Brahma
Samaji, I was deeply impressed with their mental gripand great intellectual
attanments. There was no attempt to mislead, a total absence of prejudice,
aud a tone of moderation, with a desire to see both sides of every guestion
under discussion. I found intense loyalty to British rule as the only
Grovernment possible to Indis, although almost every native had plenty of
hostile criticism as to the methods and results of British administration,
Ina very fow yoars the educated native will become a tremendous force in
Indian society, and already he is knocking loudly at the door for some
share in the responsible government of his native land. How far this
.demand is to be met is a social problem that is causing gravo anxiety to
successive Governors-Greneral, and that will Lave before very long to be
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seriously faced. These educated nabives have already learnt the power of
combination. Three years ago they formed themselves into a powerful
ofganisation, not unlike in its character and formation our own Social
Science Congress, which meets annually at somne great centre for conference
on matters affecting the welfare of native India. Three of these great
representative congresses have been held at Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras,
attended by 12,000 or 14,000 of the picked natives of India, Hindoos,
Mahomedans, Jains, Parsees, Brahmos, and Christians meeting together
with perfect harmony and greut enthusiasm. The proceedings are conduct-
ed in English, and although I have carefully vead their proceedings, I have
not had the privilege of attending any one of these congresses, and, as far as
ossible, in my intercourse with a grewt many natives who have
n members of .them, have endeasourel to find out what are the
hopes and wishcs of this united and representative body of educated
Indians. When Indiv becomes generally educated, the e({ucatiun being
based upon English ideas and English aspirations, it will be impossible to
deny to those who by education are fitted for it, a full share in the privi-
leges and reponsibilities of the government of the country. It cannot there-
fore be wondered at that the few who have already reached that standard
foel that at any rate they ought to possess some direct means of making
the opinions and convictions of India felt by the Government. What this
important element in Indian society desires is, not as has been often stated,
the overthrow of B:itish India; they know only too well that in the outbursts
of anarchy which would follow such an event, they at any rates would be
the first to be crushed. What they wish is that the Government should be
more at touch with the people, and that the educated portion of the native
races should have some voice in determining the policy of the Government,
and above all should get a solid share in the administration, and of all the
posts and office$ which could be filled by natives as effectively and much
moreeconomically than by the English. ~Indiaisvirtuallyruled by an English
bureaucracy which is admittedly the finest civil service in the world, ap-
ointed by a severe competitive examination. This bureaucracy is directed
y the Viceroy and local governors, assisted by councils which they them-
selve select. An Indian Civil Servant goes out to India for 25 years’ service,
four of which are holiday, and at the end of that time, when he is in the
rime of life, retires with a minimum pension of about £1,000 a year. This
18, of necessity, a very costly civil service. Large salaries have to be paid to
induce the slck of young Englishmen to enter for the competitive exami-
nations, and the pension list beginning at so early a date, is, of course, ex-
ceptionally heavy. The salaries and expenses of civil departments reach a
total of 11 millions, of which less than two millions are paid to natives, Of
course, in the earlier days of British rule, before English education had per-
meated the country, it Was impossible to govern according to Western ideas,
except through the medium of Englishmen. But natives now contend, and
with some reason, that they ought to be much more largely admitted into
the civil service, and if all the appointments which could be filled by na-
tives without entrenching on the actual British administration and govern-
ment of the country, were so filled it would effect a saving of some four mil-
lions sterling in the item of salaries alone. They have a further grievance
in the fact that the examination for the higher branches of the civil
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service is conducted only in England, and that natives unless they undertake
the risk and expense of a journey from India—which to the pious Hindoo
would involve the loss of caste—cannot enter the higher civil service at al.
They demand, in my opinion, with great justice,that a fair share of these
higher appointments should be allotted to natives, that the examinations
should take place in India, and that the successful candidate only should be
expected $) go to England for two years for study at one of our national
universities. But the main reform on which these educated natives insist
is, that the legislative councils of India instead of being close bodies of no-
minated and official members, shall be opened to a certain number of elected
representatives, They do not demand that the whole, or even a majority, of
these councils should be elected. They are willing to leave the main

ower of government and administration with the European Executive.

hey woultf be content if one-third of the legislative councils, could in
some way or other be elected by the natives, so thit their views could be
stated publicly, the Budgets discussed, and the Government interpellated
on questions of executive administration. This demand is the inevitable
result of the spread of English education, with its ideas of liberty and poli-
tical rights, ideas fostercd and encouraged to the utmost by a free native
press, of great editorial ability. It is a demand to which sooner or later, the
Government will be compelled to yield. The main difficulty is to find a
constituency to elect. The mass of the people of India have no more idea of
representative government than the inhabitants of a baby farm, and the
educated demand for representative institutions only exists in the great
centres of population. 1p discussed this matter with a party of educated
gentlemen in Bombay, most of whom were members of the Annual Congress
already referred to and they proposed that the large municipalities, like that
of Bombay or Surat, the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, the Universities, an
electoral college of Mahommadans and another of Hindoos,® might easily
furnish a constituency that would meet all the necessities of the situation.
I am, however, quite convineed that to satisfy in some way or other this legi-
timate demand of the educated Hindoo for some share in the government of
his native land, would be of as great advantage to British rule inIndia as it
would be to these edueated natives and allatﬁxey represent. Tho natives of
India are also very urgent in angther demand, which appears to me equally
reasonable. The Legislative Councils of India are, of course, subordinato
to the Indian Council in England, presided over by the Secretary of
State. This home council consists of fifteen experts on Indian questions, and
is composed of retired Indian civil or military servants, who have returned
home.  Their functions are to advise the Secretary of State for India.
The original draft of the Act creating this council was drawn by Lord
Beaconsf%eld, then Mr Disraeli, who, with great foresight, inserted a clausere-
serving four seats at this council for natives of India. His colleagues,
howover, objected, and it was struck out. Educated India anxiously de-
mands that this wise proposal shall be adopted to-day, and that four or
five natives, who have (fistmguished themselves in Indian admlnistratipn,
and enjoy the confidepce of their co-nationalists, shall be added to the Indian
Council as vacancies arise. These native gentlemen arc also very anxious
to see some of their number, enter the House of Commons, and many of you
are familiar with the names of Falmohun Ghose, Dadabhai Naoroji, and
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other native Indians who have contested English constituencics, so far, I
regret to say, without success  Briefly, then, what educated India désires
isy representation in all the departments and governing bodies which con-
trol the destinies of their country. If they had fair play in the civil services,
respresentation on their own legislative councils, and on the India Council
at home, and ifit were possible to induce some English constituency to
accept one of their number, they would be more than content, while the ad-
vantage to Indian society of being able to discuss every grievance publicly
in all the government bodies which rule their destinies, would be beyond
all measures.

THE INDIAN POLITICAL AND GENERAL AGENCY.

[A Political and General Ageney on behalf of the Indian Netional Congress has
been established in London. It will aim to do for the people of India and for the
various Political Associations what the India office dves tor official India as far as
the office is concerned with presenting the affairs of the Empire to Parliament and the
country. The agency works under the guidance ot Hon. Dadabhai Naoroji and
Sir William Wedderburn, Mr. William Digby, C. L. E,, is our agent. He is too well
known & man to require any introduction from us. Mr. Digby’s efforts during his resi-
dence in India will be remembered by the following : )

(1) Authorship and publication of pamphlets in favor of Reformed Legislature ;

(2) Establishment of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in
Madras.

(3) Origination of the Famine Fund of £800,000iin 1877, and Honorary Secretary-
ship of the Committee for Distribution of the same throughout Southern India ;

(4) Editorship of & leading Anglo-Indian Daily Newspaper ; &c., &c,

In England, since his return in 1879, Mr. Digby has occupied positions, and per-
formed duties which render him specially fitted to act a8 & mediumn between Indian re-
formers and sufferers from grievances in India and English political personages. Ile
has edited two influential .daily newspapers ; has organised and cérried to a most suc-
cessful position the largest political institution of its kind in the world; was Agent
for the Indian Associations in 1885, when the delegates to the British people were sent
to England ; contested North Paddington as a candidate interested before all things
in Indian affairs, and has written (among others) works entitled—

¢ Indian Problems for English Consideration.”

% India for the Indians—and for England ; ” and “Iadia’s interest in the British
Bailot Box" (20,000 copies of this book were eirculated in two months,)—works which
have gained for Mr, Digby & high position in England as an authority on “The
India of the Indian people,” and as an acceptable exponent of Indian needs and aspi-
rations. One of the most influential of English newspapers has said : “The late
Mr. Fawcett was known during his Parlismentary career &8 the Member for India,
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#hd should Mr. Digby ever find his way into the House of Commons, Le will haves
very fair claim to inherit the honorable title. v -

Since the Agency has been established Mr. Digby has devoted $o it not only his
whole time but his whole vast experience and his whole heart, Ho has dome a work
for us that no one else could have dome equally well. He is getting corresponding
members of the agency in every important town of England. Among others the follow-
ing duties will be performed by the Agency.] .

1. Communications will be opened with all the various Associations in
India having Political Reforms of whatever kind for their object. The
interests of each Presidency and Province will be separately noted, and
careful record made of them for immediate or future use. Any subject
which, e. 9., a Bengal Association wishes should be brought before Parlia-
ment, or desires should be commented upon in the English Press, or both,
will be carefully studied, and, in the most practical manner, brought under
the attention of Members of the House of Commons and of the Press, The
Agoncy will seek to be the Official Representative in England of the Na-
tional fndian Congress and of the various Presidency and other Associa-
tions. Under instructions received from the respective centres such steps
will be taken as may be calculated ta.secure the object aimed at.

2. Intimate Intercourse will be maintained with Members of Para
liament of all Parties, and their interest in the very grave questions which
affect our Indian Empire will, by interview and correspondence, be areusetl
and informed.

3. Relations will be established with the Associations and organisse
tions of both the great Political parties in Britain, and a systematic and
determined attempt made to arouse British interest, and to enlist British
effort, in Indian affairs. Communications will be opened with all Liberal
and Conservative Associations; particulars supplied for discussions on Indian
questions ; arrangements made for lectures during the winter season, &c.

4. All official publications relating to India and presented to Parlia«
ment, as also records cf political works and reports of meetings held in India,
will be carefully filed and indexed.

5. Recourse to the Agency by all persons interested in Indian
affairs will be encouraged, and information on all topics will be freely

iven.
£ 6. Petitions *from individuals or communities will receive careful
consideration, and will be pressed upon the attention of the India Office or
of Parliament as the case might require, or upon both, if need be.

7. From time to time as events call for this being done, the plain
facts of important Indian matters will be prepared in clear and succinct
formla.nd presented through the Press and by other means, to the British
people. :

8. The arrangements (of whatever kind) for deputations from the
people of India to the people of England, such as the delegation in the
autumn of 1885, when ]&:- Munomohun Ghose, from Calcutta, Mr. Salem
Ramaswamy Mudaliyar, from Madras; and Mr. N. G. Chandavarkar, from
Bombay; even amid the excitement of an unusually importaht General
Election, attracted so much attention. The arrangements in such cases will
include fixtures for public meetings in various partsof the country, inter-
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views with prominent statesmen, and the like.

* 9. Quarterly Reports will besent to the Indian Associations represented
in the Agency, and special attempts made to ensure continuity of effort in
all the matters taken in hand, whether in India or in England.

10. Eventually it is intended that a weekly Journal at a popular
price (14. or 2d.) specially devoted to Indian concerns, but at the same time
largely mindful of English affairs, shall be published.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

[The following circular letter was sent to all tho Members of Parliament and Press
‘with the report of the Third National Congress.]

25, Craven-street, Strand, London, May 1888.

Sir~We beg your kind acceptance of the accompanying Record of
Proceedings of the Third Indian National Congress, and ask your most
careful perusal of the various mattersit contains.

The Resolution submitted to and (in some cases after most detailed
discussion of differences) unanimously adopted by the Congress, and the
speeches in which those resolutions were discussed, reveal with a force and
intensity which nothing can distort, these things among others—

1. That the Reforms loudly called for by the condition of the country
and by the intelligence and law-abiding conduct of the people will be
striven for by constitutional means only.

2. That the Indian people as a whole, and their leaders in particular,
-are dominated by a sincere loyalty to the British Government, and| are
convinced that’the granting of their demands would not diminish—but,
on the contrary, would greatly increase—the strength of the Government

ainst external foes, while, at the same time, largely adding to the prosperity
of the country and

8. That Indian Reformers arc, before all things, desirous, in the
attainment of their objects, of establishing solidarity with their British
fellow-subjects, being conscious that only tﬁrou h the sympathy and good-
will of yourself, and of others like minded with you, can the Reforms so
urgently required be attained. "

An examination of the particulars given on pp. 16 and 17, and espe-
cially in appendex 1, will show that the Congress, whose proceedings are
placed before you, was fairly representative of the Indian peoples. The
delegates were, in no single instance, self-elected, but were appointed either
at open public meetings or by a political or trade association. No part of
India was unrepresented, no section of the varied communities inhabiting
Britain’s Eastern Empire failed of appropriate representation.

Side by side with the education and consolidation of opinion in India
and the organization of the people to press their desires upon the Govern-
ment, it is intended to undertake like effort in this country. Every
possible opportunity will be taken to impress upon the inhabitants of the
United Kingdom—(any single vote here has more direct coutrol over the
destinics of [udia than have the whole two hundred millions of British
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subjects in that empire)—the absolute need existing for the reforms which

the Congress advocates We know that without your co-operation we are

quite helpless. The only road to Indian Reform runs through the British

Parliament. That Parliament you can make what you will We implére
you to acquaint yourself with the unfortunate circumstances®in which so

many of your fellow-subjects are placed. Having so acquainted yourself,

we ask you to render to this movement your most powerful assistance.

We venture to hope that your perusal of the accompanying statement
of Indian needs and aspirations will lead you to wish for further information.,*
Such information we shall be happy to supply. Communications addressed
to Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, 25, Craven-street, Strand, London, will receive
the most prompt attentior and all possible information will be freely given. .
With the view of affording the maximum of information to our English
friends at the least expenditure or trouble on their part, arrangements are..
in progress which will, we hope, when fully matured, be of special service.
Such action will be taken as miy serve to maintain to increase and to
completely inform that kindly disposition towards the well-being of India
which we know dwells in the minds of your countrymen. This kindly
disposition we regard as the most powerful weapon which can be caused on
our behalf.

Again commending the most urgent matters contained in the accom-
panying record to your consideration

We are, Sir, your obedient servants, W. C. Bonnerjee, President of-
the First Congress; Dadabhai Naoroji, President of the Second Congress ;,
Budroodin Tyabji, President of the Third Congress.

PLACARDS.

[Twelve thousand copies of tho fellowing Qmad Royal Pasters (four by three;
feet) calling attention to the Report of the Third Indian National Congress were pla--
carded in every important town of the United Kingdom.

INDIA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.

Arrear FroM 200,000,000 Britis SuBrEcTs o THE BRiTISH PEOPLE.

. THIRTY YEARS AGO, when the Queen took over the Government,in a
Proclamation to the Princes,*Chiefs, and Peoples of India, Her Majesty
said — ’

“ We hold Ourselves bound to the Natives of Our Indian Territories by
the same obligations of duty which bind usto all Our other subjects, and.
those obligations, by the blessing of Almighty God, We shall faithfully and

conscientiously fulfil.”
THOSE OBLIGATIONS HAVE NOT YET BEEN FULFILLED. The People of

India, thoroughly loyal to the British Supremacy, have

(1) No voice whatever in the higher administration of their country. A single voter-
in Britain has move power in controlling Indian affairs than have all the Indians.
together.

(2) Nocoutrol over the cxpenditure of the money raised from them by taxation,

(3) No power of questioning (as here, in the House of Commons) t_he acts 91' their
rulers, let the grievances under which they suffer be ever so serious ; while,

(4) The way to bigh ofice is almost absolutely barred to them, and they are demjed
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ﬂght; n:xl;i privileges as common to you Britons, their fellow-subjects, as the air
ou breathe. ¢
The e{maequeuces of this kind of rule is most disastrous to the moral
and material interests of India. The poverty of that great country is year
*by year deepening. BRITISH OFFICIALS state.
“THE MASS OF THE PEOPLE ARE MISERABLY POOR”
 FORTY MILLIONS GO THROUGH LIFE ON INSUFFICIENT FOOD.”

Your Indian fellow-subjects, profiting by your example, are through
constitutional agitation, endeavouring to secure political and other privileges.
Their success means the greater prosperity of India and with it greater
prosperiiy for great Britain, The interests of India and of Britain are
indissolubly united and thoroughly identical.

Britons, who have yourselves been favoured with political rights and
rivileges, we beg yom to acquaint yourselves with the condition of your
ndian brethern, and help them to obtain the objects for which they are

striving. WITHOUT YOU THEY ARE PowsRLESS. THE Housk or ComMons
Bures Ivpia. In THAT HoUsE INDIA HaS No REpEESENTATION. Her
peoples come to you and ask for your help,

The Indian people are already belping themselves. In representative
Congress all classes of the vast Eastern Empire, your fellow-subject, have
metdyear by year during the past three years, and have formulated their
needs.

W. 0. BoSNERJEE (Hindu), DAD2BHAT NAOROJER (Parsee), BUDRUDIN TYABJEZ (Mohdn.)

President of the 1s¢ Congress. President of the 2nd Congress. President of the 3rd Congress, -
oFull particulars of the moderate demands of our fellow subjecss may be obtained by

& perusal of the )
PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD

Jup1aN Narronar CoNarEss
;'hiclil assembled at Madras, and which was atsended by representatives from all parts of the
mpire,
Copies may be purchased of all Booksellers. (Publishers: TALBOT BROS., 81, Carter
Lane, London, and KAMILTON, ADAMS and Co., Paternoster Row, London.
Full particulars will be farnished to all interested. Enquiries are freely invited,

- Fellow-subjects, we ask your attettion ; we beseech your help. You are all-powerful ;
we are almost helpless. Without your aid our country and our countrymen will remain in their
present backward condition and dire suffering. With your sid we shall become even as you
are, and even as are our fellow-subjects in the self-governed Colonies; then, and then only,
will India_rise from its condition of poverty and backwardness, and worthily takeits place in
the great British Empire.

BRETH]!S‘RN AND FELLOW SUBJECTS, HELP US!

DADABRHAI NAOROJI, Representative in Great Britain of the National Indian Congress.
Loxpox _June 1888, 25, Craven Btreet, Strand, London,

SIR W. W. HUNTER'S ARTICLES IN THE TIMES.

[The foﬂowing is the text of the letters which Sir W. W. Hunter wrote to the
Times in May 1888,] .
THE ORIGIN OF THE CONGRESS.~—I

Some little time ago the Times had two leading articles in & striking
%xtn. ition. One of them narrated the collapse of higher instructién in
ussia. Taking as its text the recent “ University strike and lock-out,” it
ronounced a stern English verdict on the policy by which successive Czars
gad createdand fosteredg aneducated class, and thentried to choke its natural -
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aspirations, It showed how “the epidemic of fury at oppression” had spread
« a3 methodically asif it had been a travelling storm” from one great seat of
learning to another, emptying colleges and lecture-rooms from Odessa to
Moscow and St. Petersburg. It declared that, with the exceptions of the
Fums and the German students at Dorpat, “ the entire undergraduate class
in the Empiro is in revolt. In Russia grnper all the Universities are shut
except Kieff” It concluded with an eloquent warning to the rulers of Russia
“ on the absurdity of their attemt to chiin by ordnances minds which by
academical education they are enfranchising.”

Side by side with this noble protest was an article on the Congress of
Six Hundered Indian Represeutatives which was to meet the following
morning at Madras. Whi e declaring it impossible “ even for the most ob-
durate opportunist to ignore ” the bligations impossed on England by
her world-wide Empire, the Timnes rightly insisted on England’s duty
40 hold the buance eynally between the divers races of India, and to calmly
diserirain e between the true raquirements of its varied populations and de-
=1l whieh might possibly prove to be the perfervid aspirations of a small
st rted ol

The nxtay sition of these two articles, although perhaps accidental, may
wegome hist siel [0 next day, at Madras, the Mahomedan President of
the Indi v Congress, himself a late member of the Governor of Bombay's
Council, made a swer in memorable words to those who, unlike the Times,
still question whether educ.tion is strength or a weakness to British rule in
India. While showing that birth, wealth, native rank, and high official
status were all represented at the Congress, he boldly accepted the position
that the Congress is in & special manner the outcome of English education.
He asked :— .

 Aud where among all the millions of her Majesty’s subjects in Indis
are to be found more truly loyal, more devoted friends of the British Em-
pire than among the educ natives ? To be a true and ‘sincere friend
of the British Government it is necessary that one should be able to appre-
ciate the great blessing which that Government has conferred upon us;
and who 13 better able to apreciate these blessings~—the ignorant peasants or
the-educated natives? If there were ever to arise, which Gtod forbid,any great
struggle between Russia and Great Britain for supremacy in this countxy,
who 13 more likely to judge better of the relative merits of $he two Empires?
Tt is the educated natives who are best qualified to judge, because it 1z we
who know and are best able t appreeiaste—for instanee—the blessing of the
right of public meeting, the diberty of action and speech, which we enjoy
under Qreat Britain ; whereis probably under Russia we should have no-
thing but a haughtyand desputic G veriment, wh e chief glory would con- .
sist In. vast military organizatim, aggression upon our ncighbours, and great
military expldts, No,let our opponents say whit they please, wc, the
educated natives, bythe mere force of oureducation, must be the best apprecia-
tors of the blessings of a civilized and enlightened Governmeut, and, there-
fore, in our own intersts, the best and staunchest supportors of the British
Govzrnmhznt in India.” Russin sud in T

. At the beginning of the year the policy of progress in Russia and in In-

dia had, therg;ore, rgeached tvio definite points. In Russia the Governmeny
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had deliberately acknowledged itself unable, for the time, to find a podus
vivendi with the educated class and, saving the few exceptions a{:eady
stated, had shut up the Universities throughout the Empire. In India
the educated class had organized itself into a deliberative Congress, com-
posed of 600 delegates, and claiming to represent not only the wealth and
intelligence, but also thc most devoted loyalty of every Province. In
Russia the educated youth, denied the right of public meeting, had banded
themsclves in secret socicties, and, forbidden to hope for reform, were
plotting revolution. In India the Congress assembled in the most conserva-
tive capital of the Empire; it proposed not a single new political institution;
the idea of a paper Constitution or of reforms on theoretical principles
never occured to it; its -programme was strictly confined to the expansion
and development of the existing methods of government. The year closed
with friendly social courtesies from the representative of the British Crown
to these business-liks representatives of educated India; in Russia it closed
with the leaders of the movement in prison. Public opinion in Russia, as
embodied by the Press, stood by with face averted, silent, gagged, or over-
awed. Public opinion in England, as represenicd by the Times, was keenly
watching the new phenomenon, admitting our national responsibilitics, but
insisting that those very responsibilities required that the fullest knowledge
and the calmest consideration should precede any national decision.
For such a knowledge and such a consideration I shall endeavour to
-supply the materials. I beljeve the time is at hand when England must, un-
der pain of grievous calamity, make upiits mind on certain great questions of
Indian policy. I sce in India new forces gathering an ominous momentum,
but yet under our control—forces which are surely destined cither to
strengthen or to imperil our Empire. Those forces take their origin from
a motive power which we oursclves have set agoing, and for the time they
still find one common outlet—the great desire now stirring the hearts of
the Princes.and people of India to bé more closely incorporated into British
rule. 'We have bred up a new generation of feudatory chiefs in the princi-
les and practice of puglic duty, & generation which feel their position to
an anachronism incompatible with their training. They now” beg to be
allowed to prove themselves worthy of the tution they have received, and
fress upon the Viceroy offers of their armies and revenues for a truly
mperial system of frontier defence. We-have at the same time reared a
great educated class with our own territories, nurturing them on the doc-
trines of English liberty, grounding them in the work of administration, dis-
ciplining them by the practical teaching of local self-government, admitting
them to some of the highest offices in the State, ang publicly consultin(%
them in every large legislative measure. This powerful class, thus exercise
and inured in the dutaes of British citizenship, now ask, like the feudatory
chiefs, but in their own different province, to be more fully associated in
the work of British rule. There rises, therefore, from the people and Prin-
ces of India a new and wnited cry to be allowed to enter on the responsibi-
Jities for which we have deliberately trained them—the responsibilities of
the external defence and the internal government of their country.
+ I should be an unfit person for the task which I have sct before me were
I to conceal my belief that in this great upheaval there is canse for the most
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sure-footed caution as well as for solemn national exultation. To produce
the new India on which we now look, many a high-minded English™ officer
has eaten his heart out in what scemed a vain struggle with the corruption,
the oppressions, the benumbing sensuality of the old native Courts. Many
a weary Indian statesman has racked his brain for schemes to better the
British provinces, with a sad despair of the results ; many a civilian has toil-
cd, and been buried and forgotten in obscure districts; many a missionar
has gone with a sense of hopelessness day after day to his village school.
These all died as strangers in a strange land, not secing even afar off the
néw India which our eyes behold. And on the present generation of Eng-
lishmen, the heirs to so much noble labour, there rests the weighty respon-
sibilities that this great inheritance shall bring a blessing and nut woe. A
mistake either of temerity or of delay may work enduring evil. The moral
and political forces which our predecessors have set in motion in India,
and to which our system daily adds fresh strength, are so powerful that.
they must irresistibly produce change. It still rests with us whether those
forces shall act as agencies of consolidation or of disruption. I have stood
on the bank of the Ganges at Benares at she beginning of the rains, and
watched the almost imperceptible rise of the stream. But the few feet
more or less, which flow past the Holy City mean a mighty mass of water
that will cover thousands of square miles lower down. No skill can anti-
cipate the results of the vast new energy thus let loosc each autumn upon
the delta. We only know that nothing can stay its course, but that, through-
out wide districts, it depends upon human fore-thought and human efforts
whether the moving monster shall come as a fertilizing {inundation or as &
destructive flood. To many sober observers the National Congress scems
also as the letting out of mighty waters, whose issue no man can foresee. I
certainly am no professor of political propheey to predict the possibilities
which this veritable portent presages. But although I cannot prognosticate
ils future, I can truthfully |state 1ts programme at the present, and show
how that programme has nevitably grown out of the past. :
Portents and prodigies, like other phenomena, have their origin in causes.
The 600 delegates who met in Congress ab Madras are the product of a
multitude of local assuciations which during the past 30 years have been
silently spreading themsclves over the British provinces. Like most popu-
lar movements of real strength or permancnec in India, many of these socie-
ties had a religious or semi-religious origin  As the military confederation
of the Sikhs started from a spiritual brotherhood, and as the modern verna-
cular Press of Bongal grew out of the theological or sectarian journalism,
80 tho native political organization of the present day is to some extent a
development of what seemed at first to be merely young men’s mutual im-
Provement associations. In such Indian socicties religious discussion
usually forms an important. feature. Some of them were simply student
clubs, which gathered round the nucleus afforded by the leading library of
the central college or of the district school. I well remember the time when
it was regardedat head|quatters as 'a;promising sign of a*young district
officer if he encouraged by his presence and sympathy those nascent associa-
tions of the educated youth. They were of a dreamy and occasionally
rather drcary character, dealing with abstractions, and scld-u condescending
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to touch on passing events. Their staple business was mild speculation, &
philosophy curiously compounded from the Sanskrit sages of the Vedanta
* and the American Unitarian divines. By degrees, however, they assumed
o more practical tone. Social questions began to supersede theistic theses;
Mill's “ Political Economy” took the place of Theodore Parker’s works.

This development received a powerful impulse from the action of the
Government. British administrators long regretted that the self-acting
village institntions of anicent India had been suffered to decay without any
similar substitute being provided, The village watch, th river embank-
ments, on whose continuity depends tho safety of large tracts. the great
reservoirs Which distribute fertility, and many other branches of rural co-
operation had fallen into disorganization or disrepair. A more careful
serutiny disclosed that the process was the result of causes at work anterior
to British rale, and that the decay of village institutions formed merely
an outward sign of deep organic changes in Indian social life. It was
found impossible to pat back the hand on the dial-plate. Bat it was deem-
ed practicable to replace the worn-out mechanism of indigenous local
government by a new agency. A series of enactments %'adnall and
caufiously created municipal institutions and rural unions for British India.
This new agency, it was hoped, would not only relieve the overburdened
British administrator, but woald re-incorporate the people in the work of
local government, and furnish a modern adaptation of tEe old rural Councils
of Five. Able Anglo-Indian journalists hailed the new boards as legislative
recognition of the advance of India from the village to the municipal stage
of civilization under British rule. Meanwhile the educated native youth
who had formed the early mutual improvement societies and stadent clubs
were growing into mature men. They naturally became an important ele-
ment in the municipalities and rural unions. The spread of these new institu~
tions reacted in turn on the old literary or semi-religious associations, and
tended to substitute political for absuract speculations. Some of the older
bodies changed their name with their character. But many of them, with
true Indian conservatism, only very slowly and almost imperceptibly deve-
loped their new aims. 1t was such a graduate’s seciety that elected to the
late Madras Congress perhaps its most distinguished member, the Raja Sir
Madbava Ruo, K. C. 8. L, one of the most powerfal Prime Ministers of an
Indian Btate whom our age has produced, and at the same time a sincere
well-wisher and proved friend of British rule.

The habit of associating for political purposes received asecond impulse
from a very djfferent source. Qur earlier Indian legislators, destitute of the
assistance which a more developed Press and the modern system of Legis-
lative Councils afford, were often glad to receive information and guidance
from local bodies of any kind, The Chambers of Commerce, or their pro-
totypes, in the Presidency towns were consulted with more or less frequency;
a'wealthy dssociation urged the views of the British planters and capitalists
in Bengal ; the cotton interest had its own strongly equipped organization.
In course of time these bodies proved themselves powertul not only to guide
legislation, but also to oppose it. The long struggle of the British Planters®
and Capitalists’ Association against the Land Law of 1857 forms, indeed,
on of the most striking episodes;injthe history of English industry in India.
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As the educated body of native gentlemen grew in numbers and importatics,
they not only felt ‘heir own strength, but they feared that fair legislation
was sometimes imperilled by the unavoidably one-sided influence exercised
by the various Anglo-Indian associations upon the Government. They
accordingly formed themselves into societies at the chief Indian centres,
more or less avowedly for the defonce of their political and economic inter-
este. Even when such societies started rather with a view to social pros
gross, the strongest of them, by a sort of irresistible propulsion, developed
a political character, The leading organizations of this class, like the British
India Association of Caloutts, the Mahajana Sabha of Madras, the Sarvae
janak of Western India, and the great Anjumans or Mahomedan societies
in Bengal and Bombay, have now acquired a prescriptive title to advice in
legislative measures affecting the interests of the populations which they
represent. They also exercise a powerful, although less acknowledged,
influence upon the selection of native members for the Viceregal and the
Provincial Eegislative Coungils. The British India Association, for exam-
ple, not only deliberates on Bills referred to it, but it has practically had a
nominee of its own in the Viceroy’s Legislative Council during the past
five years. The influence which the representative of so powerful a body
exerts is very great. When he speaks in Council the Viceroy pushes aside
the bundles of papers in which Eis: Excellency has been absorbed while
official members were haranguing and becomes a picture of rapt attention.
In Select Committee a -prudent Law Member shrinks from using the
numerical vote of his colleagues against the representative member’s
views. The secretary of the British India Association appointed to the
Viceroy’s Legislative Council about six years ago, although able and
oloquent, was rather deficient in practical knowledge. Yet ho was a power,
On his death the leading man in_the British India Association was again
appointed to the Viceregal Council. This gentleman, a Bralinan of pure
caste and a great landholder, minately versed in the details of rural econo-
my, has during several years perhaps the strongest individual influence on
internal legislation. .

While political co-operation was thus spreading over India, and re-
ceiving recognition from the Government, other concurrent causes have been
at woti. or the recognition wag not alone in re%lard to legislative mea-
sures, but also in the actual conduct of affairs. The formal consultation of
the peogle by means of public commissions has received a great development
under the Queen’s rule. Bodies of an_avowedly representative composition
have been from time to time appointed to collect opinion and hear evidenco
on the principal branches of tga administration—education, excise, forests,
finance, famines, |irrigation, land revenue, agrarian economy; and lately by
Lord Dufferin, on the great question of the reconstitution of the public
services of India. The more important of these commissions went_on
Progress from provines to province. A single one of them examined 193
Witnesses, and received 328 memorials, of which under a half were from
municipalities or public bodies. while the other half may be described as
Imass manifestoes, signed by over & quarter of a million of persons. The
cumulative effect of such commissions in accustoming the people to express
their views has been very great. At the same time the practioe of holding
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public meetings has grown into a new power. This practice is coeval with
the establishment of British rule in India, and many instances, not always
of a congratulatory sort, are recorded in the earlier journals and gazettes.
Ttreceived fresh energy from the spread of municipal institutions. Theably
organized opposition of the Anglo-Indian community o many measures from
Lord Macaulay’s judical reforms half a century ago down to the land re-
forms of 1857, the reform of the jury system in 1865, the income-tax, the
Tlbert Bill, and the Simla cxodus, has given a further development to the
Eeractice, and taught the natives that the right of Public meeting might

used as an instrument of political demonstration. On some oceasions,
as in the case last, named, Europeans and natives in Calcutta have assembled
for the purpose of a joint protest in the Town-hall, public meetings and local
associations now form the most powerful exponents of native opinion. It
is from these two sources that the Indian National Congress sprang.

Of the 603 delegates who composed the Congress at Madras, 811 were
appoiuted at public meetings, and 292 were sent by local associations. The
public meetings were of many sorts, from great gatherings at the Presidency
cities and assemblies in the district capitals, to smaller concourses drawn
together for groups of towns, rural areas, revenue circles, and collections of -
villages. A market town would form itself into an electoral nucleus, and
incorporate around it, say, 16 villages to name a delegate. Or a provincial
club constitutes the organizing body, snd appointed ata public meeting
& member for itself and, say, 80 villages. Nor were the electoral associtions
of & less varied character. Many of them were avowedly race soceties,
representing distinet sections of the community—Hindoo, Mahomedan,
Eurasian, native Christian, Jain, and Parsee. Others were for local or special

usposes, including mercantile corporations, and agricultural association, &
and-holder’s association, a tenants’ association, an artisan association and
various fanoy franchises such as the Committee of the Court of the Arbi-
tration at Poona, a committee of united editors of native papers, a great
Hindoo monastery and its monastic lands. The delegates thus selected
represented widely different classes of the community, Rajahs and Maharaj-
Kumars, Mahomedan nobles, a Sikh Sardar and darbari of the Viceroy, mem-
bers of the knightly orders, members of tho Legislative Councils, municipal
commissioners, the sheriff and ex-sheriff of one Presidency capital, the Stand-
ing Cgmnsel to Government at another, the former divan, or Prime Minister of
& native State, the present divan of a Rajah ; merchants, bankers, editors,
professors, mill-owners, a Hindoo abbot, and a high priest.

Such was the origin and such is the constitution of the Indian National
Congress which met during the closing days of last year at Madras. Two

revious assemblages. of & similar character have been held in India. The

rst met ab Bombay in 1885, and consisted of 50 delegates. The second
met at Caleutta in 1886, and numbered 436 delegates, of whom 300 travellad
each on an everage 90 miles, while the journeys of about 30 of them, ex-
ceeded 2,000 miles apiece. The third Congress, at Madras, in December
1887 was attended by 603 delegates, appointed by a more developed system
of electoral bodies throughout the provinces of the Empire. Such an annual
gathering claiming a representative character, and passing resolutions on
questions of the highest political import is, as I have called it, & veritable
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portent of India. It must be powerful either fur evil or for good.
Its proposaLs—II.

It is characteristic of the Conservative instinet in India that Madras
Congress has no programme based on theoretical principles. The idea
of a paper constitution, so dear to some European reformers, is altogether
alien to its aims. Of the 11 resolutions passed by the Congress, four dealt
with its own electoral organization and internal management ; four related
to the expansion or modification of existing institutions of the civil govern~
ment ; three gave expression to the desire, now felt alike by the princes
and people, to take a more active share in the military defence of India.
Regarding the first class it need only be said that they provide for 12
standing committees as electorial centres for the great territorial divisions
of the Indian Empire, for the preparation of the business to be brought he-
fore the Congress at the end of each year and for the submission of its views
to the Viceroy and Secretary of State.

Of the four resolutions dealing with the civil Government, perhaps the-
one of immediate importance is the proposal for the separatton of the Judi-
cial from the executive braunch of the administration. It may seem strange
that such a request has still to be preferred by subjects of Great Britain.
It was one of the foundations of English liberty that the executive should
not be both prosecutor and Judge in its own cause. The recognition of
this principle in India formed the most beneficent aspect of that growing
sense of public responsibility which, in the last century developed a trading
company in Bengal into a great Government. The separation of the higher
judicial and executive fanction etfected by Lord Cornwallis has gradually
been carried out in the lower grades, Inthe most efficiently administered
provinces it is now almost complete, But one important officer still unites
executive authority with judicial powers, This is the “ Collector-Magistrate,”
or administrative head of the “district,” and even his sigflificant double
title does not quite adequately express his combination of duties. He is the
chief officer responsible for the collection of the revenus, for the efficiency
of the police, and for the magisterial jurisdiction throughont a large aren,
gometimes containing two or three millions of people. The Indian Gtovern~
ment has long felt the anomaly of holding the same official accountable for
catching the thief and for convigting him, for protecting its fiscal and ter-
ritorial rights, whose infringements come within the cognizance of the
magisterial courts, and for the due punishment of the accused. It has
realised, quite as keenly as the speakers at the Congress, the delays of
justice and the inconvenience to plaintiffs prisoners, and witnesses which
may arise from their having to follow wearilg' after the shifting camp of a
revenue officer. A collector must move about his district, in some provinces
during nearly half the year, and at certain seasons his magisterial work be-
eomes practically subordinated to his more pressing fiscal functions. Postpone-
ments of criminal cases and adjourned hearings to an encampment, often
many miles distant, ave inseparable from such a system. The old argument
in its favour, derived from the unsettled or unraly state of the people, is
officially admitted to have lost its force in most parts of India. The Governe.
ment does what it can to lessen the inconveniences by various devices ; such
as the delegation of the criminal jurisdiction to the Joint Magistrate, who
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vemains at the head quarters of the distriot, But an appellate criminal
jurisdiotion still resides in the collector-magistrate and want of funds has
wrecluded even this measure, of relief from being universally granted.
ord Dufferin has, however, expressed his desire to forward the movement,
and the Congress strongly represents the willingness of the people to bear
the additional expenditure required. There seems little doubt that, as soon
#8 financial exigencies permit, the complete independence of the judicial
administration will be secured throughout all the settled provinces of India.
Another proposal of the Congress is to modify the working of the
Indian income-tax in favour of the poor. At present the tax is levied on
fncomes down to £35 (BRs 500). The Congress desires that the minimum
income subjest to the tax should he £70. It points out that the extortions
and oppressions by underlings which render the tax so particularly odious
in Imria. aro practically confined to the poor and timid class of taxpayers,
whose incomes fall between these scales. It urges, with truth, that the
Indian family obligation for the maintenance of female members and depens
dentsfalls withsuch severity on this classas to reader it scarcely better off tﬁn
the class with the same income in England, whom no Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer would think of subjecting to the income-tax. As a matter of fact,
every well-informed economist will admit that the class earning £35 a year
in India i3 not naarly so well off as the class in England earning £150;, the
minimum income liable to the En%lish income-tax. To attempt to levy the
impost on incomes of £35 in England would render it as hateful to the
people ag it is now in India. The Congress argues that the Government
1tse{)f acknowledged the hardships of the present low limit by its declared
intention to exempt its own servants with incomes below £70. The un-
fairness of such a special exemption prevented it from becoming law. All
that the Congress now asks is that the Government should recognize for
the people at large the same limit of £70 which it desired to fix for its own
scrvants—that is to say, for the class with whose means and oapacity for
paying the tax the Government was most accourately acquainted. In this,
as in other questions, the Con%ress refused to make itselfa party to extreme
roposals. An amendment, “ That as the administration of the income-tax
Kzs involved very ﬁrea.t hardships, the tax should be abolished” was met
with, “It is the orly tax that reaches the righ; we do not want to relieve
ourselves of taxation,” and had to be withdrawn. Nor would it listen to
an amendment which, following the English practice, would have entitled
the well-to-do classes who composed the Congress to an abatement (in this
pase of £35) from their gross taxable incomes. The members desired relief
only for their poorer countrymen. They expressed their willingness ta
make Food the loss of revenue by a re-imposition of the customs duties,
pavefully exempting the coarser qualities of piece goods, in which the In-
dian mills now compete keenly with the English manufacturer, so that
Manchester might not accuse them of protectionist leanings. In this
proposal they hate the concurrence of a large section of the European cors-
munity in India. It i8 certain that if the present military exigencies had
been foreseon the customs duties would not have been abolished. It is
also certain that by exempting the lowest class of incomes, under £70 from
taxation, $he Glovernment would get rid of the special odjum which in In.
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dia attaches to the Income-tax.

A resolution to which the Congress attaches much importance deals
with the expansion of the Legislative 'Councils. It points out that the

ogress of India under tne Queen’s rule has involved a new development

of local government, as represented by municipal legislation, about every ten
years. It urges that a similar development ma{, after a lapse of nearly 30

, be reasonably expected in the Viceregal and Provincial Legislative
Councils. It believes that such an exiansion can now be safely effected
both inregard to the functions and to the structure of those bodies. As
respocts functional changes it makes the judicious request that the yearly
budget may be laid before the Viceroy's Legislative Council and not
exempted from authoritative discussion by merely eéwublishiné it in the
Qazette. In this request the Congress is supported by the Chambers of
Commerce and indeed by the whole European and non-official community
in India. S.me defence might indeed be made for the existing practice, if
the Indian finance were carefully controlled by Parliament. But even
those who most regret the present state of things clearly recognize the im-
possibility of any real supervision of Indian expenditure being exercised by
the House of Commons. We see each year 70 to 80 millions of Indian publio
money expended without eriticism or control from the Indian Legislature,
and with the mere farce of a debate before 16 or 20 wearied members of
Parlisment in the dying hours of the Session. No terms can be stron
than those in which English statesmen of both parties and members of the
House have condemned or lamented this system. The Madras Con 3
in askin%th:xt the revenue and expenditure of India maybe annually submitted
ty the Vicervy's Legislative Council, is in cgmplete accord with the Euro-
}mg commumty in India, and with all serious political thinkers in Eng-
and. ' °

The other functional change which the CoTnfress desires in the Legis-
lative Councils is the right of interpellation. is right was conceded by
Lord Dalhousie to the earlier Legisla.tive Council in 1854. Indeed, one of
tne obvious uses of such a body in a country destitute of any official organ
or of a semi-official Press, is to enable the Government, by answers to ques-
tions, to correct misapprehensions and to state facts. ~Lord Dalhouss,
who held the reins tighter than any Indian ruler since the Marquis of
Woellesly in the first years of the eentury, provided b{; standing order
that—"A member may ask a question of another member, but sucﬁ ques-
tion must be confined to matters immediately connected with the business
of the Legislative Council, and must be asked in a manner which does not
involve argument or inference.” This order was put to extreme uses, it
is stated by certain English memberg of the Council, and the Councils Ach
- of 1861 hus been worked without any such provision, often to the incove
nience of the Guvernmont, and now to the tisfaction of the
The Congress asks that the right of interpellation be de¢lared afresh, in
regard to all questions of intetnal eivil administration. It would exempt
from interpellation all questions bearing wpon the army, and there ate
obviously other grou ot} subjects connected with the foreign %l;cy of th
Government and its dle,:lings with the local Governments or with Her Majes
tys Ministers, which would also be excluded, \'.!“hg tsclea'r right of the
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Executive to withhold an answer would have to be reserved.

The structural changes which the Congress wishes to see in the Legis-
lative Council are also two in number. Omne of them has reference to
raising the proportion of non-official members from a third to a half; the
other to the ntroduction of the elective principle. These proposals involve
issues so serious that they could only be accepted after deliberate inquiry
by Parliament. The numerical change would, indeed, still leave a workinizl
majority with the Government, owing to the widely different views an
interests which the non-official members represent.  The Congress desires
in any case to exclude the army from the scope of the reformed Legislative
Councils ; an exemption to which it might be somewhat difficult to give
practical effect.

Its proposal for a partially elective constitution of the ILegislative
Councils is the outcome of a gradual growth of the representative
element in the work of local government during the past 30 years. Lord
Lawrence laid down as Viceroy the general principle in 1864 :—* Holdin
the position we do in India,” he said, “every view of duty and policy shoulg
induce us to leave as much as possible of the business of the country to
be done by the people.” The chief Indian admininistrators of our day have
made similar declarations. Some of them, like Sir Richard Temple, base
their view on political considerations. “It must be remembered,” he said,
““that the elective principle'is essential to that political training which
every stable Government (like that of the British in India) must
desire to see possessed by its subjects. Public spirit cannot be created
without intrusting the people with a part of their own public busi-
ness,a part limited at first, but increasing as their fitness shall grow.
A trustful policy will be *found a wise ome, and that which is
sound mora.]}l)y‘ will prove to be.the safest politically” The majority
of Indian statesmen have, however, dealt with the elective principle
sir!;lé)iliy as an administrative necessity without pretending to any personal
KI ection for it. Sir Auckland Colvin, the cautious Governor of the

orth-West, who unites the experience of India and Egypt, lately declared:—
“The husiness of administration in India becomes more complex as years
pass on, and the wants of the country grow more numerous, It is impossible
for Government, unaided by the people, either to know or to supply those
wants. Itisto the co-operation of the people in the administration of
certain branches of public business that the Government must look to
to enable it to deal successfully with its difficulties.”

The representative principle has already received recognition in many
spheres of f:xdign ublic life. It has made the great municipalities its
own. Even the Universities are passing under its sway. By the Act
of 1857, which created the three originél Universities of British India, their
governing bodies were composed entirely by nomination, Bat the Acts
or the two more recent Universities cordially recognize the-elective princit-
ple in the composition of those bodies, The Fellows were no longer to be
appointed entirely by nomination, but in part also by election, The three
otﬂar Universities now desire to_strengthen themselves by adopting the
same principle. In Bombay a -Bill has, I believe, been introduced in
the . Legislative Couucil for this purpose and the question’is passing
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through other stages of development in Calentta and Madras. The truth
isthat representative institutions are an irrepressible growth among a
people educated on the examples of English liberty, and ruled in the spirit
in which England rales India.

The extension of the elective principle to the Legislative Councils
would be attended with serious, although not with insuperable difficultfes.
In the first place, it is no easy matter tu construct an electoral body which
would truly represent the diverse races and conflicting communities of
India, The Congress clearly perceives this. It proposes, therefore, that
the electoral college, * after being constituted with due precaution as to
fairness from the Municipal Councils, Chambers of Commerce, and other
representative bodies, should be subject to the scrutiny and revision of the
Government, which would supplement any deficient representation of par-
ticular classes by adding to the electoral college members named by itself.
In the second place, the extension of the elective principle to the Legislative
Councils should be gradual, precisely as its adoption has been gradual, in
the municipalities. The Indian Government must be a strong Government,
and any expansion of popular rights would be dearly purchased if to
wenken the executive. But Legislative Council in which one-half the
members were officials, another quarter nominated by the Government,
and one quarter elected, would probably increase rather than impair the
authority of the Viceroy and the provincial Governors,

1 have now enumerated the resolutions of the Indian Natioral Cgn-
gress bearing upon the civil government. Whatever may be our personal
predilections we cannot help making two acknowledgments. First, that
each of the proposals is a cautious advance upon well established lines.
Second, that as a whole, they bring forward the main subjects which a Royal
Commission, or a Joint Committee of both Houses, such as was announced
in the Lords and Commons two years ago, will have to ded with. In a
concluding article I shall examine the suggestions by which the Congress
would give effect to the desire of the princes and people to take a more
effective share in the military defences of India.

THE ARMING OF INDIA—IIL

= Having enumerated the proposals of the Congress in regard to the
Civil Government of India, jt remains to examine the suggestions by
which it would give effect to the popular desire to tuke a large share in the
military organization. During the past decade this desire has rapidly gain-
ed strength. It was awakened by the employment of the InSian troops
in Malta and Egypt, by the visit of the Indian soldiers to England, and by
the attention justly shown to them by the Queen and the nation. It
received & memorable impulse from the threatened agressions of Russia
in 1885-86, and it found a splendid expression in the Nizam’s offer last
summer. That offer was preceded and followed by similar acts of loyalty
b{v) other Indian Princes. The Calcutta Correspondent of The 7Times has
ably summarized the results. By the 11th of the March nine leading poten-
tates had effered more than a million of money together with their armies
to the Viceroy. Since then another of the most powerful feudatories,
Holkar, has {Jeen added to the list. But in addition to [those who
came forward with frec-will subsidies in cash, the whole native Courts
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arc expressing in various modes their desire to take part in the defences.
I cannot do better than reproduce your Calcutta Correspondent’s telegram,
premising that the feudatory armies of India aggregate a third of a million
of men. The ruler of Mysore *has offered to the Viceroy to raise and main-
tain a suitable military force, trained by British officers; the ruler of Putti-
ala offers troops whenever required ; the ruler cf Bhawalpore, a contingent of
troops and money aid, progonioned to his resourses ; the ruler of Tonk the
service of himself, his family, his troops, and the whole resources of his
State; the ruler of Alwar nioney and troops :whenever required; the ruler
of Rampore to defray the expense incumsgs in raising and maintaining a
native infantry regiment in every war, together w.th all the resources of
his State ; the ruler of Mandi the services of h mself and the resources of
his State; the rulers of Suket and Mantes the like; the rulers of Loharu
the service of himself, his brothers, his properiy, and caravan of 50 camels;
the ruler of Chamba land for cantonments.

This widespread desire on the part of the great feudatorles to take a
more active share in the defence of the Empire is only the counterpart of
a similar movement in our own Provinces. It would indeed have been &
mournful result of English rule if, amid the loyal arming of the native
States, British India had remained cold and inert. In gath cases the
immediate cause was the same—namely, the aggressive action of Russia.
The Russians, argues the Madras Congiress, have enlited their lately con-

uered hordes of Central Asia against Indiy, “ Have we been less loyal fo
2!15 British than the Turcomans to the Russians whom they fought with
only yesterday ?” Russian aggression has thus called forth an outburst of
patrivtism in India such as no statesman could have dreamed of, 20 years
ago. It is not needful to reproduce the picture drawn by an cloquent
speaker at the Madras Congress of the “hundred wild txibes that Russia
will tempt intomaking common cause with her in plundering our towns
and ravishing our women.” But the cheers which answered his inqui
when he put the whole question into the single sentence, ¢ Are we su’::z
fools as not to realize the difference between British and Russian rule, were
very signiﬁcant. The truth is that Russia by her instiable policy in
Central Asia has raised a spirit of self-defence in India which is animating
alike the fendatory States and the British Provinces. India has for ages
been accustomed to dread barbarian incursiohs from the north, and the old
fear has beer. again thoroughly aroused. There is a growing conviction
among the Princes and people that no treaties will binsrthe officers of the
Czar. The Penjdeh incident was one of the historical mistakes of Russia’s
semi-¢ivilized and cynical indifference to international rights. For from
Penjdeh will be found to date the new frontier defences and the closer
military organization of Indis. Never was a nobler defiance hurled back
against foreign menace than the answer that the Princes and people of
India gave to Russia’s threatened ssion.
¢ reply which the natives of the British Provinees promptly msde to
Penjdeh was a_demand to be enrolled as Volunteers. The Congross points
out that Lord Canning’s resolution permits natives to be enrolled only in exist-
ing Volunteer regiments, and not as separate corps. As the existing Volun-
teer regiments consist of Europeans who do not desire to elect I into
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their fauks. Lord Canning lin'ovision i3 practically prohibitive to native
volunteerng. One or two Indian gentlemen have indeed, obtained election
into existing corps, but as in the Regular Army 80 in the Volunteer force,
native could only be enrolled in any considerable riumbers in native regi-
ments. This proffer of their services as Volunteers is the counterpart in
British India of the offers by the feudatory Princes of their free-will sub--
sidies and troops. England may well be proud of the spectacle of a united
India, feudatory and British, loyally asking leave to join in the defence
of the Empire. ' But the political considerations involved by the accep:ance
of either set of offers demand the most deliberate caution.” Taken together
they amount to a new military organization for India. Such an organization
cannot be decided upon in & few months, As the Princes of Indi: should
not be imptient if the Viceroy delays to accept their subsidies and troops
while this great problem is being worked out, so neither should the natives
of the British Provinces misunderstand Lord Dufferin’s inability to enrol
them as voluuteers. No Viceroy or Commander-in-Chief can dec'de that
great issue, but only the British nation, which has taken on itself the
responsibility for the external defence and the internal peace of India.

Three points are, however, clear. ~ First, that if we can accept thase
magnificent offers of Indian loyalty, England will have an armed array at
her back in India that will render hopeless any project of Russian ambition
on our Eastern Empire. Second, that native volunteering in our own
provinces forms not -only a patriotic counterpart, but also a necessas
equipoise, t0 an increase in the efficiency of the feudatory armies. Third,
that both the Princes and people have urged their request in a most tem-
perate and becoming manner. All that the Princes say is,~* Uso our re-
venues and troops in whatever way the British Government thinks best.”
The Indian National Congress equally refrains from attaching conditions
to its volunteering offer, and clearly recognizes that Governthent may have
to place very careful restrictions on'a new force capable of assuming un-
known dimensions. Its resolution of 1886 ran thus:—That in view t> the
unsettled state of public affuirs in Europe, and the immense assistance
that the people of this country, if duly prepared, therefore, is capable of
rendering %o Great Britain in the event of any serious complications arising,
this Congress do earn estly appea to the Government to authorize (under
such rules and restri ctions as may to it seem fitting) a system of volunteer-
ing for the Indian inhabitants of the country such as may qualify them to
support the Giovernment effectively in any crisis” This resolution was
enthusiasticallyy reaffirmed by the Madras Congress it 1887. It also asked
for the establi Kment of military schools in India, such as the Indian Sand-
hurst which His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught is understood to
advocate, with a view to the better training of native' officers. The Con-
8rdss pointed out that the age of mercenaries is over in Europe, and that in
any. great struggle England must depend for her fighting men on her own
subjects. India can supply the one t ing wanting to the military strength
of Englam.i-—numbets. The Congress perfectly realized, however, the
gravity of its proposals. “ We none of us wish,” said the principal speaker,

Yo press this question too far. ‘We do not ask that the privilege of volun-
teering should be conferred o n everybody in India. We only make a very
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teasonable demand—namely, that the Gcvernnfent should allow those it
knows it can trust, and those only, to volunteer.” :

An appeal made in thisgpirit issure of a fair hearing in England.
Whatever may be the immediate decision, England cannot help a new and
just pride in a people in whom her training has begotten this loyal desire
to share in the defence of her Empire—a people who claim their right to
discharge their obligations as British citizens and ¢laim it with moderation
of tone and with persistent patienco under unavoidable dela.gs.

On all the various questions which I have enumerated the Congress
was uuanimous; but one proposal, the repeal of the Arms Act brought out
a wide difference of opinion among its members. A section regarded the
prohibition to wear arms, except by license, as a slur on the loyalty of the

ople. Another section (the mover of the resolution stated that he be-
Foenged to the farmer class) insisted on its practical hardshipsin a country in
which 22,907 persons and 59,029 cattle were in 1885 killed by snakes and
wild beasts, and enormous damage was done to the crops by wild boars.
A third section perceived that to allow the races of India to relapse into
their armed or tﬂee semi-armed state would be a public calamity. An armed
population means a military police and a murderous criminal class—two of
the most cruel scourges whic}l)xocan afflict a peaceful people. In India the
resumption of the wearing of weapons would also intensify the dangers aris-
ingout of religious animosities and conflicting festivals. When India went
armed, hundreds of men perished every year in street processions which now
£ws without a blow, or end in a few fanatics being carried off with sore
ones to the lock up. The result this diversity of opinion was an incon-
sequential compromise effected during the last minutes of the Congress.
One suggestion, however, deserves attention. By making over the workin g
of the Arms Act under due safeguards to the municipal and rural coun-
cils—the local"bodies most interested in preserving order—Government
would secure that sufficient licences are granted to protect each neighbour-
hood from wild beasts, and rid itself of the unpopularity arising from the
sometimes too rigid interpretation of the law. :

I have now reviewed the proposals of the National Indian Congress,
and-tried to present an impartial account of its proceedings. It was, per-
haps, inevitable that such a body should, at starting, enconnter some
musapprehonsion. It was feared, for example, that the Congress would
be t e selfish organ of a small educated section. Its yearly list of dele-

ates include, however, representatives of every order in the community—
om the native nobifity and the high official aristocracy to the professional,
banking, mercantile, trading, artisan, and agricultural classes. It was
slso anticipated that the Mahomedans, apprehensive of finding them-
selves in overpowered minority, would hold aloof. But, with the cxception
of the province in which the Mussulmans were in their own memorial
srecially, provu'i,ed for by the Education Commission as among “the
kward races,” the Mahomedans of India have cordially joined in the
movement. A Mahomedan was the president of the Madras Congress,
and the 83 Mahomedan delegates who attended furnished some of its Sl:’
speakers and men of bussiness. No terms could be stronger than those
1 which the Mahomedan members one afer the other, protested against
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the Congress being regarded as Hindu or sectarian in any sense. Then
we were warned that the Congress was a connection of the too ingemious
Bengali, and would represent only the weakest race in the Empire. Asa
matter of fact, it is the perhaps even abler Maratha who has most power-
fully influenced its proceedings. The first Cingress of 1885 was fixed
to assemble under the auspices of the great Maratlgla Association at Poona,
the headquarters of that race of hereditary administrators. When cholera
broke out at Poona, it was held at the nearest capital, Bombay. A Mara-
tha statesman (a Rajah and a Knight Commander of the Star of India)
was again the convener of the Congress at Madras. In that its Congress,
as might be expected from geographical position, the Tamil and Telugu
speaking Foples Fredomina.ted. The actual history of the Congress has
falsified the 1Initial forebodings. Yet those forebodings were uttered
with perfect sincerity. A venerable Mussulman, who rendered sugh noble
services to his countrymen, in his prime that we may well extuse the
aberration of his age, solemnly, although unsuccessfully, warned his co-
religionists against the Madras assemblage. “Ifany of you,” he is thus
reported by the Calcutta correspondent of The Times, “to whom God has
given sentiments of honour, if you accept that the country should groan
under a Bengali Koke and the people lick Bengali shoes, then in Glod’s
name jump into the train and be off to Madras”  Such violence of speech
defeats its own purpose, especially as the aged orator forgot that nearly
one-half of the whole Mahomedans of British India are Bengalis. .
The truth is that a loyal but vehement old Mussulman finds it hard
to comprehend the change which has come over the Indian political world,
It is difficult for him to understand that the problem in the India of the
Queen is no longer how to divide and govern, but how, having united, to
rule. The difficulty is shared even by some Europeans. Indeed, The
Timos lately deemed it needful to rebuke an Anglo-Indian official, of high
ﬁosition and unquestioned ability, for having “been so far tempted from
is reserve as to use langnage likely to inflame the passions of the Queen’s
subjects against another” But those who have attentively watched the
course of Indian sentiment during the past quarter of a century are accus-
tomed to these passing ex-acerbations against each of the leading races, in
turn. The Mussulmans were fgr long the chief object of gttack; during
more recent years the Mahrathas and their strongly organized association
at Poona were inveighed against. The wealth and success of the Bengali
have always made him many enemies. His superior education enabled
him to engross a disproportionate share of public emfloyment even in the
North-Western Provinces and the Punjab; he takes the bread out of the
mouths of our young English barristers and solicitors in_the Calcutta
ngﬁl Court; his” competition has reduced the number of Euglish clerks
inthe meranntile offices. At the same time, the system of great landed
estates developed by the British in Bengal has created a vyealth _and,
indeperident native gertry who do net fear to oriticize the English ¢ oials,
whila the Marathas live on the healthy uplands of the south, the Bengali
is chiefly studied by his critics in the Gangetic delta, one 9f the mah.mql
tn}cts of India. . English child-life withers in that region, a.nd it is
#aid that the British race cannot there reproduce itself, if unmixed with
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Indian blood, beyond the third generation. The fever bacillus and other
deadly germs find a permanent home in Bengal and destroy a large p:o-
portion of the nativesin childhood or before they reach their prime.  The
survivors are an attenuated race, with slender bodies, but of a bright intelli-
gence, and marvellously patient of mental labour. The Bengali is, in
fact, the product of our permanent settlement and our public instruction,
as modified by the bacteria of the delta. His English critics see him
chiefly in Calcutta and the neighbouring districts, where he is physically
at his worst, and where he is commercially and officially an inconvenient
rival.  Until lately, indeed, throughout all northern India in every post~
offico, iin every telegraph-office, in every bank you found a Bengali. This
partial monopoly of public employment resulted from the partial monopoly
which the Bengali for atime enjoyed of educational advarntages. The Caloutta
University gave an intellectual impulse which reached the Bengalisooner than
the more distant populations of the north. The Government has now remedied
this by establishing Uuiversities for the North-West and the Punjab;and as
education becomes more accessible to the robuster races the monopoly of Ben-
galidisappears. Inthe Congress he is brought face to face with the Marathas—
arace of hereditary administrators of a high physical type, patient of
Inbour as himself and endowed with a more masterful intellect.

The Congress has outlived the misapprehension that it would become
the tool of any single race or class, and has vindicated its claim to its title
ss an Indian National assemblage. But it has to encounter dangers and to
overcome temptations of a not less serious character. Of its loyalty and
moderation it has given clear proofs. But it must never forget that 1t is a
consultative body only. The one thing which the Government of a country
like India cannot permit is the slightest pretensions to imperium in impe-
rio. A speaker did well, therefure, to impress on his brother delegates that
they * are nof the legislators of the country,” although some of them have
held and others will no doubt hold seats in the Legislature. Another ne-
cessity of the Congress is to separate itself in an unmistakable manner from
the seditious or scurrilous section of the Press. The leading native journals
are loyal critics of the Government and a true strength to the British rule.
But the Indian Press has suddenly stepped into the full enjoyment of that
liberty which the English Press only won after a century-and-a-half of

. hard schooling. ~ Anglo-Indian journalism passod 50 years in peril of depor-
tation and under the terror of the censor's rod. The first English newspas
per in Calcutta was proscribed by the Government within ten months, after
which no copy could go throughthe post office ; its later numbers were edit-
edin prison. The present frecdcm of the English Press at home and in
India is a freedom purchased by discipline ; and it is a freedom not granted
in almost any country of Europe. Some of the more ignorant sections of
the native Press have shown that they arc unable t enjoy that liberty
without abusing it. The Congress clearly preceives this. One speaker, inr
deed, was too sweeping in his denunciations of the vernacular journals. His
declaration that for many of their editors “ the goal is the proper place,”
and that their tone “ would qualify, and should qualify, their writers for
prison diet,” evidently went beyond the sense of the Congress. But cheers
greeted the president's impressive warning to local agitators and pewspapers
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who, * have not fully realized the distinction between license and liberty ;
and have not wholly grasped the lesson that freedom has its 1esponsibilities
no less than its privileges. If the Congress at its yearly meetings thus
wisely confines itself to proper consultativé functions, and thus firmly se-
tes itself from disaffection of every sort, it may render great services to
ndia. In that case, and in that case alone, it will justify the openin
words of its venerable convener at Madras—* To well-balanced minds suc
a gathering mu t appear the soundest triumph of British administration
and a crown of glory to the great British nation.”

THE CUTTINGS FROM THE ENGLISH PRESS.

{The following are the extracts from the English papers, which have favourably
#poken of the movement and reviewed tne report of the Congress at length. In pub-
lishing these extracts we leave, hundreds of small paragraphs, that appeared in many'pro-
vincial and metropolitan press which only set forth the receipt of the Report and recom-
mended all interested in Indian matters to study it. In England these parapraphs weres
immensely useful, as they helped to bring to the notice of hundreds of thousands of
readers, perhaps millions that there was such a thing as Congress, and that a repory
was available and they led scores perhaps hundreds to get and read that report, but they
aro not interesting enough for republication here in 1ndia.]

(Christian World.)

The * Report of the Third Indian National Congress, held at Madras
in December last, has appeared almost simultaneously with the publication
in The Times of three lengthy articles on the origin and objects of the
Congress.  We do not think we can be mistaken in identifying the writer
of the articles with Mr. A. O. Hume, C. B, formerly a high official under
the Government of India, but, since his retirement in 1882, the leading
spirit of the new National movement in India. The proposals of Mr. Hume
and his native friends are too numerous to be even summarised here, but
the general drift of them is to enlarge the sphere of Native influence in the
management of Indian affairs, a sphere which is now cramped and narrowed
to an extent hardly appreciated'by Englishmen at home who live under
parliamentary institutions.

The three Congresses hitherto held have been successful beyond the
hopes of their promoters, and as long as the new movement is guided by
men like Mr. Hume there is little fear of its assuming a complexion calcu-
lated to cause anxiety to the Indian Government. The official Anglo-In-
dian Press regards with jealousy, if not with alarm ; but_this is, no doubs,
largely due to reminiscences of the mutiny and the dread of any innovations
in the vast machine of Indian Government which might work on it when
confronted by any similar emergency in the future.

(Manchester Guardian.)
The truth is, the cultivated intelligence of India is rising superio®
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to caste prejudices and racial differences, and, seeing in the administration of
the country no room for adequate representation, is uniting to make room
by agitating for the displacement of what is unsatisfactory. The eﬁmnsion
" and reform of the Legislative Councils are the main objects of the National
rty. As at present constituted, these Councils are in no sense represen-
tative, the official element being so much the stronger that the non-official
is practically powerless. The Executive is also the legislative authority;
taxes are imposed, laws enacted, domestic regulations framed, and foreign
engagements entered upon without reference to the taxpayer, and with-
out regard to the wishes of the people at large. The Executive, acting
on the paternal principle of doing what it likes with its own, manag-
es affairs in 1ndia according to the exigencies of the State; and thoug
it should be recognised that on the whole the rulers hive meant
well and exercised a beneficent authority under which India has develo
wonderfully, both materially and intellectually, it is none the less true that
the system of government itself is areproach, excluding as it doos the people
from the administration of their own affairs, and permitting the exercise
in combination of both Judicial and Executive functions. The reconstitu-
tion of the Legislative Councils on a partially representative basis is what
the National party are urging, and urging in a spirit of perfect loyalty to
the Crown. They say that the Government of India, in awakening Native
intelligence, in affording the people educational facilities, and in placing
the higher cultivation within their reach, prepared them for the repre-
sentative system, and equipped them efficiently to take a part in it. Why
then, they ask, should they be deniad institutions for which they have
been so admirably fitted by the Gvoernment? Perhaps, the best notion
of what the Legislative Councils are as they ‘are at present counstituted
was given by Rajah Rampal Singh at the Mgldras meeting., “ On one
occasion,” he sfid, “1 was talking to a gentleman who had the honor
‘of being a member of the Council of the Governor-General for making laws,
but who knew not one syllable of English. He was one of the Maharajahs
of the North-Western Provinces, and a relation of mine too. I asked the
Maharajah, ¢ How did you manage to vote and take part in the discussion ?’
. He told me, * It was difficalt at first, for I do not understand English, nor
- was Lallowed to take anybody with me to explain what went on to me ;
" but as I receive it through the favor of the Viceroy, I raise my hand when-
ever tl:g,Viceroy raises his, and I hold down mine when he holds down his

hand, L5 .
( Whitehall Gazette.)

India, $housands of miles away, is doing all she can to urge on us that
she longs not only for our rule, but to strengthen our rule, declaring that
our enemies must be her enemied. In Ireland, under the Roman Catholio
Church, we have a population seething with sedition : in India, education
not under those auspices, has had a diametrically opposite effect. It is a
great, a glorious time fgt England if she makes the most of her opportu-
nities—it is the begigning of a rapid downfall if for want of sufficient eelf-



(31)

confidence in themselves, our Government listen to the voice of traitors,
whose heads, & few centuries ago, would have adorned Temple Bar. What
is the great feature brought out in this Congress held in Madras, which
represented Mahomegians, Parsis, and all the t:ibes of India? It is that
these men, who as fully represent the teeming millions of India, as our
House of Commons represents Englishmer—it is that these representatives
of the wealth, intellgence and education of India feel that they have a foe
who will be their 1uin if he succeeds, and that foe is also the foe of Eng-
land—Russia | Will England rise, throwing away the good will, the warm
friendship of an impulsive Eastern race, because a few addle-headud, red-
tape officials safe in their Government offices raise a cry of alarm ata
movement which is not moving on the slow eternal wheel of a Govern-
ment-office coach | God forbid. Shall the English people never credit.
the millions of India with the good sense to see that English is a better
protector for her interests than the Russian Bear? If Ireland were to
plead and ¢o feel as India thus pleads and feels, would we not say “ God speed
toan Irish Volunteer movement 7’ There is noenternal Papal question
in India ; there are not in the Counsels of these men American~
Irish carpet-baggers—no dynamiters. We have the voice of a great country
asking us to strengthen the bonds of nnion, and to aid our small army by
a National Indian Volunteer movemnent. What a noble opportunity. Shall
we throw it away ? -

(Christian.)
By the report just published, of the Third Indian National Con-

gress, which was held at Madras in December last, it is made wonderfully
evident that the Native races can, in spite of their great , religious dif=
ferences, meet upon a united and strong platform for the discussion of the
many social and political questions affecting themselves. Great ability
was shown in the deliberations upon reforms proposed at that Congress ; all
parts of India were represented, the delegates numbering over six hundred,
not a few of them men of statesmenlike calibre.

(*Graphic. )

It is evident that in spite of the occasional violence of the vernacular
Press, intelligent Native opinion in India is thoroughly loyal to the British
Crown, and that the alleged designs of Russia meet with no favor. In
fact, the Natives are perfectly well aware that if Russia were to invade
India successfully, and drive out the British, there would simply be a
change of masters, and that the little finger of the Muscovite would pro-
bably be much thicker than the loins of the English. Years, however,
would most likely elapse before the invaders coulﬁ firmly establish them-
selves, and meaywhile & terrible period of disorganisation would eusue,
during which the less warlike races would groan under a grinding tyranny.
And this remark points another lesson taught by the Congress. ~ Hitherto,
owing to his intellectual nimbleness, the Bengali has loomed unduly large
in the imagination of the European, It is now being made clear that the
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Bengali isonly one out of many nationalities some of which are fully his
equlﬁs in intelligence, while posscssed of far higher physical capacities,

(Daily Chronicle.)

That veteran Indian statestaan, the Rajah Sir T. Madava Rao, K. C. 8.1,
in his eloquent address at the recent meeting of the Indian National
Congress at Madras, described that great gathering of represent tives of the
Native races as “the soundest triumph of British administration and a
crown of glory to the British nation” We have many sins to answer for
in Indis, but it is’something to our credit that such an assemblage as the
Congress o the National Party can meet without molestation to discuss
popular grievances, to eriticise the administration, and to help forward the
realization of the just aspirations of the Indian people. The gathering was
a truly remarkable one, and included representatives, not only of the Na~
tives of every rank, creed and race, but also of various sections of the Euro-
pean settlers. So far as social grades and positions, professions and occupa~
tions were concerned, no assembly could have been more representative of
the entire Lndian community. It was equally representative as regards
creeds, sects and castes. It included Christians, Jains, Parsis, Brahmos,
a Bikh, Hindus of all castes (except the very lowest or mo castes), and
Mussulmans. The elaborate reports of the proceeedings of the Congress
hgs jyst been issued. It is well worth the careful study of all who wish
to become well-intormed upon the questions which are agitating the minds
of the more thoughtful of our Indian fellow-subjects. Though a per-
sistent and ungenerous effort has been '‘made by certain Anglo-Indian
officials, and some of their representatives in the Pregs, to mis-
represent the aims of the National party and to charge them with dis
loyaty, there can,be no doubt that the organisation is a truly patriotic and
constitutional one, and is devoted to the attainment of objects Which ought
especially to comwmund the sympathies of Englishmen. The leaders of
the party recognise that loyalty to the British Crown and Government
must necessarily be the basis on which they are to work, The most high-
ly educated of the Natives bave joined the party, which, by their influence,
is leavening the ignorant masses with a sound and healthy political edue
cation.  So far from the party beinga séurce of danger, to British rule
itcan tend only to strengthen our authority, so long as that aathority is
exercised in the spirit of the famous Proclamation issued by the Queen
on the occasion of the transference to the Crown -of the rule of the old
East Indin Company.  As the introductory article to the admirable report
roferred to declares, “ Every man who with understandin joins the
movement is one less possible enemy in any crisis to Great Britain. It
is the National party who are true British Party ; those who recklessly
denounceitand wantonly misreﬁresent it aer the real traitors to our common
Queen and country.”  Mr, Budruddin Tyabji, the leading Mussulman
Barrister of Bombay, who was unanimously elected President of the Cone
g_ressi in his iniugura) address asked wheiher the opponents of the Na-
tional party who were always chargiag them with disloyalty, realised the
full import of the meaning of such a charge.  “ When” ho continued
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% they say that the educated Natives in India are disloyal, what does it
mean ? It means this : that in the opinion of all those who are acquainted
with the history of their own country, and with the nature of the present
and past Governments that in the opinion of these the Engiish Gnvern-
ment is so bad that it has deserved to forfeit the confidence and v & y ol
ty of the thinking partof the population. Now, gentlemen, is it conceivablo
tﬁat a more frightful and unjust condemnation of the British Government
can be pronounced than is implied in this charge of disloyalty against
the cducated Natives of India.”

The resolutions submitted to the Congress, and (in some cases after
most detailed discussion of differences, unanimously adopted by the Con-
%ress, and the speeches in which these resolutions were discussed, show :—

irst that the reforms loudly called for by the condition of the country,
and by the intelligence and law-abiding conduct of the people, will be
striven by constitutional means only; secondly, that the Indian people
us a whole, and their leaders in particular arc dominated by a sincere
loyalty to the British Government and are convinced that the granting
of their demands would not diminish—but, on the contrary, would greatly
increase—the strength of the Giovernment against external foes, while at
the same time largely adding to the prosperity of the country and thirdly,
that Indian reformers arc before all things, desirous, in the attainment of
their objects of establishing solidarity with their British fellow-subjects,
being conscious that only through the sympathy and good will of yourself,
and of others like-minded with you, can'the reforms so urgently required

be attained.
( Daily News.)

This bulky report should tend to enlighten the English people as to
the objects of the g‘lationa.l party in India, and to bring home to them
the increasing earnestness of the educated Indian Natives in their demands
for some of the advantages of that freedom of which we have taught them
to value. Not only is this record of Indian native activity circulated in’
England, but throughout the Indian Empire a catechism has been circu-
lated in the vernacular tongues teaching the people the nature of their
government from England, and *prompting them to support these Nation-
al Congresses which are trying to sccure for them some of the advantages
of that representative government which is so dear to their governors.

It should be decidedly humiliating to the English people to find them-
solves described asa nation who though willing to act justly by India,
have neither' sufficient time nor sufficient knowle(fge to do justice to that
Empire. The tone of the Congress, however, is thoroughly loyal to this
country. Ttis accurately reflected in the speech of a Mahomedan mill-
owner who spoke in favor of a resolution claiming for the Natives a system
of volunteering, “ under such rules and restrictions as might seem fitbing
to the Government.” This Native was evidently a genuine Russophobe.
He spoke of Russian designs on India in terms that might have gladden-
ed the heart of the Jingo Opposition of the 1880 Parliament. ~Contem-
plating a time when the often-imagined struggle with Russia might come,

the perforvid Mahomedan said :—* The English Government might have
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millions and hundreds of millions of money, but money will not fight. It
is men that will fight, and where will England get them when by her
present, policy she has turned us all into women ¢ Are we to be for ever
_treated as if we cannot be trusted? Are we so low and degraded that we
are not to be trusted to defend our hearths and homes? Are we such foolsasnot
torealise the difference between British and Russianrule?” Though some Ang-
lo-Indians shut their own'eyes and try to blind others to the importance of
the national movement in India, it is important to note this third Na-
tional Congress was attended by 600 delegates from all parts of India ;
that it was composed of Mahomedans, Hindus, Parsis, Native Christians
and Jains, that its president wos a Mussulman, and that the preceding Con-
giesses have been presided over successively by a Hindu and a Parsi, and that
thosc present, while animated by a loyal and even grateful feeling to Eng-
land persist particularly in demanding two reforms—tho better rapresent-
ation of Native opinion in the Legislative Councils, and the separation of
Judicial and Executive functions in the administration of the Empire. We
are cducating the Indian people; they benefit by our teaching, and ask us
to square our practice with our theory.

( Echo.)

The great representative gathering of Native delogates commenced
its sittings at Madras on the 27th Decembor. The Conference has been
called to discuss reforms of the Legislative Councils, Military expenditure,
the Arms Act, the separation of Burmah from the Indian Empiro, tho
expected deficit in the Budget, and not the least of its obicets is to cnable
—to quote the words of the Circular convening the Conference—* all ear-
nest labourers in the cause of national progress to become personally known
to each other™ The Confercnce|represents the aspirations of what we may
call young India; and there is nothing in those aspirations opposed to
what the most eminent of Anglo-Indian statesmen had admitted to be
Just or to what hasbeen promised to the people of India by the Sovereign
and Parliament of England, the time must come, and may be near, when
the Natives of India must be given some share in the Government of their
country, despite the opposition of the ruling class in India. Nothing
could be more illogical nothing more absurd, than the official position.
Many of the men who are most stoutly opposed to any concession in the
direction of Self-Government have been amongst the warmest advocates
of educa,tlon. They profess to have no confidence in the Natives, they
would give them no ‘authority, and exclude them from office as much as
gf)sslb'le; yeb they are bent in their zeal of enlightening them by the general

iffusion of knowledge. No conceit was ever more wild than this, for
what is in everg' age and every country, the great stimulus, to the pursuit
of knowledge but the prospect of fame, or wealth, or power ? And what is
even the use of great attainments if they are not to be devoted to their
noblest purpose—the service of the community? “Are we," asks Mr.
Macaulay in his celebrated speech upon Government of India,  to keep
the people of India ignorant fn order that we may keep them submissive!
ordowe think that we can give them knowledge withont awnkening
pmbition ? or do we mean to awaken ambition and provide it with no legiti-
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mate vent ? Who will answer any of these questions in the affirmative ?
Yet one of them must be answered in the affirmative by every person
who maintains that we ought to exclude the Native from high office. I
have no fears. The path of duty is plain before us, and it is also the path
of wisdom, of national prosperity, of national honor” Fifty four years
have passed since the speech was delivered from which we take this extract.
During that period the education of the Natives of Indiain Western know-
ledge has spread apace, yot to-day, wo find a great Conference sitting in
Madras to complain that the people of Iudia are still virtually excluded
from all control over the affairs of their country.

( North Middlesex Chronicle.)

This bulky, but extremely important, document contains a full and
verbatim report of a Congress consisting entirely of Native Indian leaders
and representatives. The speeches,in which various reforms are called
for anc{) advocated, reveal a force and intensity which nothing can distort,
and show that these Indian reformers are animated by sinccre loyalty to
the British Government, and that they are before all things desirous of
establishing solidarity with their British fellow-subjects, being conscious
that only through their sympathy and good-will the reforms so
urgently required can be attained. To those who wish to study curreng
Indian politics and opinion, this volume would be invaluable.

( Liverpool Post.)

England, the mother of Parliaments, may, at some future date, be the
parent of one in India. Such a result would be only in legttimate accord-
ance with the aspirations the people have always been encouraged to enter-
tain ; and it would be a more certain barrier against Russia than any
armies we could put in the field.  Whatever, officialism may do in India,
it is quite beyond the power of any authority to check the growth of pub-
lic feeling in that vast community which the last three years have wit-
nessed. g.Phi:s feeling should have the sympathy, of every Englishman
and Englishwoman, for it owes'its development to solemn pledge volun-
tarily offered by our sovereigns and statesmen to the natives of India
during the coursc of more than half-a-century. Thirty years ago in a
State proclamation her Majesty renewed the pledges given by her uncle
William IV, in I883. That these pledges have been to some extent
redeemed no ong, of course, would think of denying.  Officialism would,
no doubt, say they had been far too amply, even extravagantly, redeemed.
That this is'not the couviction of the people of India was significantly
shown during the Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon. That it is not so now is
shown by the report of the meeting of the third Indian National Con-
gress at Madras at the close of last year.

English administration in regard toa population only ene-third less
than that of China, but infinitely more diversified in race and creed, has
1ot always been worthy of the more than generous eulogiums passed
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upon it at this third Indian National Congress, though they will be none
tl?e lss gratifying to the national amour propre. bat is of more imme-
diate intorest is the rapid growthand present development of national feel-
ing as evidenced by the congress. The success of this third annual
meeting was the more remarkable from the unsuitability of Madras for
such a purpose, and the city is two thousand miles distant by rail from
Lahore, ans further still from the more western portions of the Punjab.
An equal distance lies between Madras and Calcutta, though half of this
may be “abridged Ly those who are not afraid of sea sickness. By road
rail or’sea the appointed place of meeting is about 1,500 miles from Luck-
now, Allahabad, Benaras, Patna, and Agra, more than 2,300 from Nagpore
and Kurachi,and close upon 800 even from Bombay. The English Govern-
ment may be literally said to have made such a gathering possible.
Even with the assistance of railways, however, a considerable amount of
enthusiasm is necessary to induce aman to undertake a journey of 2,000
or even 700 miles for imporsonal and purely public objects.  The fact of
this being done becomes still more remarkable when it is borne in mind
that this gathering from all parts of India was composed of men who for
centuries%mve been in a position of racial and religious antagonism, and
who may bo said in this instance to have supplied an illustration of the
saying about the lion lying down with the lamp,

«  This unique native Parliament, for such it was though without exe-
cutivo power, was held in a huge shed, or “ pandal,” as.it is called in the
district. As many as 8,000 persons were assembled in it at one time, and
yot every word of the speakers could be distinctly heard over the whole
nrea, thanks to the perfect order and demeanour of all the proceedings.
The delegate representatives from the various parts of India were elected
by popular Votes, and in many cases their travelling and other expenses
were paid by their constituents. In some instances the funds were sup-
plied by local magnates who had diplomatic reasons for not taking a pub-
lic part in tho proceedings. In others the delegates had to overcome local
ofticial hostility before they could attend the Cougress. In spite of such
difficulties, every province, sub-province, and, except in the Punjab almost
every large city was represented, while in Bombay and Madras every town,
district, and association was represented. ‘Every class of the community,
too, bad its spokesman, from the old aristocracy down to the shopkeepers
and small agriculturists, while the higher landed interest was well repre-
gented. Among the constituents of the assembly were newspaper editors,
doctors, millowners, manufacturers, ministers, missionaries and artisans.
One of the latter, a carpenter by trade, made a most sensible speech in
Tamil on the necessity for a regular system of technical education. The
resolutions submitted to and endorsed by the congress should be studied
in the report, and will be found to repay serious attention. Enough to
say here that the spirit in which they are drawn is excellent, and full of
loyalty to English rule, The fact is recognised that only through this
country can necessary and desirable reforms in the native administration
be secured, and that they can be only hoped.for through the. direct influ-
ence of the Euglish constituencies. Finally, an ardent desire is expressed
for the solidarity in common interests of the people. of this country. aud
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those of India. The most interesting fact about the Madras congress is,
however, that in it the hitherto voiceless 200,000,000 of India have at last
found an articulate utterance,

(Western Mercury,)

The proposals discussed at the National Congress, recently held in
Madras, are conclusive evidence that India is rapidly advancing on the
- path of European civilisation, Each of the reforms which it is now urged
should be introduced in India, at one time or another, as formed the sub-
ject of bitter controversy between the Liberals and Tories in England. It
is, therefore, only to be expected that the same parties will renew their
struggle on the great battle-ground of our Indian Empire. This, indeed,
has already proved to be the case. The resolations passed by the Madras
Congress substantially embody the policy advocated by Lord Ripon, and
so strenuously opposed by the Anglo-Indians, and their Conservative allies
at home. The principal reform demanded by the national party in India
is the recognition of the right of the people to a larger share in the manage-
ment of their own affairs, fiscal and otherwise. It cannot be said that the
request assumes an unreasonable form. At present, in the Legislative
Councils the official members and the non-official members are in the
proportion of two-thirds : to one-third : the Congress urges that this
ratio should be altered to one-half. The change would still leave the
Government with a practical working majority in the Councils, as the
points of disagreement among the non-official members are so numerous
that united opposition would in reality never exist. A still more impor-
tant proposal is embodied in the resolution that the Legislative Councils
should be partiaily elective. That such a reform will be effected at once
is, perhaps, too mnch to expect. A parallel is offered in the English Reform -
Bill of 1832 ; and it was not, is well known, till the Tories saw that Eng-
land was on the brink of a revolution that they allowed this measure to
pass. Ibtis possible that they will pursuethe same policy with regard
to the demand put forward by India for partial Self-Government. To
delay acceding to such a reasonable aspiration would be to pursue a danger-
ous course. India is at the.present time fairly well effected towards
England; butif we repress her natural tendency towards development, we
may easily create afeeling of sullen disaffection, which Russia would speedi-
ly turn to her own advantage, Sir Richard Temple was aware of the dan-
ger which we ran of losing India if we refused to rocognisethe represent-
ative principle. - Some time ugo he recorded his opinion in these words :
%t must be remembered that the elective principle is essential tc that
political training which every stable government (like that of the British
in India) must desire to see possessed by its subjects. " Sir Auckland
Colvin expressed himself to the same effect when he was Governer of the
North-West Provinces. “ The business of administration in India be-
comes more complex as years pags on,’—he wrote—“and the wants of
the conntry grow more numerous. It is imposble for Government, une
aided by the people, either to know or to supply those wants, It isto
the co-operation of the peoplein the administration of certain brauches
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of public business that the Government must look to enable it to deal
successfully with its difficulties. ” The Government at lome cannot
be too strongly urged to give effect as rapidly as possible to the
Resolutions passed by the Madras Congress on this subject. Delay is
suicidal.  If the Native population be contented, and well disposed towards
English rule, we can afford to defy the dun%er of Russian encroachments.
1f, however, we are bLated and disliked by the Natives the days of our
Indian Empire are numbered.

(Weekly Record.)

At a time when the home division of the British Empire is passin
through one phase of a struggle, in which one part cries for “ Home Rule,”
and the other Part says “No,” it is interesting to look beyond the horizon,
and over the minor questions of “Compensation” and such like, to see
what the other parts of the empire are doing; to watch the changes which
take place in appearances—social, commercial, political—national ; and
further, to try to fully understand to what extent they are representative
of the educated and modernised sections of Indian society which we have
hitherto scoffed at as “ Babuism” ; and they fully understand the difference
begween the Russian rule which assimilates wild tribes of Turcomans and
Afghans with the view of banishing them upon the piains of India, and
the British rule which establishes peace and security for every subject.

The growth of the Native idea of combination with the Anglo-Indian
garrison for the defence of the frontier should be encouraged. The Natives
are anxious to enrol themselvesin volunteer regiments, and to comport
themselves as loyal citizens of Empire. Their offer ought to be accepted
* with reservation. Volunteer regiments officered by Englishmen would be
at least a good garrison defence in war, and the regular troops could safely
be sent to the frontier, if such a second line existed. The volunteer sys-
tem, however, reccives very spare encouragement from the War Office at
home ; and in India it will have to fight an uphill game before it is recog-
nized. But in the volunteer system lies the secret of the defence of the
Indian Empire. The Iudian troops are ntore than a match for Russian
regiments. We have no other foe to fear in Asia, and why not make our
rule safe by organising a cheap army of some five hundred thousand men
officered by Englishmen ; ruled and administrated by Englishmen ; an army
which, without officers, would be as useless against English troops as the
mutinous Sepoys, and which might find occasional employment in our little
frontier wars? The Indian Congress advances the point of the military
organisation of the people before civil reforms. It has few suggestions to
make in the way of amendment of the law, which is so good and so well
administered that the people rejoice to find themselves under such an ad-
ministration. They now claim to enter into partnership with us in the
defonce of their homes, and it will be to our advantage to humour them.
But we have to satisfy ourselves that the demand truly proceeds from the
sentient classes of India. Without that assurance we might be delivering
ourselves to the democratic ideas of the Babus,
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(Liberal and Radical.)

THE report of the Third Indian Congress, held in Madras last Decem-
ber, is not only a considerable volume, but one full of interest to persons
interested in the constitutional development of our great Empire in the East.
It is useless for English statesmen to rant and prattle about our great
dependency, unless they are prcpared to do something to assist that country
in the several ways which the true and real friends of India wish. We have
educated the people very largely, and now they are elucated they want to
employ their abilitics and genius in the service of their country, and just
delmands from us that we should open the services wider still for Native
talent.

(Kent Arqus)

Compared with the Congress of 1886, this Congress appears to have
been morc numerously attended and more thoroughly national and represen-
tative in character; and by the' cordial support which it received from
high-class English papers in e/ery Presidency, gave abundant proof of the
greal increase in the movement of which it is one outward and wisible sign.
Indeed what in 1885 was little morc than an experiment had cvery appear-
ance of having become a permanent National Institution.

( Weekly Guardian. )

- These reforms, advocated by the Congress, look rather sweeping to
the average English mind, and would probably be treated with contempt
and ridicule by most Anglo-Indian officials. Notwithstanding the represen~
tative character of the Congress, it is likely that its demancs are not even
understood by the bulk of the people, who in many cases are neither
wishful nor ready to have such power thrust into their hands. Even in
the Congress itself there is much difference of opinion as to the extent
to which popular representation should be put in practice, and the right
time to begin. On such subjects it may safely be assumed that the
members of the Congressard far in advance of national public opinion.
They are in many cases men whose minds have been opened and quickened
by direct contact with English institutions and European literature, and
it is likely that many years will pass away before they have brought their
countrymen anywhere near their own level. But this is not any reason
why t{eir deliberations should be overlooked or sneered at; it is rather
areason why they should receive the thouhgtful consideration of every
politician who has ever pondered over the grave problems of the future
of India. These Congresses mark the direction which ina few years
the tide of popular feeling will run, perhaps with overwhelming strength,
and wise men will try by foresight to guide into safe and beneficial channels
a current Which, if met simply by attempts to block its way, might
sweep everything before it in widespread wreck and ruin. Not only
of the Queen of England, but of the Empress of India, too, may it be said
that:—
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Statesmen at her Councils met,

Who knew the seasons when to take
Occasion by the hand, and make

The bounds of freedom wider yet.

(Northern Whig.)

More than & century ago— to put it in round figures—when England
began practically to. influence the destinies of India, the country was com-
pletely disintegrated. Distrust, jealousy, and hatred were rife amongst the
almost innumerable tribes who overran theland, internecine warfare raged alt
round, the conqueror of to-day being the captive of to-morrow, life and
property were not Worth an hour’s purchase, and, though last not least, the
soil was uncultivated, and the shadow of impending famine hovered over

.the Empire like a pall. What a contrast to this (%isma.l picture did the
Madras Congress present! There, chosen by the popular voice, a vast body
of men, representative of every race, creed, and community that compose
India’s heterogeneous population, met todiscuss mattersrelating to the welfare
of their common country, which during the hundred years—a mere day, so
to speak, in the life of a nation—it had been under British rule had, des-
pite many adverse circumstances, so far progressed in the path of civilisa-
tion as to render that assemblage possible. The Congress was held #o
further the objects of the national movement, whose cardinal principle is
unswerving loyalty to the British connection. The ends it aims at are
briefly, the fusion into one national whole of all .the different and, until
recently, discordant elements that constitnte the population of India; the
gradual regeneration in every respect—mental, moral, social and political—
of the nation ; and solidarity of the union between England and Tudia.

- Many eloquent speeches werc made demonstrating the necessity of the
reforms sought to be effected and strenuously repudiating oven the re-
motest idea of hostility to the British connection. The speakers emphasis«
ed'in the most forcible manner their fealty to their Empress, and their
deep conviction that the prosperity, culture, and intelligence, which existed
in the country, were the direct offapring.of its union with Great Britain.
A'series of resolutions were adopted setting forth the popular demands, amongst
which' were the expansion and reform of the Council of the Governor-
General and the provincial Legislative Councils; a complete separation of
the Executive and Judicial functions, so that they shall not be eombined
in the same offlcer; the practical opening of the higher grades of the mili-
tary service to the Natives of the country, and, to attain this end, the es-
tablishment of military colleges for the education and training of officers;
the organisation of volunteer corps, so that the Indian population might be
capable of rendering effective assistance to England in the event of any
serious complication arising out of the unsettled state of public affairs in
Flurope; the reduction of the assessable minimum for income-tax to 1,000
rupees; and the elaboration of'a system of - technical education. A great
deal of spasmodic crockiné has been indulged inas to the desire of India
to break from the Home Glovernment, and the article headed “ Will Eng-
land Retain India ?” by Mr. Meredith Townsend, in the Contemporary Ke-
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view, may be taken asafair sample of the pessimistic views which some hold in
reference to this question. We think the proccedings of the National
Congress are an unequivoeal refutation of such assertions, and prove that,
though the country may seck for and formulate in Council assembled those
reforms which it deems necessary for its well-being, it is none the less true
to its allegiance to that State to which it has solemuly declared it owes so
much. It is to be hoped that Parliament will deal with the subject prompt-
ly, and while safeguarding the interests of the Empire, shaw t ou. Tudian
fellow-subjects that England in the treatment of her dependcucies remains
faithful to her proud boast of being a land where freedom slowly broadens
down from preccdent to precedent.

(City Press.)

The resoltutions unanimously passed at the Congress, it is claimed,
“reveal with a force and intensity which nothing can distort” that the
reforms loudly called for by the condition of the country, and by the in-
telligence and law-abiding conduet of the people, will be striven for by
constitutional means only ; that the people, as a whole, are sincerely loyal;
and that Indian reformors are, before all things, desirous, in the attainment
of their objects, of establishing solidarity with their British fellow-subjects.

(Western Press.)

In a pamphlet just published, setting forth the views of Mr. Allan O.
ume, as expressed at a large public meeting in Alluhabad, the objects of
the Indian National Congress are detailed so clearly and fully, and ab the
same time in so moderate a tone, that the principles adopted by the so-called
national party cannot fail to arrest attention. Kor the enlightenment
which has led intelligent Indians to desirc these far-reaching advantages
for their country the attitude and methods of successive Home Governments
are to be held responsible, and there is no rcason why doubt or hesitation
should interferc with the acknowledgment of such gratifying results of a
truly generous and progressive pglicy.

(Glasgow University Herald.)

The Congress was thoroughly represeutative of the various peoples of
India ; the speeches, though some of them were pitched in rather a strong
key were on the whole fiill of good fecling toward the dominant race, and
the spirit of loyalty displayed was fervid in the extreme. The demands of
the Congress have, of course, been stated already, and this is not the place
to discuss them. They include the reform of the Legislative Councils, the
separation of the Executive and Judicial functions, the opening up of the
hlgher grades of military service to Natives, the establishment in India of
the Voluntecr system, a changc in the incidence of the Income-tax, the es-
tablishment of a system of techuical cducation, and the modification of the
Arms Act. These are all subjects of legitimate discussion, and the views of
our fellow-subjects in Indin regarding them should be made as widely
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known among the British electorate as possible. It is to be feared, how-
ever, that the bulky pamphlet just sent out is too big to answer the pur-
ose. It contains a vast mass of excellent material, but life is short, and

the volume Jooks decidedly repellent.
( West Briton.)

Such gatherings as these, however, little practical fruit they may at
first bring forth, can only be conside_red as “sign of the tilpes.” To econduct
a public agitationjin India is far different from undertaking the same work
in England.  The Government of England is really a Democracy. Parlia-
ment 1s supreme, and the people make the Parliament or, at least, the House
of Commons, whose views, with sufficient popular force behind them, must
ultimately prevail. Not so in India. There representative institutions, as
we understand them, are unknown. Of inestimable benefit as that Govern-
ment has proved in the past, yet it is a bureaucracy over which the people
have not an atom of direct power. Their only hope liesin an agpeal to
Casar in the shape ofjthe peofle of the United Kingdom. What then, we
should ask, are the demands put forth? We are the people who make
them, and what is their attitude towards the crown? These questions can
all be satisfactorily answered. The requests are of the most reasonable
aud moderate character. The pringipal one is the extension of reprosenta-
tive institutions in a small way at first, but-ultimately in something like
the shape we enjoy. The Indian Government have already taken some steps
in this direction in the matter of Local Government. It is to be hoped that
they will accelerate their pace as much as is consistent with safety. Then
the Native facilities should be given to them to cnter the service of the
Government,and that the enormous salaries at present paid to Auglo-Indian
officials should be reduced. The spread of technical and general education,
and the relief of taxation, are also reforms which have been advocated. The
men who have proposed these reforms are drawn from all classes; they ac-
knowledge the blessing® of English rule, and theironly desire is to obtain it
more on the English pattern. At all three of the Cungresses the demonstra-
tions of loyalty have been of the most ex¢reme character. In fact, one of
the demands most strongly urged has been the inauguration of a Volunteer
movement with a view to meeting a possible attack from Russia. Such a
movement, it is urged, need not%e general, but may be confined to those
Districts where the people can be trusted. The fact that assemblies such
as those we have referred to, should be possible, and that the delegates
thereto should come as national representatives with one common aim, the
good of their country, is an eloquent testimony to the beneficence of our
rule, but at the same time it is an indication that India will not always be
content under the same regime as at present.

(Gloucester Journal)
Such is the organism by which the popular will in India has, at last

found adeql;mte expression. [t is the natural outcome of the measure of
freedom which England;has extended to India, the necessary result of the
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higher education which we have given in our schools and colleges, of a
free Press, of free speech, and free power of political combination. A little
leaven has leavened the whole lump; and a new power has arisen in the
State. Of the strength and extent of the movement there can be no doub.
What does it portend to our rule in India? Isit the beginning of the
end? or is it not rather the dawn of & brighter morning for a long suffer-
ing race—the beginninﬁ of a stronger and higher rational life, to be en-
joyed in happy partnership with England, the mother of free nations? The
answer to these momentous questions depends, we believe, entirely upon
the line of conduct adopted by the English nation. If they remain true to
their best traditions, and show theniselves just, fearless, and unselfish, then
all will be well. Confidence in the people means safety, prosperity and
honor. But if, on the other hand, they allow themselves to ge deceived by
cliques of interested officials, if they throw back the proffered friendship of
the Indian people, and embark on a policy of distrust and repression, then
certainly the future is a dark one both for India and for England.

It 1s, indeed, a sad pity that John Bull does not try to understand
the Indian question which isquitc a simple one. India is a vast country,
almost a continent in itself, containing every variety of soil aud climate,
and inhabited by 250 millions of docile, intelligent, and industrious people.
These millions are, as agriculturist, capable of bringing every known product
to the highest perfection; as consumers, they afford a market sufficient to
take all the manufactures our workshops can turn out; by inclination they
are attached to the British connection; and, awakened by the touch of
western arts and seiences, they are eager to revive their ancient civilization,
and to take a worthy position among the nations of the world. This is
India of the year of grace 1888. And the Indian question simply is, whe-
" ther this magnificent dependency shall be administered for the good of the

Eeople of Ingia, and to the safety, honor, and welfare of our Sovereign and
er dominions ; or whether it shall be left to the tender mercies of a mono-
polist bureaucracy, & prey to greedy cliques and selfish class interests. The
sins of John Bull in this matter are those of omission. His impulses to-
wards Indians have always been good, and his actions, when he has been pur-
suaded to act, have been wise and benevolent. But unfortunately he neg-
lects his duty as a guardian to she Indian people, and habitually leaves the
management of this giffat trust in the hands of official agents who have
again and again been proved untrustworthy, who are practically irrcspon-
85)19, and whose interests are in most respects diametrically opposed to
those of the people of India. Evenin Eugland the tax-payers, with all
their parliamentary power, fail to control the extravagancies of the great
spending departments. What can we expect in India, where the power is
not with the tax-payers but with the tax-eaters? Naturally the fixed po-
licy of the Indian Government is one tending to the profit and glorification
of the civil and military services, a policy of lavish expenditure in salaries,
of excessive taxation, and unprovoked wars of aggression. This was so
100 years ago, when Edmund Burke dragged some of the chief offenders
before the judgment seat of Parliament. And it isso now. While our
highest military authorities assure us _that our army is insufficient for its
duties of defence, the Government of India employs its available forces in
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 foolish and unjust war of couquest beyond the Indian frontier. As if we
had not already far more territory than we can manage, Upper Burmah, a
province as large as France, is added to our dominions; the brave and harm-
less people of the country are shot down as dacoits because they sry to
defend their homes from invasion ; and the cost of this buccanecring expe-
dition is extracted from the unhappy Indidn tax-payer, whose total average
income is less than three-half-pence a day; although in order to levy the
required amount a tax of 2,000 per cent. has to be placed upon salt, which
for a vegetarian rate is a first necessary of life.

Such a policy is a disgrace to England; and by ruinirg the TIndian
people and by alienating their atfection it must end in  the loss of our In-
dian Empire. It is well known that in all Russian schemes for the invasion
of India some co-operation by the Native races is regarded as a condition
essential to success. While the “thin red line” of British troops is engaged
along the frontier, the Russian invader reckons upon a rising among the
people of India in the rear of the defending army. And if this expectation
18 re_alised, no doubt the English army wonld be extinguished, and our
Emyjire in India would become “a thing of the past.” Our true safety lies
in confidence in the Indian people, and in deserving such gonfidence. Then
India, instead of being a source of danger and discreditable panic, will be-
come to England a tower of strength. Nor is there the slightest difficulty
in attaining such a result, which will be equally beneficial to India and
England. Hitherto England has been able to plead the excuse of ignorance
for her wrong-doing and blunders in Indian affairs. Now happily she has
no longer cause to plead such an excuse, For now at last the voice of India
has made itself heard, and in clear and ¥endly accents tells us how we may
redecm the crrors of the past and cement a happy union in the future.
How the first steps in this  direction should be taken is pointed out in the
resolutions passed unanimously by the Indian National Congress. These
resolutions refer to such plain and practical matters as peace and adminis-
trative economy, the expansion and reform of the Legislative Councils, the
separation of Judicial from Executive fynctions, the administration of the
Income-tax and Arms Act, volunteering, and technical education. The
intelligent reprosentatives of Indian public opiygpn_know very well that
11}'1fier existing circumstances an independent Indian Empire is an impossi-
bility. And they have no desire at allto exchange the progressive rule of the
ire_gst nation in the world for the retrogressive despotism of Russia, their
object, therefore, is, by friendly criticism and suggestion, to remove those
dechrs in our administration which cause it to be unpopular, so that the
feeling of attachment now existing towards England may be confirmed as
a permanent national sentiment, and the two countries linked together in a
partnership of common interest and mutual good will. The spirit of the
Indian National Congress is well illustrated by a joint letter, which accom-
panies the &)nnted report, and is addressed to the friendly British People.
It is signed by the Presidents of the moetings of the Congress heldp ab
Bumbgy, Calcutta and Madras in 1886-7-8 We trust, for the sake both
;:: ‘Eu.dm and of England, that (his appeal unto Cwsar will not have been

ain,
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( Shetland News.)

Although India has been under British rule for abont a century,
during which time she has enjoyed all the blessings that peace and firm
government can give, nevertheless there are still many reforms to be
worked out that require earnest attention.

(Overland Teleqraph.)

We had oceasion to call attention to a former Congress of tha Na.
tives of India, and this again is most important gathering of the same kind.
1t is impossible indeed to overestimate the importance of the movement,
by which two hundred millions of our fellow-suhjects seek to ohtain a
voice in the reforms naturally demanded by the changed and changing
conditions of Indian life.  The most striking reults of theso Congresses
are the evidence of the intelligent loyalty of the people well aware of
the many advantages they obtain under our strong rule, and the svident
resolve to strive for the necessary reforms hy constitutional means. We
cannot doubt that it is wise to bhear these opinions, still less can we ques-
tion the advisability on any ground of giving effect to them xo far as
possible.  This volume is a most valuable resume of Indian public opini-
on on great imperial questions, and may be consulted by all who are intes-
ested in our great Eastern empire [and who is not] with marked advan-
tage.

£ In fact we have taught them to demand reforms constitutionally,
and they avail themselves intellige'ntly of the privilege.

(Stockport Herald.)

The Congrass, which was the third of its kind, showed a great advance
on its predecessors, both in point of interest and importance. 8ome six
hundred delegates, comprising many of the most cultured and intelligent
of the Native races, were gathered in one large assembly hall, and their
proceedings were watched with eager interest by over 1.500 spectators.,
No one can read the speeches® given during the four days that the Con-
gress sat without being struck by the moderate tone, the unshaken loyalty,
and the deep-rooted patriotism which each speaker displayed, as well as
their refinement and eloguence. *The leaders of the national party include
the entire culture, their followers the entire intelligeuce of the country.
There are no doubt, educated men of strongly Conservative tendencies who
hold aloof because the movement is new, but, broadly speaking, the culture
and intelligence of the empire is embodied in the national party. This
culture is the direct offspring of the union with Great Britain, and to
all who share this culture Great Britain is the parent of all tbat to them
makes life worth living. From the conditions of the case they are ne-
cossarily loyal to the backbone they could only be disloyal if the British
Government werea very bad Government, The objects of the nutional
movement are threefold : the fusion into one national whole of all the differ-
ent and, till recently, discordant elements that constituto the population
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of India ; the gradual regeneration along all lines, mental, moral, social,
and political, of the nation thus evolved; and the consolidation of tha
union between England and India by securing the modification of such
of its conditions as may be unjust or injurious to the latter country. The
Congress was imvended to enable all interested in public questions to supple-
ment their knowledge and correct their views in the light of the infor«
mation possessed and the opinions held by others, to exorcise sectarian
and class antipathies by associating all in one common work for the com-
mon good, to habituate all to personal sacrifice, and by concentrating
the most strenuous efforts on great national question and diminishing
the absorption in local or purely selfish interests, to foster a wider altruism
anda more genuine public spirit. It was also intended to familiarise
the country with the mebhods and working of representative institutions
on u large scale, and thus, as this familiarity grew, to demoustrate to the
Government and people of England that India was already ripe for
some measure of those institutions to which the entire intelligence of the
country so earnostly aspires. Its promoters claim that there is not one
of these objects that has not been already partially achieved, and not one
of which the perfect accomplishment in a not distant future does not
appear to be, humanly speaking, certain. As an instance of this, we may
state that it was resolved that in view of the growing poverty of the people
of India, representative institutions ought to be established in India, as this
would place it, within their power to effect those reforms in the adminis-
tration which they believed to be necessary to relieve that poverty.
Amoung the other resolutions which were endorsed were those dealing with the
comnplete separation of the executive and judicial functions in officials, the
establishment of Nutive military colleges, the formation of an Indian
Volunteer force for defensive purposes, reform of the taxasion, the elabora-
tion ot a system of technical aducation suitable to the condition of the
country, and the modification of the Arms Act, which casts an unmerited
slur upon the loyalty of the people. The next Congress is to be held at
Allababad in December next.

(Southport Visitor.)

The Empire in the East, of which our Queen is Kaiser, or Empress, is,
a3 we all know, a vast possession locatedsin that part of the earth where
nature is the most generous, both with her sunshine and her luxury of soil.
The population of India is 300 millions, and the area amounts to over &
million and a quarter square miles, including Native States. The country was
fought forby Clive, and other Englishmen who flourished after him, and it was
obtained, generally speaking, in an honourable way, judging the matter from
the stand point of the times in which the conquest was made. How the
territory was turned into British, however, does not now matter, seeing that
if we had not annexed it or purchased it, would now have been captured,
by some other European nation which would have had no more right to it
than we had, and which would not have dealt with the Natives in nearly so
fair and upright a mauner as have the British nation. Sunk in the depths,
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of ignorance, weakness, and misery wasted by wars between the pelty
rincelets who then divided the country into a multitude of little king-
oms over which they ruled with despotism —such was the ¢ndition of the
masses of the country when it came into the hands of the English. The
East Indian Company, who first ruled the Hindus, effectcd many improve-
ments in the condition of the peoplcs, but the main good derived from the
Government of that Company was the prevention of the ravages of war, so
that the Natives were given more time and more_inclinatiou to undertake
their own advancement. After the Mutiny, the English Crown wa3 vested
with the direct sovereignty of the dependency, and the rule of the Company
having prepared the people in an educational sense for furcher improve-
ments, a very excellent system of government, was adopted—public Schools
and Universities were established, State Railways were builr, Municipal
Boards for towns and cities were elaboarted, and many great and
important works were carried out for the benefit of the conniry at large.

In the treatment of the Mahomedans and Hindus who furm the bulk of
the population, a very wise course was adopted, perfect freedsm bein given
for all religious worship. Careis taken in India that every mwn shall®have as
good opportunity for observing the rites of religion, as in England has been
given to Catholics since the Emancipation Aets. Kindness and conciliatory
treatment are always shown to the Natives, and under the excellent adminis-
tration—so far as 1t goes—of public affairs the nation has thrived and im-
proved wonderfully since its days of subjection, proverty and woe. There is
still much proverty among the very lowest classes, but n the course of time
it may reasonably be hoped that all but a small per centage of the com-
munity will be in the positiop to earn a very respectable liveli-
hood. ~ It would be utopian for any nation to cxpect to remove every trace
of proverty. The result of the fairness of English Government has been to
create a large amount of loyalty to the English Crown. It is obvious to those
who have visited India, and observed the conduct and listened to the con-
vensation of the Native people that to a very large extent, the population is
distinctly satisfied with England as the dominant power. It is true some of
he Native papers are filled with vituperations of Britain, and of the Execu-
tive Officers of the British Government who live in India; but it would be
absurd to expect any vast body of human being to be pleased with their sur-
roundings ; and dissentient sprinkling as found in every community. On
the whole, the Indian nation is loyal to the country to which it is depen=
dant, The proof of this is found in the fact that the chief accomplishment
given to Hindu or Mahomedan children is the knowledge of our language.
Any thing that is English is eagerly studied, and all English books and pe-
riodicals are voraciously read. The demand for English books amounts to a
craze, as we happen to know. We tried in vain to obtain a Latin Dictonary:
in Calcatta ; and the same difficulty would probably have been experienced
is obtaining & French lexicon, But the importation of English volumes is
continuous, Educated Natives, many of whom have been through English
Universities, are frequently met with, and as our tongue in the popular
schools itin very rapidly becomingas common in Indin—especinlly near the -
lazge towns—as it s in Wales, _All the children first learn Hindustani, and
then are taught English ia the Giovernment schools large numbers of the
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Natives are busily engaged in commerce and manufacture, whilst thoe
clerks in the offices of English merchants, the officials on the railways,
most of the clerks in the banks, and many of the Police are Natives of the
country, It will thus be seen that the Indiansare rapidly acquiring
education and business capacity, and their earnest perusal of British books
and news papers is leading them to the inevitable end—the desire, now
they feel competent to conduct their own uffairs,

At present the Government is vested in the Viceroy and a council
composed of officials and Natives, and selected by the Governor-General
himself or by the Government. There -is, therefore, no representative
assembly. A strong feeling is being created among thy Natives, espocially
the educated Natives, that a Parliament elected by the people should
conduct the public affairs of the nation—a Parliament elected on a fran-
chise, which will, at least, include all the educated men in the country, and
all the men in such a sccial trusted to exercise the position that they may
be important function of Self-Governmet. There are other improvemont
which the Natives desire to bring about, and to gain their end they have
adopted®what must be termed a wise and constitutional course, namely, the
holding of an annual [ndian National Congress, at which properly-appoint-
ed deputies from all Districts in the dependency attend. The first Congress
was held in 1885, when 100 gentlemen assembled at Bombay from all parts
ofIndia. In 1886-440 gentlemen, elected for the purpose, asssmbled at
Caleutta ; and in 1887—Ilast December—the third Congress was held, when
604 gentlomen, elected by alnost all the large towns and associations in the
Indian Empire, met at Madras. Next December the fourth Congress will
be held at Allahabad. The delegates consisted of Piinces, lawyers, doctors,
landholders, editors and proprietors of journals, and other leading Nativos,
and the discussions were carried on in Engiish. Some Anglo-Indians were
present and many Eurasians.

Lt may be taken for grauted that, after all the expense and trouble of
the English people to ohtain, to keap, and to bring into such an efficient
and prosperous condition, their Indian Empire they will nct do anything to
weaken their hold upon that Ewmpire, at any rato not unless the Natives
would be thoroughly capable of keeping it themselves, and preventing any
other foreign power from obtaining possession of it. Still, the appointment
of a Parliament of a represontative character, to carry on the public affairs,
to regulate taxation, &c., would have no weakening effsct upon British
rule, if due powers of rejection were given to tho Viceroy as representative
of the Queen. In fact, it may be taken that to establish such a Represen-
tative National Council would teud to increase the respect of the Indians
for the ruling power. Their cry fora voice in the rianagement of their
own affairs is undoubtedly the results of our own teaching.

The Congress also cluims that the Civil Service examinations should
be conducted in India simultangously with these in London. To this there
can be no objection, as where a Native gentleman is clever enough to pass
the strict examinations, he has undoubtedly a right to join the Civil Ser-

“vioe of his country. .Other resolutions, passed by-the last Congress, are
that the Gtovernment shoul separate the Judicial offices from the Executive
offices, that the military service in the higher grades should be practically
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opened to the Natives of the country, and that a system of volunteeririg
should be established. Justice is obviously placed in at least occasional
jeopardy by the judge being also an Executive officer, and the demand of
Congress that the offices should be separated is reasonable enough. And
with regard to the other two propositions, they might be adopted provi-
sionally and with proper precautions. The Congress claim a modification
of the Arms Act, that every person shall be allowed to carry arms unless a
special order be issued preventing them. This request seems to bo the only
one not perfectly reasonable, and if this resolution be persisted in it will
give a doubtfal color to the proceedings of the delegates. There is no
necessity in Bngland or in India for the ostensible carrying of arms.

(Eastern Press.)

The proposals, discussed at the National Congress, recently held at
Madras, are conclusive evidence that India is rapidly advancing on the
path of European civilisation. Each of the reforms which it is now urged
should be introduced in India, at one time or another, has formed the sub-
ject of bitter controversy between the Liberals and Tories in England. It
1s, therefore, only to be expected that the same parties will renew their
struggle on the great battle-ground of our Indian Emgire. This, indeed,
has already proved to be the case. The resolutions passed by the Madrgs
Congress, substantially embody the policy advocated llzy Lor({ Ripon, and
so strenuously opposed by the Anglo-Indians, and their Conservative allies
at home. The principal reform, demanded by the national partyin India,
is the recognition of the right of the people to a larger share in the manage-
ment of their own affairs, fiscal and otherwise. It cannot be said that
the request assumes an unreasonable form At present, in the Legislative
Councils, the official members and the non-official members are in the pro-
portion of two-thirds to one-third ; the Congress urges that this ratio
should be altered to one half. This change would still leave the Govern-
ment with a practical working majority in the Councils as the points of
disagreement among the non-official members are so numerous that a urit-
ed opposition would in reality never exist. A still more important pro-
posal is embodied in the resolut?on that the Legislative Councils should be
partially elective. That such a reform will be effected at once is, perhaps,
too much to expect. A parallelis offered in the English Reform Bill of
1832; and it was not, as is well known, till the Tories saw that England
was on the brink of a revolution that they allowed this measure to pass.
Tt is probable that they will pursue the same policy with regards to the
demand put forward by India for partial Self-Government. To delay ac-
ceding to such a reasonable aspiration would be to pursue a dangerous

. course, India is at the present time fairly well affected towards England §
but if we repress her natural tendency towards development, we may easily
create a feeling of sullen disaffection, which Russia would speedily turn to
her own advantage.................. The Government at home cannot be too
strangly urged to give effect as rapidly as possible to the resolutions passed

=Y the Madras Congress on this subject. Delay is suicidal. If the Native
population be contented and well disposed towards English rule, we can
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afford to defy the danger of Russian encroachments. If, h'OWeVe‘l', we are
< hated and disliked by the Natives, the days of our Indian Empire are

numbered,
(Manchester Guardian.)

A report of the proceedings at the Madras meeting has been issued by
Messrs. Talbot Brothers, of Carter Lane London, from which may be ga-
thered some interesting and significant facts in regard to the reforms advo-
cated at the Congress, and in regard also to the attitude of the delegates to
the Government of India. It should, perhaps be explained that no sec-
tional or racial interests are promoted, these being left to the organizations
formed for such purposes in the various Indian communities, the national
party standing togcther to obtain reforms for the common benefit of the
people of India and for the removal of disabilities which detract from rather
than add to the strength of the empire. On this broad ground Hindus,
Mussulmans, Parsis and Christians are able ro meet; and in goint of fact
they foregathered at Madras under the presidency of a distinguished
Mussulman Barrister of Bombay. The President of the first Congress was’
a Bengali Brahmin, Standing Counsel to the Government of India, and &
Parsi presided at the Calcutta Congress; so that the reproach thrown out
by the opponents of the movement, that powerful communities were hold-
ing aloof, 18 now seen to be entirely without foundation. That the Mussul-
mans and the Moslem press have joined the National party, and shared
with Christians—European, Eurasian, and Native,~Brahmins, Parsis, and
Hindus of all castes, the hospitality of Lord Connemara the Conservative
Governor of Madras, surely indicates the removal of many of those influ-
ences which until recent times have kept the Indian communities apart.
The truth is, the cultivated intelligence of India is rising superior to caste
prejudices and racial differences, and, seeing in the administration of the
eountry no room l(o{y agitating for the displacement of what is unsatisfactory.
The expansion and reform of the Legislative Councils are the main objects
of the National party. As at present constituted these Councils are in no
sense represntative, the official element being so much the stronger that
the non-official is practical‘lf' powerless. THe Executive is also the legislative
authority taxes are imposed, laws enacted, domestic regulations framed and
foreign engagements entered upon without reference to the taxpayer, and
without regard to the wishes of the people at large.

(Freeman’s Journal.)

An observant foreign statesman declared many years ago that India
would prove the ruin or the salvation of Englands Empire. A time would
come, he foresaw, when the laducated classes of the subject races would
de!r_m.nd .admxsslon to the higher offices in the Administration,and when
their claim should be conceded in practice as well as in theory. It would
not suffice to decorate an occasional Native Prince with a Star of Birming- .
ham manufacture ; to nominate now and again & Native nobleman as &
member of the Legislative Councils, anﬂo throw open to Natives
those offices which no European would accept. The official, the
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planter, the merchant—every European, with scarcely an exception—re-
gards India as a country in which he must exist for same years, and from
which he must come with a fortune and a spoiled liver. The adyministration is
fearfully expensive and the cost is squeezed from a people whose poverty is so
extreme $hat one-fifth of the whole population,according to official statistics,
live on one wretched meal a day. Since 1876 at least 7,000,000 Natives
have died of famine. Yet though taxation is forced up to the last possible
turn of the screw the Budget rarely shows a balance between revenue and
expenditure.

They have combined, and their movement is gathering strength ra-
pidly. In 1885, the idea occurred to a few prominent leaders of Native
opinion that a convention of representative Indians, men of influence in
their respective communities would advance the reforms which had been
so fiercely discussed and finally defeated during Lord Ripon’s Viceroyalty.
At all events, by bringing together, from provinces a thousand miles apart,
men of various races and different religions—Hindus, Mahomedans, Christ-
ians, Bengalis, and Sikhs, and what not of the 200,000,000 inhabitints of
India—such a gathering could not fail to give indications as to e prac-
ticability of uniting the peoi)lle of India in a constitutional movement for
reform. ~ The promoters of the Conference were encouraged to go on, and
in December 1886, a second Congress was held at Calcutta, under the

residency of Mr. Dadabhai Nowroji, at which the principles of Indian
II‘)Ia.tional Party were clearly stated for the information of friend and foe~—
the political regeneration of the people, with the establishment of represen-
tative institutions as the first object to be sought. All through last year
the movement was fiercely assailed by the papers representing British
officialdom, and still more gangerous efforts were made by professinig well
wishers to include in its programme measures of social and even of reli-
gious reform. The leaders, however, wisely set their faces against the pro-
posal which if adopted, would necessarily have shattered the young organi-
sation by reviving the racial and sectarian differences that were the ruin
of the land. It is impossible to acquit the rulers of the country of a deli-
berate purpose to stir up the old feuds between the various races and creeds,
when we find an official in the position of Sir Lepel Griffin _addressing to
the Sikhs just such a harangue,against the Indian National Party as Lord -
Randolph ‘Churchill addressed to the Belfast Orangemen, with fatal conse-
quences, two years ago. But, despite the opposition of the mhnﬁe class
and the denunciation of the official Press, the Congressof last December, the
authorised report of which lies before us was successful beyond the hopes
of its promoters. The number of delegates was 607, as against 437
in the previous year. The list includes men of all stations, from the
Rajah to the ryot and of all creeds. A majority of the delegates had re-
ceived a liberal education, and their speeches, which, as a rule, were deli-
vered in English, disprove completely the charges that have been broughit
against the National Party. But, though loyal o a degree, prudent, and
strictly moderate in tone, the numerous speakers were emphatic in aseert-
ing their determination to carry on to success the stru%gle for their rights.
They came from all parts of India, some had travelled upwards of two
thousand miles in order to be present, many had come at very great expense
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to themselves, and in other cases local associations had helped to defray
the cost of the journey. It was not for nothing, nor merely to hear each
other talk, that they assembled. A characteristic feature of the proceedings
that is well worth noting is the harmony that prevailed. Sectariar®nd class
antipathies had disappeared in the desire to promote the common welfare
and their certainly seems to be good ground for the claim that the leaders
of the National Party include nearly the entire culture and their followers
the entire intelligence, of the country. A genuine representative system
of Glovernment, and with it an effective local and Municipal Government—
that claim was placed in the forefront of the demands that the Congress
formulated. Practically, it embraced all the others for the abuses which
the various resolutions indicated, and the reforms which were declared
urgent, affected comparatively minor but still important questions. A new
nationality is growing in India, It is not the product of this movement,
but rather the cause of it. And it must be conciliated speedily, too. Lord
Ripongvhen he brought upon his head the anathemas of officialdom by
his m‘zures of justice to the Natives, and especially by his efforts to deve-
lope into something practical and real, the nominal Self-Government that
exist was a little, but not much, in advance of his time. He will, in all
human probability, live to see far larger reforms granted—when the con-
cession may cume too late. For that England can hold India much longer
Jry the present system of Government is contrary to reason.

(Brighouse and Rastrick Gazette.)

The report is very complete, and indicates an enthusiasm and thorough-
ness which must count for some ground of hope that Indian politics and
progress may yet have the furtune of being carried beyond the bounds of
talk and discussion. All reforms are sought for by the parties represented
in this conferonce in a sincere loyalty to the British Government, and are
expected to be brought about by the sympathy and good-will of all con-
cerned in education and the establishment of solidarity throughout the
Empire. The Conference itself was the representation of public bodies,
popular, municipal, educational, etc,, no individuals attending except such
a3 were nominated by some influential and well-known authority ; they
represented nearly all olassos and were animated by one spirit of desire for
the aid of India. © The resolution passed were of the first importance, and
were intelligently discussed and supported. The report, though somewhat
large, should be read by all politicians, who should also spare a little time
(from burning home questions) to give to the Indian Empire.

(Carlisle Journal)

Even in the year 1888 news of most important kind sometimes travels
very slowly. Except for some brief telegrams, the world was left in ignor-
ance of the very important fact that an Indian Congress was held at Madras
last December, and we learn only last week through the columns of the
Times that even the much-despised Babus have come out in & manner which
18 exceedingly creditable to them. It is not quite easy to give a definition
of the “Babu.” The term is, toa certain extent, contemptuous epithet,
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applied to Indiaus, who adopt European’s costume, ape Ruropean mwmers
and habits, and employ their usually keen irtelligence in obtaining and
using a knowledge of the forensic journalistic aris by which a man may
earn a living, and perhaps fame without any capital either of money or
position to start with. But the Babus are not the only members of “the
Indian Congress Its yearly list of members include, says the Times’ cor-
respondent, representatives of every order in the community from the
Native nobility and the high official aristocracy to the professonal, banking,
mercantile, trading, artisan, and agricultural classes. It includes, there-
fore, all sorts and conditions of men, although there is a strong flavour of
Babuism in the classes which do not belong either to the nobility or the
aristocracy ; and {therefore, there may be some doubt whether the real India,
over which a few thousands of Anglo-Indians rule, is properly represented.
Of the two or three hundred millions of our Indian fellow-subjects, all ex-
cept perhaps a quarter or half a million are mute. They have no public
opinion a3 we understand it. Their souch with the ruling power is to pay-

taxes, which are mercifully indirect. But, above the great mass of culti-
vators of the soil there is a very important and very numerous class of men

from whom the Mahrattas and the M)ygul Emperors recruited thair forces :

from whom came the statesmen and the administrators of the Native rule

in past days; and from whom we must recruit the defensive furce of India

if the history of the future brings us into conflict with Russian battalions.

We are fain to believe that the fighting strength of India would be arrayed

on our side in such a contingency, and indeed the Indian G>vernment has

received very flattering offers of offensive and defensive help from Hblkar,

Nizam, the Geakwar, the Rajah of Bhawalpore and muny of the fighting

Rajput States. They are willing to help the slender British garrison if a
fight with the Russians comes off ; and we may take their offers as being

an expression of the military sentiment of India. It is all the more valu-
able from the fact that the Indian Government does not recruit reliable
troops from the populations under our directs way, when populations, by-
the—gye, furnish the greatest number of Babus. The Madras Sepoys are
well known to be “soft” in action; the Bengalis are rather worse; and so,
for fighting work, we rely uponsMahrattas, Sikhs, and Pathans. Holkar,
Scindia, and the other Maharatta and Rajput Princes can give the Indian
Government an unlimited quantity of the raw material of “cannon fodder”
which makes heroic soldiers when led by British officers, and it seems that
they are quite willing to do so. A Russian invasion of Indiaisa far cry
%o us sit at home in “happy England,” but the mere threat has a very
serious significance with the people who would suffer most by it. Cyuics
have said the millions of India would care nothing at all for a change of
masters, and that the fighting races would only too gladly rise to destroy
the British Army aligned upon the North Western frontier. We find &
better feeling in the Madras Congress. These Indians fully appreciate the
consequences of a Russian invasion.

(Weekly Record,)

At a time when the home division of the British Empire is passin
through one phase of a struggle, in whish 010 part cries for % Hym> Rule,’
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and the other part says ¢ No,” it is interesting to look byyonl the horizon,
and over the minor questions of *compensation” and such like, to see
what the other parts of the empire are doing ; to watch the changes which
take place in appearance—social, commercial, political—national; and,
further, to try to fully understand to what extent they are due to our
influence ; to what extent they are right;and to what extent we, as a
nation in our national arrangements, should foster their development.

Our minds are led to one nart of the B npira—India—by the receipt
of the authorized report of the third Indian National Congress, held at
Madras in Decembér last. .

It is now a little more than a century since the British could first be
reckoned as a growing power in Iadin. Then tha entire country was
divided, and sub-divided, even in some cases divided again, into innumerable
clans and sects and castes, separated not so much by physical obstacless as
by mistrust, misconceptions, and even hatred. From time to time an able
ogief had led his warriors victorionsly agajnst a neighbouring clan, to be
in turn overthrown by internal disruptions among his followers. There
was no secucity for life or proparty. Comnuaication from one part to
another was exceadingly difficalt. Lands were falling out of cultivation.
The buildings which had been set up by past generations wers crumbling
and decaying. Ignorance, heavy, black, cruel ignorance, was settling upon
the whola couatry like a blight.

India, in the ages past, was not thus. She had her days of brightness
and glory ; but had passed through a long period of retrogression. But
now, Britian—~England—takes her in hand. Progress is reported here,
there, and everywhere. Counterparts of our ¢ glorious institutions” are
setup. Darkness is fought against by legal and othar functionaries by
missionaries and by traders. Light is let in ; and education plants its germs,
and spreads. And now we look upon India, with its 787,000 square
miles of area, and close upon two huadred Millions of pupulation, as one of
our most valuable possessions,

But with light and learning, with precept and practice, we have taken
our own “ conveniences,” amongst which are railroads and other means
of transit and communication more easy and expeditious than those which
we found One result of this was that Native men, whom we had assisted
in obtaining a fair mode of learning, and who had means, travelled from one
part of India to another. Ideas, views, sentiments, opinions were interchang-
ed, to be again interchanged ; man told his thoughts to man who took them
and repeated them to others. And thus was born a feeling that there was
something more than a state of dependence upon another nation to live for ;
faults innumerable could be and were fourd with the mode of government
under which they lived; and with education it was also found that there
was a use for l?arning. So things went on, until in December, 1885, there
et together in Bombay men of influence, Natives mostly, from nearly
every part of India, Count them—they are less than 100 ; but watch them
as they go earnestly to their work ; hear them, as they debate the “questions
of the day.” Nine resolutions in all were passed—proposed, seconded,and
carried—dealing, with war expenditare and taxation the conference lasting

1hiree days.
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And now the work began. These men were not elected. But meals
ings ure held thronghout the empire and their resolutions endorsed, Furs
thermore, delegates were elected for the Second Indian National Congress,
which was held at Caleutta on Dec. 27,28.20 and 30, 1886. Thither they
hie at time duly appointed. Sce them—Pleadets and first-grade Pleaders.,
merchants, tradesmen, M.A’s BA’s, BL's, editors, here and there an LL.B,
snon & schoolmaster, there an articled clerk, herea landholder—to the
number of 434, out of 500 who were elected.

Fifteen resolutions were carried unanimously with the exception of
two. And then the President gives his few parting words; volleys of en-
thusiastic cheers, are given for the Queen Empress and the Viceroy: thus
the Congress of 1886 dissolves. But as they leave the lines

ol And men grow pale
Lest their own judgments should bicome too bright, Aud their free
thoughts be crimes, and earth have too much light?”
are almost to be read on their faces What will be theresult? Will the
Congress bear fruit ? Well, if the Government in England remain deaf; the
Congress will have demonstrated loyalt{ to the Queen-Empress, and an ex-
isting sense of growing importance. This done, they are willing to leave to
God and to time the fruition of national aspirations.

And now can we ask, Was the Congress barren? Wasit? See its
members as they hie hither and thither, meeting here and there enthusiss-
tic eager throngs; speaking words of counsel and encoutagement to their
fellow-countrymen. - Rights of men growing into shape! Duties of men
becoming more known !” Mights of men bccoming day by day, slowly and
surely, a fact and reality. .

Arrangements are made : delegates are appointed thousands of copies
of the printed report of the 1886 Congress about 75,000 copies of tracts
have been distributed; the intention to widen the basis of the part of
progress (except the British party) has been successfully carriéd out so far
as time would allow, and there go up to Madras in December 1887, elected
delegates, to the number of $07. They meetin a large hall erected for
the purpose, capable of holding 3,000, persons. Are they representatives of
the people? Think ye of the tardiress of the Indian to deliver over his
coin for an indefinite object ; and then tead ye that out of Rs. 31000 no less
than 5,500 was the totaj of over Rs. 8,000 sums offrom one anna to Re. 1-8,
and about Rs. 8,000 in sums of from Re. 1-8 to Rs. 30. :

There they met. The delegates commenced their proceedings before
an audience of 1,500. Rajah Sir Tanjore Madhava Rao, K. C. 8. I, Chair-
man of the Reception Committee, welcomes the delegates. ]

Hon. Budruddin Tayabji is elected President, and then the work begins,
Resolution 1 is for a Committee to settle rules of Congress. Resolution 8
confirms resolution 8 of the two yrevious Congresses. Then follow démands
for reforms in judicial, military, and financial regulation ; an elaborated gyw
tem of technical education ; and other matters of business. Ten fésolutidmi
and all ¢ carried unanimously.”

But the speeches. Listen Britons boin, how they speéak in your own
tongue ; how their diction equals (blas, in the cotnpurative _uﬁgrbgm_ sur-
passes) yours ; the-sparkling wit ; the cutting sarcasm; the brillint rheborit
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as they turn to their detractors. Pi.oyal! The president deals with this—
“ The conduct of those who thus recklessly charge us with disloyalty resem-
bles the conduct of the foolish woodmian who was lopping of the very branch
of the tree upon which he was standing—(hear, hear, loud applause, and
loud laughter)—unconscious that the destruction of the branch meant the
destruction of himself. (Applause and laughter.)”

Well might this Congress be called “The soundest trivmph of Bri-
tish administration, and a crown of glory to the British nation.” But
what is their cry? A reform of the legislation! Representative institu-
tion for India (under restrictions already quoted) !

. The time has come that we have built up from the dust of nation an-
other nation more noble' than that which went before. We have taught
them our tongue, our customs, and are doing our best to teach them our creed.
We have taught them our spirit of self-help. They feel it. They look for
encouragement to use those talents and powers which they possess, and
which we have taught them how to use. They look to us with gratitude
for the past, and with hope and fervent promises for the future. Oh! that
we turn not to them a deaf year! Oh! that we send them not empty away !
Rather that we should carry out the work which we have begun, and make
India ours in heart and mind, brothers by the strongest and holiest ties ;
our help in the now unseen day of tribution; our comfort and pride in our
daye of peace and prosperity. Then will she be a sounder triumph of British
administration a.mi) a brighter crown of glory to the British nation !

(Pall Mall Gazelte)

Leaving the composition of the Congress and tayning to the enthusiasm
which it has roused, and turning to the list of the resolntions debated and
carried last December, the reader of the report will find themi to be of au
eminently practical nature, and most moderate and reasonable in their
demands. It was natural that at such a gathering “ Representative Insti-
tutions for India” should be a prqminent top of discussion, of the elo-
quence of some of the speeches which were given in support of the resolu-
tion embodying this request was worthy %> be ranked with that which
marked the speeches of Henry Gratton against the Union. The debates
which followed upon 'this, the|central subject of the/Congress, were perhaps
marked by a less fervid eloquence, but the oases against the union of the
judicial and executive functions is one official, against the exclusion of
natives from the higher grades of the military service, and against the
present mode of levying the income tax, were presented with a debating
power which is not surpassed in any*assembly in the world. .

Looking at the report of this great gathering as a whole, one cannot
but feel that these Congresses are a factor in Indian political life which no
future Government can afford to disregard with impunity. These three
last Congresses have receivedjwell merited praise on all hands for the extreme
moderation of their demands. To some extent already their requests have
been granted, and if in the future an increasing attention be paid by the
English people to this expression of the wants of the jgreat Empire, the
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love, gratitude, and proud admiration which unites this Eastern people to
the Western nation that rules them will grow stronger and strouger. But |
if a deaf car be turned to their requests a time will cume when the magni-
tude and the danger of the movement will compel attention, and the English
Purliament will find itself confronted with problems which shall altogether
dwarf its present Irish difficulties.

We are rapidly coming to the parting of the ways. By means of free
speech, a free press, aud i wlmost free nniversity education, we have creat-

& mighty power in India. We have dwme m ch 2o the weonle of Tidis,
but up to the present we have allowed little t) o+ Ty
are few who would wish by maintaining intact such & ce o .
as that which at present exists to keen this great nationin ¢ .
perpetual tutelage. The land of the Vedas, the home of a great phi - |
the country which has produced some of the most profound and subtle s
culations of the human intellect, is surely destined for something nobler and
better than that.

It rests with the English nation to decide whether the work which
was begun when we gave free specch to the people of India, and was con-
tinued when we added to it the blessings of education and a free press, shall
be prematurely arrested or carried forward to its logical couclusion in the
gift of representative government.

(Grantham Times.)

Broadly speaking, the leaders of the National party include the entire
culture of the country, and their followers its entire intelligence. This is
the direct offspring of the univn with Great Britain, which in the case of all
who share this culture and intelligence, is the parent of everything that
miskes life worth living.  From the conditions of the case, thercfure, they are
necessarily loyal to the backbone. Whenit is remembered that England
rules over two hundred million Native races in India, and that three-fourths
of these are engaged in a prepetual struggle for bare life, under hard con-
dition, it will be evident that we have solemn duties to discharge.

It is a reproach and a scandal that so little interest is taken in this
matter and in the whole subject of India, either by the Press, by the people,
or in Parliament. When, what is called, the Indian Budget is introduced
in the House of Commons by the Secretary of State, or when some proposal
affecting the happiness or even the existence of many millions of people is
brought forwans) there usually a mere handful of members are present.
But the whole subject will assume importance, and will open up vital issues
when the artizans and agricultural laborers who form tho bulk of the
electurate at home, come to realize that these hitherto mute millions of
India are their fellow-creaturcs and their fellow-subjects. The fact is that
since the resumption of a policy of arnexationin India, and the enormous
Increase in taxation that hasresulted from the general policy of the existe
1ng administration, the Indian community almost despair of obtaining any
material ulleviation of the misery they see around them, until they can
secure a potential veice in the control of affairs by direct and adequate re-
Prosontation. The time bas Jong gong by when India was simply regarded



(58 )

as a happy bunting ground, or place laden with spoils to be seized and
appropriated by the younger sonsof aristocratic English families, who
Jooked to make a colossal fortune in a few years. We bave been educating
the Natives, who as is shown by these Congresses, and by the positions
they fill with honor and success in trade, at the Bar, on the Bench, in litera-
ture, and in the Civil Service, are now able to compete with Europeans.
They have no desire to shake off or to weaken British rule, bat they rea-
sonably and rightfully demand to be treated as intelligent and loyal men
who are entitled to equal rights in their own land.

British education and literature, instinct with the highest principles of
eivil and religious liberty, British history, and the example of Britain's
noblest sons, the grandest gifts ever bestowed by conquerors upon van-
quished and tributary races, have rendered the Indian National Congress a
possibility, and bave aroused new hopes and ambition in a noble though
subject people. Among these, only a few decades ago, ignorance of the
rights, duties and privileges of citizens reigned supreme. Now, a keen
and growing appreciation of all three has been substituted. The mutual
hatred and scorn of rival creeds and classes, which rendered impossible all
contact except as enemies, has been replaced by tolerance, by a willingness
to co-operate, and by a sense of brotherhood. An exclusive devotion to
faipily, or tribal or caste interest, has been tempered by public spirit and
a wider sense of duty ; and through the fading mists of local and sectarian
prejudices, the outlines of a new-born nationality are clearly distinguishable.
There is hope for India and the Indians, if the Imperial Legislature and
the Executive will enact and carry out equal laws, and will give the myriad
population a fair chance.

(Western Morning News.)

The Congress was representative of the Indian people, the delegates to
it having been eclected either at open public meetings held in various dis-
tricts or by political or trade associations. No part of the Dependency was
unrepresented, and the iathering afforded a remarkablo illustration of the
way in which the growth of an intelligent pablic opinion is being fostered
amongst the natives. The spcakers addressed the audience in various
languages and some of their speeches were characterised by great force of
argument, moderation, and good sense. There wcre no manifestations of
disloyalty to the Government at the meeting but the necessity of introduc-
ing reforms was strongly urged.

(Newcastle Daily Leader.)

The dpublicai;ion of a full report of the third Indian National Con-
gress held last December at Madras is likely to bring the party and its claims
more prominently before the British public of self-government. The poverty of
the country may be removed, wise leiisla.tion taking advantage of the
natural resources, and attracting the labour which can be had on cheap
terms. Just now, the native races are satisfied with the Government of
England. They have no desire to weaken the authority of the Empress, or
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to infringe upon the privileges of those to whom she has delegated the
right to govern in her name. All they ask isto have a fair share in the
responsibility administration involves, Nothing is claimed in behalf of the
majority ; no ascendency is sought for either race or creed. Lord Lytton
told the natives they had a recognised claim to share largely with their
English fellow-subjects, according to their capacity for the task, in the
management of their country. Lord Dufferin expressed himself ready, as
far as possible, to extend and place upon a wider and more logical footing,
the political status which was wisely given by Lord Halifax, to competent
Indian gentlemen. Now the competent Indian gentlemen wish to have
these promises fulfilled, and pledge themselves to use their enfranchisement
for the benefit of the British Empite.

(Morning Advertiser.)

It is pleasant to note the moderation both of the sentiments embodied
in the resolutions and the language in which they are couched. There is
no demand for representative government in India, and in not making such
a demand the congress shows itself better advised not only than many of
the natives, but than many English sympathisers. Representative institu-
tions in India are out of the question for many years to come, unless the
whole work we have accomplished in the country, and which has brought
it to its present condition of prosperity,is to be undone, Such institu?
tions were established under Liord Ripon’s viceroyalty for the purposes of
municipal government, but they have not proved a success,and very fow
Anglo-Indians, not carried away by sentiment or devotion to a theory,
would advocate their extension. The government of India must be, for a
long while to come, if not always, a despotic government—a benevolent
despotism, no doubt, but a despotism nevertheless, and it is satisfactory
to find that the members of the congress do notappear to dispute this.
What they are most anxious for in the immediate future is the right to
take partin the military service of the Empire on a footing of equality
with Europeans, and to be permitted to organise themselves into volunteer
corps for the defence of the country. Other proposals, such as the raising
of the minimum below which ingome tax should not be imposed, and the
extension of technical education, are matters of detail. Itis for the Vice-
roy and the Government at home to consider whether the time has come
when all distinction between Kuropeans and Natives shall be broken as
regards the army ; but we do not, for our own part, believe that it is yet
safe or possible at,present to permit native officers to hold high command
in the Queeu’s service. The creation of Indian volunteer corps is also
matter for very serious consideration, but the time may not be very distant,
if it has not yet arrived, when volunteering may be permitted, under res
strictions to which no loyal native could take reasonable exception, There
is evidently at this moment a strong disposition among the better educated
portion of the native population to support the British raﬂ' againsé foreign
invasion, The possibility of Russian attack upon India has been realised
rather vividly during the last year or two, and it has come to be pretty
gonorally understood that to exchange the rule of the Empress of India for
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that of the Czar would be the worst of calamities. This is matter of congra-’
tulation, and the lovalty of the natives, whenever it is displayed, should be
cordially recognised.

(Birmingham Daily Post.)

These delegates were the representatives of the Indian National Con-
gress, which has now held three annual meetings. The last of them took
Elace at the'end of December, and the report of the proceedings has just

cen officially issued, and forms a very important and interesting publica-
tion. The Congress assumes, and not without reason, to represent the

opulations of all the provinces of India, and to include amongst its num-
gers some members of nearly all the races and religions of the empire.
Those who attended were representatives elected either at open public meet-
ings, or by political or trade organisations. The officers of the Congress
say that “ no party in India was unrepresented; no section of the varied
communitics inhabiting Britain’s Rastern Empire failed of appropriate repre-
sentation.” This last meeting was held at Madras, and the distances between
the diiterent provinces are so vast that some of them could not be largely
represented.  Yet there were ninety deputies from Bombay and Sindh;
forty-five from the Punjab, from the North-West Provinces, and Oudb; and
sqventy-nine from Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and Assam. The importance of
the meeting and the character of its members were recognised by the
Euglish authoritics, the President and all the;Congress being invited to &
guden party by Lord Connemara, Governor of Madras ; and other atten-
tlons of a sumilar nature were paid to them. There can be no doubt that,
whwevr may beits exact representative character, such an assembly is
entitled to spenk with a considerable amount of authority, alike as to the
wishes of the Indian peopleand as to their political and social requirements.

(Chester Chronicle.)

It is perhaps not known to most of us English that for the past three
years the people of that vast collection of countries called India have been
sending up to a central point each vear akind of informal Parliament to -
discuss their grievances. The first of these congresses composed of repre-
sentatives from the principal ecities of India was held in Bombay in De-
cember 1885, the second at Caleutta in December 1886, and the third in
December last at Madras. The assemblage is one whose business is to die-
cuss Indian grievances, and to socure their removal by constitutional
methods. Glancing through their proceedings, a repo:t of which has been
sent to us, we find the spirit animating all the speakers, while earnest
and enthusiastic for reform, is loyal and conciliatory to the British Govern-
ment. Probably no other country could produce an example of a great
gathering of ropresentatives drawn {rom points thousands of miles asunder
to discuss erying national grievances and differing widely, in some cases,
upon matters of detail, inspired by such unfailing good humour and
kindly spirit. Such a gathering was not inaptly described by one of the
speakers ‘thereat as “ the soundest trimmph of British Administration and.
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a erown of glory to the British nation.”

** The roport of this congress will, we trust, reach many English hands
anhd servo to diffuse a wide knowledge of the immense empire in the east
whose millions acknowledge happy sway and the beneficent, elavating
influence of England ; and rightly read we believe it will persuade open
English minds that'our Queen possesses no more loyal subjects than those
of India. The representatives of the congress, amongst whom are the fore~
most thinkers of that country, did credit to their race by the intellectual
cast of their discussion aund the good humour, play of wit, and harmony
which reigned from first to last notwithstanding all differences. In this
respect they set a good example to many of our own political assemblages,
concluding their third congress with vociferous aud prolonged cheers for

the Queen Empress,
(British Daily Mail.)

It says bat little for the confidence which a ceriain class of politicians
have in the valuo and stability of British influence in India that the first
awakenings of political life amongst our fellow-subjects in that great
country should have been grested at once with timid distrust and with
violent hostility. The people who see nothing but treason and sedition in
the Irish national movement which is represented by the Indian National -
Congress. That body has baen obliged to devote no small amount of time
and energy to the task of defending itself from tha numberless aspersions
that have been heaped upon its honour and its loyalty. Yet the Congress
has given no occasion for its enemies to blaspheme. It has assembled now
in three successive years and nothing have been more strongly insisted
upon at each gathering than the perfect loyalty of the delegates and those
whom they represent to the Queen Empress. This loyalty is based on
something more than sentiment for they know perfoctly well that India
could not stand without the presence of the British, and they have suffi-
cient sense to appreciate the difference between British Government and
Russian domination.

For suggesting such reforms as these the members of the Congress
are accused of veiled treason and sedition, notwithstanding all their pro-
testations to the contrary. The resolutions, it may be admitted, are debate-
able ; they cover a wide,extent of ground, and are not to be hasiily assent-
ed to. But the spirit in which they are to be considered makes all the
differonce. If we distrust our Indian fellow-subjects, and lack confidence
in ourselves, we may as well let the subject alone altogether. But if, on
the contrary, we, trust the people and .sympathise with the men who are
endeavouring to quicken an(f):nlighten political life amongst their country-
men, the full and fair discussion of the proccedings of the National Con-
gress will do nothing but good. The Clt))ngress makes no novel demand in
asking that the people of India should have a larger share in the adminis-
tration of their own affairs,

(Liverpool Daily Post.)

Enough to say here that the spirit in which they are drawn is excel-
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lent, and full of loyalty to English rule. The fact is recognised that only
through this country can necessary and desireable reforms in the native
administration be secured, and that they can be only hoped for through
the direct influence of the English constituencies. Finally, an ardent
desire is expressed for the solidarity in common interests of the people of
this country and those of India. The most interesting fact about the
Madras congress is, however, that in it the hitherto volceless 200,000,000
of India have at last found an articulate utterance.

If pure sefishness is the be-all and the end-all of our Indian policy
we are unmitigated humbugs, and do not deserve or comprehend the liber-
ties of which we boast. We must vindicate our conquest by making it a
blessing ; we must give to the peoples of India more than we took from
them ; we must impartially extend to them, as they are able to receive, the
institutions which are the outcome of the freedom and energy of our race.
It is, therefore, with satisfaction and relief that we notice the inhabitants
of India are beginning to move on their own behalf, to lay hold of our
methods of government for their own use, and to appeal to England in
terms that she can understand, and to which she must listen, or stand
confessed a tyrant. More power, greater responsibilities, representative
institutions are what the natives ask for. They claim that tEey are fit
.to receive a certain measure of self-government and there cannot be the
least doubt that it is so, and that the employment of native agents, and
the development of popular representative institutions may be very rapidly
extended. Shall we do it ? That js the question on which the permanence
of British rule in India depends. The people are beginning to feel their
power. From the Himalayas to Cape Comorin they are beginning to unite,
and “the bars of speech and creed and race,” are being broker down. If
we refuse to recognise their reasonable claims, if we give the lie to our
professed love of free institutions ; if we allow domineering young pups. in
the form of civil service of officials, to offend the dignity, outrage the feel-
ings, and despise the traditions of the people, as they too often do now, we
shall in the end be kicked out of India exactly as we deserve, but if we are
wise in time and give an ear to the reasonable demands of the natives; if
we trust them, and try to develop in their midst counterparts of the insti-
tutions which are the institutions which are the safegumfs of our liberties,
there is no reason why India should not be as ome of the speakers
assured united with us.

(Western Daily Press.)

Indiscriminate arming would certainly lead to strife amongst Hindoos
and Mussulmans in the districts where the standard of civilisation is low,
and thisis not asked for. But if what is asked for can be granted, the
strength of India in a war of defence of Indian homes would be immensely
increased, It is in the same statesmanlike spirit that the demand for re-

resentative institutions is made. The idea of the ignorant millions of
ndia electing members of an Indian House of Commons is too grotesque
to be considered, but this is veré far from the object of the Indian Nation-
al Congress. Itis a strictly Conservative proposal that is made. The
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electors would be only men of educalion or business capacity, and they
would elect representatives on the existing Viceregal Council, not to govern
India contrary to English ideas, but to assist the English Government y in-’
forming them oﬁicia.ll;\; of the views of the leadersof Indian opinion. In local

administration also the services of Indians might be utilised, and there are
certain advant::iges asked for in respect of Indian candidaies for the Civil
Service. The demands do nct go Eeyond this, and they are stated ina
friendly and modest way, which ought to be recognised.” The whole pur-
port; of the Congress is not that the Indians are disloyal, but that they think
they can assist in the government of their own country within the limiis
which they see to be essential, and their representation l(YZ:serves the friendly
attention of the Government and of the English people. We are happy to
believe that the Marquis of Lansdowne will be behind none of his distin-
guished predecessors in trying to rule India to the satisfac.ion of its people.

(Liverpool Mercury.)

‘We have ourselves frequently lamented this neglect of a great people
whose country has given the Quecn an imperial title and which 1s the proud-
est possession any imperial race could ever boast of in the world’s history,
An indifference so unfair to those who are its vietims should give place as
soon a3 possible to active inquiry and sympathy. Whether we go upon the
lower o1 the higher ground—of expediency or of justice—is the duty of
the people of the United Kingdom to concern themselves more intimately
with the wants and the yearings of their Indian fellow-subjects. There are
200,000,000 of them, and they are willing to form one with us in this
empire. Education has spread even amongst the masses, and the benefits of
civilised development have been felt by them. They have no desire to en-
courage Russia, knowing well the difference between the British and Rus-
sian systems, They have discovered thata strong external Power like
England can provide them with that internal quiet which would be impos-
sible if they were independent, and that, with all the drawbacks of which
they now complain, they would bg incalculably worse off if brought into
subjection by the legions of the Czar. In this frame of mind they are con-
stitutionally agitating for reforms. They are resolved, they assure us, to
continue the movement without faltering.

(Shefield Independent.)

It requires a little courage to remind roor John Bull, distracted and
perplexed by his Irish troubles, that Ireland is by no means the only part
of his extensive dominions whose aspirations to an extension of self-govern-
Inent press for consideration. A bu{)ky “Report of the Third Indian Na-
tional Congress,” held at Madras on the closing days of last year, is a very
visible reminder of the multitude of reforms which our Indian fellow-
Countrymen urgently need, and which they are entitled to demand on the
strength not only ofyjustice and national right, but in fulfilment of the
Most solemn promises made by Parliament and by the Empress of India.

he prejudiced race of Anglo-Indians, and the offcial classes who resent
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any desire of the natives to obtain a voice in their own affairs, are apt to
make a mockery at these Congresses—sometimes to deride them as impotent,
- at others to represent them as disloyal and dangerous. But to those who
are fres from those race hatreds which seem to possess the souls of Euro-
pean residents in India, these proceedings bear on their face the mark of
such intelligence, loyalty, and capacity for the service of the State as
to be the best possible argument for the removal of the disabilities and
inequalities under which the natives labour. We need only recall the
animated controversies which ook place over the Ilbert Bill to remember
how great a wrong has been inflicted on Indians in encouraging them to
qualify for high posiuons in the Civil Service of their country, only to ex-
pose them to the cruel arrogance which refuses them the full fruits of their
cultivation and training. And it is but natural that the same spirit which
looks scornfully upon the educated classes simply because, though the
equals or superiors of the scorners, they areof different race and colour,
is still more offensively displayed towards the humbler natives. An account
has recently been published in this country of the unrestrained verbal and
physical violence in which the Anglo-Indian hatred of,and contempt for,
the natives constantly manifests itself. Travellers are absolutely shocked
at the tone that is current in “society,” and at the selfish indiguation with
*which partial employment of nativesin administrative affairs is regarded.
Knowing these things, it is a matter of surprise to find, in the report of the
Congress now befure us, an absolute frecdum from the retaliatory resent-
ment which would not be unnatural. The dignified absence of personal
considerations, and of any trace of bitterness ; the unfailing good humour;
the exceeding ability; the reverence for the law and for constitutional pro-
cedure; and above all the spirit of patriotism and of intense loyalty to the
English rule, are most strikingly illustrated throughout these proceedings.
Perhaps it is necessary tv explain that now for three successive years these
Congresses have been held, and each year they have shown alarge growth in
representative influence and weight. They have met in increasing numbers,
first in Bombay, then in Calcutta, and now in Madras; the last being at-
tended by delegates from every part of India; not self-clected, but appointed
either at open public meetings or by pilitical or trade associations. The
gathering was thus fairly representative of the Indian peoples, and any
country might well be proud of such representatives. The main object of
the Congress is a most worthy one—and certainly the English people
should be the last to complain at the flattery implied in borrowing from us
this method of at once consolidating and cducativg public opinion, and of
formulating sober demands for reforms, Itis claimed that the National
party, as the participators in:theseCongresses e beginning to call then-
selves, include with few exceptions the entire culturc and  intelligence of
the country; and it is further pointed out that this culture, being the
direct offspring of the union with Great Britain, absolutely compels buth
the leaders of the movement and their followers to be “ loyal to the back-

bone.”

— b (O e e
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A FEW PLAIN TRUTHS ABOUT INDIA®

P
'CHAPTER 1.
(Introductory.)

My good friend Mr. Justice Cunningham, who was one of my brother-

i:xdﬁes in the High Court of Calcutta, commences a very able article, which
e has lately written upon the finances of India, with this somewhat re-
markable passage: +

“ The‘administration of the Indian finances is a topic in which English-
men, naturally and rightly, feel a deep concern.”

I heartily wish I could endorse this sentiment. It would indeed be
very right and very natural, if Englishmen did feel some concern about the
state of Indian finances; but T am afraid, as a matter of fact, they do not.
My own belief is, that not one Englishman out of a thousand, unless he has
been in India himself, or has some personal stake in the country, feels
any concern whatever, either in Indian finance or Indian affairs in general.

We are all full of foreign news, and foreign politics. Every move
upon the continent of Europe is watched and discussed with the greatest
interest. But upon our own great Empire in the East,for whose welfare
and good government we are as responsible as we are for Great Britain itself,
we rarely bestow a single thought ; and this, I feel sure, not from any want
of good feeling towards our Indian fellow-subjects, but simply because we
know go little about Indian matters, and consider it no part of our duty
to concern ourselves about them.

So long as India consumes a fair share of our exports, and supplies us
with wheat and tea at the lowest possible price; so long as she maintains
our armies, and provides lucrative employment for some thousands of our
population, we are content to regard her as a very useful Dependency, to say
nothing of the power and influence which the possession of so vast an Em.-
pire confers upon the British nation.

But as for troubling ourselves about her difficulties, attempting to re-
dress her wrongs, or inquiring into the prosperity of her people, all this we
are apt to regard as quite beyond our province. We see no_ more reason
why an Fnglish gentleman should concern himself with Indian politics,
than why an Indian zemindar should interfere with questions of Home Rule,
or the protection of British industries.

Besides, have we not a Government specially designed by Parliament
for the requirements of the Indian people? Have we not a Viceroy, and a
‘Viceroy’s Council, and a Legislative Council? Have we not Local Go-
vernments and Local Councils? ~Are not all these under the control of a
Secretary of State, assisted by another august Council? Is not the Secre-
tary of gta.te himself under tie control of the Ministry of which he isa
member 7 And is not the Indian Budget under the special supervision of

* PY the Right Honorable Sir Richard Garth Q. C., late Chief Justice of Bengal.
t “The Finances of India,” by Mr, Justice Cunningham, Asiatic Quarterly Review, April 1888,
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the House of Commons ? _

Surely with these safeguards it is unlikely that any difficulties should
occur ; nmf if they do, is it not wiser to leave the solution of them to the
ruling power, than to attempt to busy ourselves with questions, which it
might give us some trouble to understand ?

All these, no doubt, are very comfortable reflections for John Bull.
They suffice at any rate to quiet his conscience, and enable him to sleep
sp};x_?dly over Indian troubles, without any unpleasant feelings of 1espon-
sthility.
But, however, sound his slumbers may be, and however cloudless and
serene the Eastern outlook may be painted in some of the English news-
papers, it is certain that India herself presents a very different picture.
Our friends there belicve, rightly or wrongly, that they labour under
grievances, which call loudly for redress ; and that reforms of & very serious
nature have become of vital consequence to the country.

They say, moreover, and with too much reason, that, under the present
system of Government, it is impossible that these matters should be proper-
ly discussed or understood ; that the Government is deaf to their appeals,
and the House of Commons seemingly indifferent ; and that the time has
now arrived, when, in accordance with the gracious proclamation of 1858,
the people should be admitted more largely into the confidence of the Go-
Yernment; and the principle of representation, so far as it may safely be
engrafted upon the present constitution, should be adopted in the Councils
of the nation.

Whether these views are well founded or not, itis certain that there
prevails a deep and general fecling, that they deserve to be carefully con-
sidered. And this feeling is by no means one of recént growth, or confined
to the native population. It has been increasing in intensity for many -
years past; ams) in some respects, especially a3 regards questions of a finan-
cial nature, it is shared by the European community.

It was only a few months ago, that the Chambers of Commerce of the
three great Presidency towns addressed urgent memorials to the Govern-
m2nt upon several important subjects, to some of which I shall pesently
vefer; and it must be borne in miud, that the gentlemen who compose these
Chambers are the leading European members of the mercantile world, many
of whom have occupied seats in the Supreme and Local Legislative Councils,
and who, from their long experience in the country, their constant inter-
course with the natives, and their intimate acquaintance with commercial
and fiscal matters, are probably better qualified than any other class to
advise the Government upon questions o? finance.

. The natives have adopted a bolder and more effectual means of pro-
claiming their political opinions. In each of the last three years they have
held an important National Congress, the first at Bumbay in 1885, the se-
cond at Calcutta in 1886, and the third at Madras in 1887, We hear that
8t the last of these great assemblies no fewer than 600 to 700 delegates,
+ Tepresenting the talent, influence, and education of the native population,
were collected from all parts of India.

_ Ttis o part of my present purpose to deseribe at any length what
touk place at these meetings. Suffice it to say, that on each occasion many
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excellent speaches were made, and important resolutions passed which

were afterwards submitted to the Viceroy; and that the procesdings wete

conducted in a spirit of loyalty to Her Majesty, and respect to the Indian

government, which should commend them to our sympathy and consi-
eration.

I am aware that amongst many of our countrymen, and by a certain
section of the Press, both here and in India, these Congresses have been
regarded with disfavour. Their motives have been impugned: their

rocoedings ridiculed ; and attempts have been made t, |deprecate their

importance, by disparaging the rank ﬂa{ position of the delegates whs
composed them.

All this seems to me very much to be regretted. It is unjust, un-
generous, and impolitio. Such attacks are directly calculated to foment
that unhappy spirit of disloyalty, which has manifested itself of late in the
native Press at Calcutta, and which led in Lord Lytton’s time to the pass-
ing of that unhappy measure, “The Vornacular Press Act.”

Whatever may be said to the contrary, it is undoubtedly the fact, that
the gentlemen who attended these Congresses are for the most part in high
social position, and the recognised leaders of native thought and opinion;
and if, in their honest endeavours to correct abuses, and to bring about
what they believe to be wholesome reforms, they are treated unfairly by the
English Press, what wonder is it, that the crowd of disaffected scribblers,
who write in the native papers, should vent their spleen and indignation
in the only way that is open to them, by abusing the British Grovern-
ment?

Of course, I do® not mean for a moment to justify this abuse.
There is no justification for it. Itis doing incalculable mischief to the
cause of unity and progress, and it is giving the Bengalis generallg; (and
very underservdly), a bad name. The English people are naturally disgust-
ed with the accounts which they read, of the disloyalty which prevails in
the capital of India; and as Calcutta is taking a leading part in the pro-
ceedings of Congress, the excesses of the native Press become associated with
Congress in the public mind.

If the loyal native gentlemen of Calcutta, who, I am quite sure,
disapprove of this spirit of disaffection as strongly as we do, would boldly
use tgeir influence to repress it, they would not only be vindicating the
honour of their own great city, but they would have a far better chance of
commending the views of Congress to the favour of the English people.

. One thing, I am afraid, seems tolerably certain : that unless India can
find in this country some just and generous champions to espouse her
cause, she has very little chance of fair play.

Neither Congress nor the Chambors of Commerce can do much more
than they have doné. They have performed their duty faithfully and well
in_bringing to the notice of the Government what they consider to be defects
and abuses in the present system. They have done this in the most open,
straightforward, and respestful way, and with the concurrence of the greas
mass of the Indian people, who are capable of forming a judgment upon
such mattors But the Government makes no response. ,
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For myself, I have long been. persuaded, that many of the abuses
complained of are real and .serious ; and that some of the proposed reforms
would not only be of advantage to India, but would materially strengthen
the hands of Government.

1 shall endeavour in the following pages to explain as clearly as I can
my views upon this subject. I hope I may.not be considered too radically
disposed ; my tendencies are generally in a contrary direction. But I have
lived long enough in India to realise some of the evils of despotic rule, and
I cannot help thinking that the time has arrived for relaxing, in some
degree at least, the' tension of tha:,,system.

I ought perhaps to mention?” that, so far as my own local experience
is concerned, it is principally confined to Bengal. I cannot, of course,
pretend to any spacial knowledge, except in my own particular department;
and I hope that any errors I may make through imperfect memory or in-
formation, may meet with some indulgence from my readers.

This is probably the last service that I may be able to render to India;
and if T am f}())rtunate enough in any degree %o enlist the sympathies of my
countrymen, I shall be more than contcnt.

CHAPTER IL
(The Indian Budget.)

Of the reforms most strongly advocated, both by natives and Euro-
peans, those relating to finance are amongst the most important.
__Under the rresent system, the Indian people have no voice whatever
in their own financial arrangements. The Governmef® are all-powerful. They
spend what they please ; tax as they please ; borrow as they please. All
matters of revenue and expenditure are entirely in their hands, subject only
to the control of the gfcretary of State in Council, and the nominal
supervision of the House of Commons.

It is true, that if the annual budget provides for the imposition of
any new tax, which requires the aid of the Legislature, it must come before
the Legislative Council, in order that the necessary powers may be obtain-
ed. But this very seldom happens. ) -

. The budget 15 usually prepared by the Finance Miniseter ; and after
being approved by the Government, it is published as a final measure by
a Resolutlon in the Gazette. I believe I am correct in stating that only
upon three occasions since the year 1872 has the budget been submitted to
the Legislative Council. Even then, the discussion is virtually confined
to the points which require legislation ; and the Government vote and
influence is so powerful, that opposition to it is practically useless.

- .- It does sometimes happen, that a non-official member, with the courage
and ability of my friend Mr. Evans, one of the leaders of the Calcutta Bar,
takes occasion t0 rémonstrate, as strongly as the rules of procedure allow,
against abuses and extraxagance, which have .long been the subjscts of
complaint. But to what good purpose? Such remonstrances fall lightly
upon the ear of a despotic Government ; and. the same ahyses, the sams,
extravagance, will eantinue in the future, as they .have dome in -the past:
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until Parliament finds some means of interference.

It is the constant recurrence, year after year, of these and other mat-
ters of complaint, without any means being afforded to the public of fairly
testing their propriety, which has given rise in great measure to the pre-
sent feeling of dissatisfaction. -

It may be that the so-called abuses are capable of justification ; that
what is deemed to be extravagance, may turn out to be unavoidable. But
surely there ought to be some constitutional means of inquiring into the
truth of these matters; and I am free to confess, that I very heartily sym- -
pathise both with the Chambers of Commerce and with the native Con-
gress, in their disapproval of the present system of the budget. .

There are, indeed, certain items of expenditure, against whicha
strong feeling exists, which it would probably be impossible to regulate
effectually without the direct intervention of the home authorities 3 as, for
instance, the enormous cost of the army ; the heavy burden of the home
charges ; the increased expences of the Simla exodns ; the waste of money
attending the Governorships of Madras and Bombay ; and the large sums
expended by and upon the Public Works Department.

There are other items, to many of which the attention of Parliament
has lately been directed by Lord Randolph Churchill, which are more di-
rectly under the control of the Indian Government.

Baut all these, it is considered, from the highest to the lowest, require
vigorous and impartial handling ; and to be scratinized in the same spirit
of watchful economy, which is acted upon by the House of Commons in
dealing with our Home expenditure.

But how is such a scrutiny to be effected ? The budget accounts in
India aré at present mot open to investigation. The public have no means
whatever of ascertaining the necessity or propriety of the various charges ;
and the Government are, year after year, in the unpleasant position of
being accused of wasteful extravagance, which, if duly examined and ex-
plained, might be found to be inevitable.

Surely this is unsatisfactory, both for the Government and the people ;
and the remedy which is proposed for it, by the almost unanimous voice
both of natives and Europeans, seems reasonable enough. Itis simpl
that the budget, whether it requires the aid of the Legislature or not, shall
be submitted for discussion to the Legislative Council.

The Calcutta Chamber of Commerce, in their Memorial to the Govern-
ment, towards the end of last year, strongly urge upon them the importance
of this change in the law; and, after quoting in favour of it the opinions
of several distinguished Indian statesmen, and notably of Lord Mayo, Mr.

James Wilson, and Sir John Mackay, the Memorial proceeds thus:—

* From these statements it appears that the Government™ of Indis has been fully
conscious of the advantages whxéﬂ would acorue to it from a fulf discussion of its
financial measures, and: of the ascession of strength which it would derive from the
support of public opinion.” - . Lt

-+ The Committee of the Chamber of Commeroe has, no feason to doubt, that the
Prmp’govqm%\ nt shares the views of its predeeessors ;and it has been confirmed in
thig confidence by the public speeches of the prosent Viebro{. In the judgment of the'
Comifiittes, tho snnual discuuron‘ of the budget in the Legislative Qouncil, witha
dethiled soruting-Vy thé Codimittes of the Coundil, afford 'the best available means of
scouring the advantages which have been described.”
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The Madras Chamber, in a similar Memorial, aftér exrrensing their ap-
proval of the views of the Calcutta Chamber, proceed as follows:—

“ Under existing arrangements, the budget cannot be presented to the Legislative
Council, unless it is connected with some project of law, Bl‘his virtually hands over the
public purse to the sole control of the Finance -Minister, and discussion is effectuall
stifled. This state of things is so out of accord with the spirit of the age, and so muc|
at variance with the efforts of the Government, in the promotion of Locai Self-Govern-
ment, that this Chamber shares the opinion of the Bengal Chamber, thatit is desirable
to make such a change in the law as shall permit of the annual discussion of the budget
in the Legislative Council of the Viceroy. The Government hags nothing t» fear from
such a discussion, since its aim is not to shelter the theories of the Finance Minister from
legitimate criticism at the hands of men of practical experienoce, but to do what is best
calculated to promote the financial and general welfare of the country.”

Thus far the views of the Chambers of Commerée seem quite in accord
with those of the native Congress. But Congress goes a step further. They
not only condemn the present system, and desire a discussion of the budget
in the Legislative Council, but they ask for an expansion of that- Council,
upon a principle of ropresentative selection, instead of nomination by
the Viceroy : and they also ask, that the right of interpellation, by which, as
I understand, they mean the same right of asking questions of the Govern-
ment, which is exercised in Parliament, shoulg be allowed in the Legisla-
tive Council. , )

It certainly seems difficult to lmxx ine, how the views of the Chambers
of Commerce can be effectually carried out, without some such expansion
of the Council and alteration of its rules, as is proposed by the Congress.

At present there are only six non-official members of that Couneil, all
nominated by the Viceroy, and half of them generally native gentlemen.
The remainder consists of the six members of the Council of the Govérnor-
%gneral, and of six other official members, who are also nominated by the

iceroy.

Ir.yis obvious, that no fair or effeetual discgasion of the budget, such
as would or ought to satisfy the Indian publi¢, could possibly be carried on
by these few- non-official gentlemen, when opposed to the weight and influ-
ence of the Government members.

The very object, I apprehend, of such a discussion would be, not only
to test the wisdom or expegi':ncy of the meagures préposed by Government,
but to supply the Couneil, as far as may be,'with all requisite information
as to the wants, the feelings, and the opinions of the‘people.

I suppose that no Government in the world requires more of this pecu-
liar knowledge, both for legislative and administrative purposes, than the
Government, of India. The variety of races, religions, interests, and customs,
with which it has to deal, renders information of this kind especially neces-
sary to the due discharge of its functions. And yet, as the ‘Council is now
constituted, it is almost entirely devoid of this valuable assisfance, o

Now the proposals of Congress, with a view to improving'tlis state of*
things, seem sensible enough. e

Their effect would be to leave the balance of power suffisiently in the
hands of Government to insure them a good working majority; whilds
they would also secure to each member the right of free disousgion, and
afford tthe Government a much larger share of information, that it has at
present. Lo
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TThey propose that the Legislative Council shall be considerably expand-
ed ; that one half of it, instead of two-thirds, shall consist of non-ogcisl
menmbers ; and that these shall not be nominated by the Viceroy, as they are
now, but selected upon some equitable principle, which will afford a fair
share of representation to the civilized sections of the Indian community.

1 am unwilling at present to hazard an opinion, whether the plan that
has been suggssted by Congress for establi-hing an Electoral College would
work altogether sarisfactorily. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the
constitution of the various bodies, out of which the seleciion is proposed to
be made, to form any proper judgment upon that question.

Much care and consiggratiun would, of course, be required, before any
decision could be arrived at, either as to the numbers or the composition
of the expanded Council; but I cannothelp thinking that, whatever plan
may be adopted, it ought to provide for a fair representation of the thres
great religious sects in India,—~Christians, Hindoos, and Mahomedans ; and
that the official as well as non-official members should be selected from
different provinces, so as to represent, as far as possible, the feelings
and opinions of every portion of the Empire.

he right of inter}{ellation, and of calling for the production of papers
and accounts, seems only a necessary incident to the right; of free discussion.
This privilege must, of course, be protected from abuse by any rules which
Parliament may think proper; but it would obviously be impossible, with-
out sucha right, to attempt any useful inquiry into particular items,
especially such as are within the exclusive cognizance of Government
Officials.

If reforms of this nature could be carried out in such a way as may
commend itself to the wisdom of Parliament, [ most firmly believe, that
they would not only assure to England the gratitude and confidence of the
Indian people, but that they would add materially to the strength and
popularity to the Government, and would be the means of supPlying, both
to the Secretary of Stateand to the House of Commons, a vast deal of valuable
information, wiieh cannot possibly be obtained under the gresent system.

We often hear it stated, indeed it is sometimes urged as a matter of
reproach, that the discussion of the Indian budget in the House of Com-
mons is little better than a farct. And soitis. But that is not the fault
of the House of Commons. Itisthe fault of the system, of which the
Indian public so sorely complains. What means, I would ask, has the House
of Commons, when the Indian budget comes on for discussion, of investigat-
Ing the propriety of a single item in the accounts ? Let a member of the
Housebe everso able, everso conscientious, ever so well disposed to do justice
to India, and to check undue oxpenditure, how is he to set about it? He has
absolutely no information or materials to guide him. The accounts submitted
to Parliament look well enough on paper ; and however unwise or unreason-
able the proposed expenditure may be, or however odious the taxation to
the Indian people,the accounts would not be dikely to disclose it.

. _ Butif, on the other hand, the budget were always open to discussion
In India in & properly ‘constituted form ; if objections could be freely and
fearlessly made te ti's or that mode of taxation, or this or that item of
sxpenditure ; if the debates in Council fairly represented the argument on
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either side, and a full report of the proceedings appeated in due course in
the Gazette, the difficulty would be practically removed.

The Secretary of State in Council would thus obtain far more reliable
information as to the state of public opinion in India, than he ever has at
present ; and the House of Commons would learn what are the really ques-
tionable points in each succeeding budget, and would have the means, if
they so p?eased, of keeping a wholesome control over Indian finances

But great as would be these advantages, I beliéve that a still greater
benefit would result, to India herself from this liberal and generous change
of policy. It would engender a feeling of mutual trust and confidence
between the Government and the people, which has never been what it
ought to be;and which it never will be, I fear, so long as the policy of
reserve, which is always, I suppose, more or less a characteristic of despotic
rule, is allowed to continue. o

Perhaps some of my readers, who have never been in India, and who
enjoy here in England all the blessings of a free constitution, may hardly
understand what I mean by “a policy of reserve.”

I have tried to find & more appropriate expression, and I use this one,
I need hardly say, withevery feeling of respect. What I mean is, that
spirit of self-reliance which induces the Government of India to exclude
the peogle and the Press from its confidence and counsels, even in matters
Where they arc most entitled to have a voice.

A remarkable instance of this occurred very lately, even during the
reign of one of the wisest, and most conciliatory, of Indian Viceroys.

On the 10th of January, 1886, a Commission was apPointed at Simla,
which is known by the name of “ The Finance Committee.’

Its object was to enquire into the best means of effecting economy in
the public expenditure, and relieving the Guvernment from its financial
embarrassments.

It was appointed at a time of great pecuniary depression. The land-
owners could not get their rents; the stignation in the commercial world
had become a grave subject of anxiety; the official classes were suffering
from the low rate of exchange; and as regards the Government itself, the
despatch sent to the Secratary of State ugon the question of the Currency
Jdisclosed only too clearly the critical state of the Exchequer.

It must be confessed, that the constitution of the Committee was not
quite what the pl}blic would have wished. It was undoubtedly composed
of gentlemen of high character and ability; but they were supposed to be
wanting in the independence of position, and freedom from Court influence,
which was essential to the due discharge of their duties. -

And yet the fact of such a Committee being appointed at such time,
and the belief that the Government was really in earnest in trying to cur-
tail expenditure, produced a confident expectation in the public mind that
the result could bardly fail of success.

. Their proceedings were consequently watched with extreme interest.
,They extended over several months, and by the end of the year 1886, the
Report of the' Committee was laid before the Government, '

It may be imagined, that, uader these *circumstances, ‘the publication
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of the Report was looked for with some anxiety, The waste of public
money had long been complained of.; and it was “supposed that one chief
reason for appointing this Committee was to satisfy the public that the
Governmeny was fullt' resolved to adopt every reasonable economy, :

And yet, from the end of 1886 to the 5th of June in the present year,
the Report remained a secret.

One.would have thought, that if there were any State Paper, in which
all ranks and classes in India were more deeply interested than another,
and the contents of which every member of the community had a right to
‘see, it surely was that Report !

How differently in such matters are we treated in England 1

Whilst the Finance Committee was thus engaged in India, another
Commission in London, under the presidency of Sir Fitzjames Stephen,
Was inquiring into the working of the Ordnance Department. No sooner
was the Report of the Committee in the hands of Government, than it was
at once made public; the newspapers were full of it, and its contents were
discussed from one end of the country to the other.

And why should rot the people of India be permitted to share the
confidence of the Government in the same way ?

Why should a matter so full of interest as the Report of the Finance
Committee be kept back from the public for a period of eighteen months ?
I suppose there was some reason for it; but I confess I cannot help think-
ing, (in common, I believe, with thousands of our countrymen in India),
that this apparent want of confidence in the people is much to be regretted,
and that it gives rise, not unnaturally, to suspicion and distrust.

CuarprEr IIL
(Technical Education, and Promotion of Industries and Manufactures.)

A very healthy sign in India, and one which shows that public opis
nion is progressing in a right direction, is the Resolution passed at the last
Congress, in favour of technical education, and the promotion ofjIndian in
dustries.

1t is possible, that this Resolution may have been influenced to some
extent by the views of the Education Commission. Certain it is, that at

! the two former Congresses at Bombay and Calcutta, the subject was not
brought prominently to the front, although a good deal wassaid on each
occaston s to the increasing poverty of thej people, and the necessity for
reviving the old. indigenous manufactures. . .

But the demand for a largely increased system of technical education
is by no means a new idea amongst enlightened native;gentlomen. I have
heard it discussed frequently as one of the great requirements of the age;
and I remember that in the year 1879, a very excellent article uponit was
written by my Honourable friend, Rajah Peary Mohun Mookerjee, of Cal-
cutta, the Presidert of the British Indian Association, and a distinguished
meber of the Supreme Legislative Council. _ o,

The great want in India is * employment for the million;” a diversity
of employment for all classes, from the poorest ryot to the gentleman who
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has taken his degree at the University. _
We have 31%?: a good deal of time and money over what is called

high class education. We have encouraged dreams of ambition amongst
thousands of young men, which it is of course impossible to realise; and the
conscquence is, the growth of a vast body of unemployed well-educated
men, all eraving for appointments in the public service, and many of them,
I grieve to say, more or less in astate of destitution. -

This condition of things is bad enough in England, but in India it is
far worse; because there are so few professions or employments in that
country which men of that class consider worthy of their position. Law
and justice probably provides for the largest number; the medical profession
absorbs itsfﬂir share ; and many more find a place in the varions branches
of theJUncovenanted Service. But all these are sadly overcrowded ; and there
still remains a large residuum, who are cither too ,proud or too Wanting in
energy, to betake themselves to the humbler occupations of life.

And what is the consequence? -Why, this.is the very class out of which
come the preachers of sedition and disloyalty, who abuse the Government
in the native Press. Many of them are of inferior caste, the sons of trades-
men and others of very moderate means. They have been sent to college,
because they are sharp, clever boys, and their parents are ambitious for their
future, They all expect to be made judges or magistrates, or to obtain
some good administrative appointments ; and when they have toiled bard
and taken their degroes, they become utterly disgusted at finding them-
selves without money or employment. They bave been taken out of their
proper sphere ; they are nshumed to return to their fathers” occupation, and
sometimes even to consort with their own families ; and they vent their
spleen in a way which is perhaps not unnatural, by abusing the Govern-
ment which bas placed them in this position.

If ouly one half of the money, which has been expended upon high~
class education, had been devoted to technical schools and colleges, and to
the promotion and development of arts and industries, the result would
have been far more satisfactory.

Let us now consider the condition of the agricultural classes.

Here we have an immense population, in many districts far greater
than the land can support,and most of them without any means of useful
employment. ,

It constantly happens in Bengal, that hetween the zemindar, who pays
bis rent to Government, and the ryot, who cultivates the soil, there are no
less than seven or eight intermediate tenure-holders, each subject to his
superior landlord, and each trying to. obtain as mach. rent as be can from
his own immediate tenant.

This is u natural consequence of the permanent: settlement, and one
main reason why Bengal is so terribly over-populated. -

1t is a rich, fertile country, and 5o far as its cultivation is concerned,
I believe there is little fault to be found with it. The poverty which was
80 londly deplored at the (Gongress, arises generally, I fear, from. the enor-
mous mass of people which the laud has to maintain, aud which year by
Year beoumes more formidable.

The practice of eatly marriages, and the. joint. family system, which.
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entitles each male member of  family to an undivided share of the family
estate, helps largely to increase the evil, .

These people are as fondly attached to their old ancestral holdings as
an Irishman ; and each member of the family has as much right as another
to remain in the profit which the tenure, whatever it is, aﬂ%rds. Conse-
quentlgf, the little farm, which twenty years ago provided comfortal;by
enough for ten persons, is unequal now, although probably better cultivated,
to maintain a hundred ; and it will have more difficulty still, in the course
of a fow years, to support a much large number. .

Then what is to be done ? Surely the most obvious remedy is that
which for years past we have been experiencing in England, and which is
now proposed by the Indian Congress,—namely, by promoting industries
and manufactares of various kinds, and educating and encouraging the ris-
ing generation to betake themselves to occupations of that nature.

If capital and enterprise could only be found for starting such indus-
tries, there would be no difficulty in obtaining labour ; and the more the
system is extended, the cheaper labour would become. The working classes
in India are remarkably clever at handicraft of all kinds, and they soon
learn the difference between the good pay of the factory, and the pittance
which they earn in the fields.

The main difficulty, I fear, at present would be the disinclination whioh
exists amongst the richer agricultural classes to invest their capital il
trading speculations,

One reason for this is, that these gentlemen can generally lay out
their money to greater advantage, and more in accordance with their own
customs and convenience, by lending it to needy members of their own
class. These loans in Bengal are very common indeed ; and the interest
obtained upon them seems to our English ideas extravagantly high.. Upon
good security it ranges from eight to twelve per cent., and is generally
much higher upon second-class mortgages. The poorer tenure-holders
are often crushed by these transactions, whilst the wealthy zemindars and
bankers become richer and richer, and acquire the mortgaged properties
st a ruinous sacrifice to the owners. Capitalists naturally find this a more
easy way of making money, and_enlarging their estates, than by entering
into trading speculations, to which they are not accustomed. .

Another reason is, that men of rank and position in the Mofussil con-
sider it boneath their dignity to engage in commercial pursuits. They
have the same sort of feeling about this, that our own aristocracy had only
a few years ago. But such prejudices are fast disappearing in this country,
and I believe they- would do so in India, if a breach were once made in the
rampart 